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TO THE. 


READER. 


\KUere are ſome (tis like) who may 
think it an Uſeleſs and Imperti- 

nent Piece of Work, to write a Book on 
this Subj2G, that bas been lately ſo inge- 


niouſly handled by ſuch Eminent and 


Learned Men as the Eiſhop of Worce- 


| ſer, Dr. Comber, Dr. Maurice, @c. 


But though no Man that I know will 
pretend to write better than they have 
done, yet there are ſeveral things in this 
Book that have not been taken Notice of 
by any who have yet written on this Sub- . 


Ject. And ſince Mens Notions and Ap- 


prebenſt one are fo different, "tis like ſome 


may BY mov d with one Argument, > Jews 
2 wilt 


- ? - - 
— 
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To the Reader. 


with another : according as it ſuits their 
ſeveral Tudgments and Capacities. But 
befides, there are ſeveral Perſons who 


 defere to be ſatisfied concerning the Mat- 


ters in Controverſie between the Church 
of England, and the Diſſenters ; bat 
are unwilling to beſtow the Time or Pains 
to read over all the Books at large that 
have been written on this Subj ect : For 


the SatisfaStion ( C chiefly ) f theſe ſort 


of Men, T have how as briefly as I con'd, 


ſet down the true ſtate of the Cotrowcr: 


ze between us, and the Arguments uſed 
on both Sides, by the' moſt Eminent Mer 
that hawe written on this Subject. From 
all which it does appear, that the Church 
of E, noland is as true a_ Part of the Ca- 
tholick Church as any this day in the 
World; and that all the ObjeStions which 
the Diſſenters make to her , do ariſe 


from Ignorance and Miſtaken "Notions ; 


That all the Reform'd Churches beyond 
Seas , do own her as a true Refornt'd 


Church, 


To the Reader. 

Church, and do highly" Condemmn all thoſe 

, ' who Separate from her, and declare them 

. to be guilty of downright Schiſm. And 
that the Dilſenters in C ondemning the 

. Church of England, do Condemn all the 

| Reformd Churches, as well as. this 

. + Church. T coud have brought many 

. more Authorities for the P roof of all this 

. , Matter, but I purpoſely omit them, be- 

| cauſe theſe which T have brought are ſuf- 

| ficient, and are ſuch as the. Diſſenters 

never did , nor I think never will Pre- 

7 ' tendto Anſwer. Another Reaſon why I 

\ + omitthem is, in bopes that the ſmallneſs 

| of the Book may Invite ſome to the Read- 

| -ang of it, that 'tis like might be _ 

rag d at a larger Volume. 


Men more Poſitive Laws and Rules to walk 


A SHORT 


' ACCOUNT 


OF THE 


CONTROVERSY 


The Church of ENGLAND, 


AND 


The DISSENTERS. 


HEN God Almighty firſt a 
Man, he gave him no other Law- 
to walk by , but that of Nature 

or Reaſon ; under which alone he liv'd for 

the firſt 2000 Years : But at laſt, this Law 
of Reaſon being greatly lett and blinded by 

Evil Cuſtoms, it became neceſſary to give 


by : Therefore God Almighty commanded 
Moſes to write a Law for his People, which 
A 4 we 


i TE IE a g — Yor | 
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we call the Moſaical Law, and ſometimes the 
Moral Law, and 1s contained in the Old 


reveal'd to Men by the Mediation of an An- 
gel ; but it being for a great part Typical, and 
|| Ceremonial, and therefore not ſo plain and 
ealie to be underſtood, as that of the New 
Teſtament ; God-did then often appear to his 
People himſelf , and »teach them more im- 
-mediately what he would have them do, 


what not. 
And under this Las of the Old Teſta- 


Nature, ( which is the ſame in reaſonable 


to reveal his Will to us, after a more full and 
excellent manner by the Mediation of our 
Lord. Jeſus Chrift, and 'the Holy Glioſt, in 
the New Teſtament : And this Law of the 
New Teſtament, as that under which we 
hve at this Day, a great part of the Old 
being hereby aboliſh'd. See Ga/ar. 4. 

- And as this Law of the New Teſitament 
was reveal'd to us after a more .excellent 
Manner than that of the Old ; ſo the Matter 
of it is moſt extraordinary , containing no- 
rhing in it ſuperfluous, nor wanting any 
thing neceſſary to the direCting all Men to 


Heaven on very calie terms. It is ſo adapted 
" and 


Teſtament : And this Law God Almighty 
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ment, {uperadded to the Law of Reaſon or 


Creatures) Men liv'd till God was pleagd 
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and fitted to all Conditiens of Men, that the 
very meaneſt Capacities may eaſily under- 
ſtand every thing contain'd in it, which is 
neceſſary to their Salvation. And this Evan- 
gelical Law, Chriſt and his Apoſtles have left 
| as a Rulefor all ſucceeding Apes to walk by. 
But notwithſtanding that our Saviour and 
his Apoſtles had left the World ſuch Plain 
and Poſitive Rules to- walk by , that none 
that were not wilfully ſo cou'd be* miſtaken 
in them ; yet ſuch has been the unhappineſs 
of the Chriſtian Church,that it never wanted 
ſome within it of ſuch reſtleſs and peeviſh 
Spirits, as to diſturb its Peace and Quiet, by | 
making Diviſions and Schiſms 1n it ; which 
St. Paul foreſaw, when he told the Elders, 
Atts 20. 30. Alſo of your ſelves ſhall Mens 
ariſe, ſpeaking perverſe things, to draw Diſci- 
ples after them, But though there have been 
always ſome Diviſions in the Church ever 
* ſince the firſt FSG of it ; yet for the firſt 
| Three or Four Hundred Years, they were 
much fewer than what have been ſince, and 
thoſe that were, were much more diſcoun- 
tenanc*'d and oppos'd by the generality of 
Chriſtians, than they were afterwards. 
In the Church of Africa, a little before 
St. Auguſtine's Days, there aroſe the Schiſm 
of the Donatifs ; who ſeparated upon 
| the 


CE By 


the account that the Biſhopricks were too 


| Large, and the Power of the Biſhops too + 


Great. And becauſe the Miniſters were not 
{o Able and Holy Men as they ſhould be, and 


becauſe they diflik'd the Liturgies and Pub- | 


lick-Prayers of the Church, and for ſuch-like 


Reaſons. And a little before in the Third | 
Century, began the Novatian Schiſm at ' 
Rome ;; for that Novatus thinking the Biſhop- | 
ricks too Large, would needs be' choſen Bi- } 
ſhop 1n the ſame City where Corzelins was 


choſen before : But both theſe Schiſins were 


condemned, This by the Council of Carth. 


and the Council.of Conſtantinople , and by 


St. Cyprian, Ep. 52. N. 4, &c. And That of 
the Donatiſts by all the Catholick Biſhops at 


the Conference at Carth. Sec Conference of the 


Third:Day, Chap. 4. And by St. Auguſtine + 


in his Books againſt Pe}menian, Petilian, and 


the other Donatiſt Biſhops. 


But not long after, about the Fifth and ©" 


Sixth Century, the Errors, and Corruptions 


in the Church, began to Increaſe more abun- | 


dantly,and appear more bare-fac'd and open- 
ly, than. formerly they had done; for that 
as the Roman Empire began to decline, there 
follow'd a general decay of Learning, and 
grols Ignorance had over-ſpread the Earth ; 
inlomuch;that many of the Priefts themſelves 


cou'd | 
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 cou'd not read Latin; and:then it was no 
| difficult Matter to bring in what Herefies 
' and Schiſms Men wou'd. . And this was 
the time: that moſt of the Errors and Cor- 
_ ruptions of the Church of Rowe, were intro- 
; duced, as Dr. Comber obſerves, in his Advice 
| to the Roman Catholuks of England. 


" | Under this Cloud of Ignorance and Dark- 


. | neſs, did the Church lie hid for many Hun- 


| # dreds of Yeats; till about the Year 1510. 


when it pleaſed God to open the Eyes of 
{ome of his People, and to let them ſee thoſe 
oreat Abuſes with which the World had 
been {o long abus'd, and under the Burden 
of which, the Church had groan'd for fo 
many Hundred Years. And rhough here in 
Ezzland, there has been for many Years be- 
fore the Reformation, a ſtrong. Diſpoſition 
that way, as may appear by the ſeveral Acts 
of Parliament made fince the Conqueit, to 
leflen and take away the Pope's Power and 
Authority, as well in Eccleſiaſtical as Civil 
Matters within theſe Kingdoms. See Coke's 
gth Rep. De jure Regis Ecclefiaſtico. Yet the 
Pope had always ſo great an Intereſt at Court, 
and the Clergy in the Nation, having got 
molt of the Lands into their own Hands, 
that this glorious Deſign cou'd never be ac- 
compliſh'd, till it pleaſed God to make an 

+. | open 
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open breach between King #. 8. and the 
Pope ; upon which, he totally reje&ed the 


Pope's Supremacy , and afſum'd to himſelf : 


the ſtile of Supream Head of the Church in 


theſe Nations, and Defender of the Faith. 
And thus the Pope being quite forſaken, | 
*twas likely Popery wou'd not livelong, ha- | 
ving loſt its Infallible Head. And ſo indeed | 
1t prov'd ;- For in King Edw. 6. days, Popery ' 


was quite turn'd out of Doors, by the general 
conſent of the whole Nation; whoſe Exam- 
ple many of the Churches beyond Seas fol- 
low'd. And thus the general Reformation 
was happily begun ; aad the Chriſtian Church 
being ſtripr of all its antick Diſguiſes, began 
to appear again, and ſhine'forth in its natural 
Form and Brightneſs. 

But becauſe *twas impoſſible to bring the 
People glearly off, from what they and their 
Anceſtors had' been bred up in, and accu- 
ſtom'd to for ſo many Ages; or to make 
them capable of diſtinguiſhing on a ſudden, 
between things hurtful in Religion, and 
things Indifferent ; therefore *rwas thought 
convenient , that no Alterations ſhou'd be 


made in things Indifferent, nor any Scruples ' 


rais'd about them 3 which wou'd at that 
time have hinder'd much the Reformation, 
fince many were with difficulty enough 
brought 


: 


| 


" 


© ſbrought to things neceflary : So that for this 
Ie 'Reaſon, as alſo to let our Enemies fee, that 
'we did not break Communion with them for 
Indifferent things, many things were retain'd 
-at the beginning of the Reformation, that 
'were afterwards Reform'd. In the days of 
'Eaw. VI. the Liturgy and Publick Service of 
' ithe Church was Corre&ed and Amended : 
'And this was done with all the Care and De. *' 
| liberation imaginable, and the King and Par- 
: lament took the beſt Advice in the doing of 
{1t that cou'd be had either at home or abroad. 
| Which . makes. me, indeed, admire to hear 
| every 1literate Difſenter find ſo many Faults 
/1n the Liturgies and Worſhip of the Church 
| of Exgland, that was fo well approv'd of 
; then by all thoſe Holy Biſhops and Martyrs 
that were our firſt Reformers, and by Calviz, 
| Bueer, and all the Eminent Divines beyond 
{ Seas. *Tis very ſtrange to think that ſuch 
| Excellent Men, and Men of ſuch indefati- 
| gable Pains, and great Integrity, as Cramer, 
| Ridly, Latimer, and Bradford, &c. were, after 
| all their diligent Enquiry,and fervent Prayers 
| to God, that he would direct them. in the 
| Performance and Management of ſo great a 
| Work, cou'd not after all, ſpy fo much as a 
| mote of Unlawfulneſs, in thoſe things that 
| now every Diflenting Preacher , though ne- 
| ver 
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ver ſo raw or illiterate ;. yea, and the very: 
meanelſt of the People can ſee ſuch Beams in, 
Tis certain, that our terms of Communion: 
are the ſame, or rather eaſier now than they. 
were then, as moſt of the Difſlenters will 
allow ; and as Dr. Szili;ngfleet has prov'd at” 
large, in his Mziſchigfs of Separation. 
During all the Reign of King Edward VI, 


ee ao Als aan ao. i Ii. 


there were no Piviſions in this Church about! 


theſe Matters. There might have been ſome: 


in thoſe Days that might have wiſh'd for a! 


farther Reformation, as no Church ever yet; 
wanted ſuch ; But there was no ſuch thing as; 
Separation from the Church, and going " 
leparate Meetings upon that account : No 
*twas {db far from that, that when actual Sell 
paration was firſt begun 1n Queen El;zabeth's . 
Days, thoſe wha praCtis'd it, were ſeverely ' 
Condemned by moſt of thoſe who were very | 
deſirous of a farther Reformation. | 
The time when Separation firit began 1 in| 
the Church of Ezg/and, was about the Be- | 
ginning of Queen E/;zabcth's Reign : For | 
after Queen Mary's Death, the Minilters and | 
others, who were Baniſhed and Fled in her | 
time, began to flock back again into Ezglard; |; 
but the Impreſſions which were made on 
{ome of our Divines, during their Baniſh- 
ment 3 - eſpecially thole who continued at 
Gencua, 


-- 
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Geneva, (a place always inveterate againſt 
Ceremonies) did not wear off at their re- 
turn home; but after a little while, they be- 
gan to inſinuate into the People (who are 
ever fond of Novelties) a hatred to the Livery 
of Antichriſt, as they call'd the Veſtmeats, * 


/ and Ceremonies; upon which, ſome of the 


: People began to Separate ; and this was the 
{ firſt occation of preſſing Uniformity with 
| LawsandPenalties. 'The Queen and Parlia-* 
|; ment now began to ſee it Neceſſary for the 


Quiet of the Church and Nation, and for 
the avoiding farther Diviſions upon this ac- 
count, that all the Clergy ſhou'd give ſome 
aſſurance of their Conformity and Obedience 
to the Laws of this Land, and the Religion 
Eſtabliſh'd by Law, and to the Orders and 
Diſcipline of the Church, agreeable to Law. 


-And accordingly , certain Articles and Sub- 


{criptions were agreed on ; and fiich of the 
Clergy as would not Subſcribe thereto, were 
Suſpended : They who were Suſpended, 
writ to their Oracle at Germzva, Beza, who 
was a Man of greateſt Authority with them, 
to know what they ſhou'd do ; Beza adviles 
them, That if they cannot otherwiſe be conti- 
nued 1n their Offices, but by wronging their 
Confciences,that they ſhould ſubmit,and live 
quicily,bur by no means to exerciſe their Fun- 
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ion againſt the Will of their Queen and Bj- 1! 
ſhops ; for, ſays he, We tremble ' 
fleet's Miſchief of 4# the thoughts of that *. But he * 
Sur atien;Pag.20; tells them farther, That though !! 
he does not _— of the Ce- * 

in themſelves,he + 
does not think them of that moment as that | 
the Miniſters ſhou'd leave their Fun&ions *' 


* See Dr. Stilling- 


21, 


' remonies, yet being not Ev1 


for them, or the People forſake the Ordinan- 
- ces, rather than hear thoſe who did Conform. 
And it ſeems, indeed, ' that the more Serious 
and Learned: of thoſe Divines, who in their 
Baniſhment had ſuck'd in a Diflike tro the 
Church of Eng/and way of Worſhip, did not 
think fit to Separate from it upon that ac- 
count, or. to endeavour too haſtily the Re- 
forming of it ; for Dr. Burzet in his Book of 
Travels, tells us, Thatin Switzerland he met 


with ſeveral Letters from ſome of our Eng- 


liſh Clergy to Bul:ager, who had procur'd a 


kind Reception to be given to ſeveral of them 


in Switzerland, during the Perſecution of 
Queen Mary. By which Letters it appears, 
. that ſeveral of the Clergy who had been be- 
yond Seas, upon their return Home, did en« 
deavour to Per{ſwagde 
che Matters of the Habits for the Clergy, &s. 
tall ; Particularly Sazgs, afterwards Arch- 


biſhop of Tork , Horn after wards Biſhop of 
Wincheſter, 


Queen El;zabeth to let 


hed 
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'W, incheſter, Jewel and Grindal' But Grindal 


- *jn one of his Letters to Bullizger, ſays, They 


-vere all reſolved to ſubmit to the Laws, and 
to wait for a fit opportunity to reverſe them : 
And he laments the ill Efte&ts of the Op- 
{poſition that ſome had made to them ; He 
alſo thanks Bulizger for the Letter he wrote 
'to juſtifie the lawful Uſe of the Habits,&c. 
[And in fine, they all allow'd the lawfulnels, 
;but not the fitneſs of them ; and that they 
Pons to ſubmit to the Law, til! it ſhou'd 
'pleaſe God to reverſe it lawfully. See Bur- 
lnet's Travels,. P. 51, 52. . 

But though the wiſer ſort among then? 
(did not think fit to proceed to aftual Sepa- 
ration from the Church, upon the account 
iof thole indifferent things ; yet tome there 
were of a more fierce and turbulent Spirit, 


. {who had not Patience to wait God's leiſure, 


#but either a Reformation muſt be made pre- 
{ently according to their wild Notions ; and 
the Queen and Parliament mult tack about 
1mmediately to thejr Pleaſurcs, or elſe to 
your Tents, O {{rae/; They will ſet up 
Churches of their pwn, and forſake us 
[utterly as a Superftitious and Idolatrous 
{Church, not fit to be communicated with. 

! And thus began our unhappy Diviſions 
ſia the Church of Ezelazd. | {hall not trou- 
& 
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ble my ſelf to trace this Matter through che? 
Reigns of Queen Elizabeth, King James the® 
Firft, and King Charles the Firſt ; nor to 
ſhow how they daily increas'd and grew 
wider : Nor the many Sub-Diviſions, and” 
Scandalous Breaches that were daily made. 
among themſelves, ever fince the beginging 
of Separation : As between Brown and Bar-| 
row, Brown and Harriſon, Barrow and John-- 
fon, Fobnſon and Ainſworth ; who all left: 
Exgland to gather Separate Churches to; 
themſelves in the Low-Conuntrres ; But ſcarce; 
had been well there, till they fell out all: 
among themſelves ; one. Man and his Com-! 
pany. being accurs'd , and avoided by the; 
other and his Followers, and the one Church] 
receiving the Perſons excommunicated by? 
the other ; till they became ridiculous to; 
Spectators, and art laſt ſome of them were: 
glad to return into Exg/ana. This Matter 
has been ſo fully related by Dr. Stilling fleet, 

in his Miſchiefs of Separation, P. 51, 52,0. 
that *twere needleſs hcre to repcat it. | 
I ſhall only take - notice, that ever Cacel 
King James the Second's Acceſſion to the} 
Crown, the Church: of England had. laid* 
alide all thoughts of Controverlie with the! 
Diſſenters, 1n hopes that they wou'd haves 
joyn'd for their common Safery with chem, | 
113 
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* in ſtopping the Inundation of Popery, that 
# was ready to break in upon theſe Nations, 
" and ſwallow them both up. But while moſt 
- of .our Eminent Divines of the Church of 
» England , as Dr. Tillotſon , Dr. Stillingfleet , 
- Dr. Burnet , Dr. Comber , Dr. Sherlock , and 


.} the reſt, were imploy'd in 'writing againſt 


{ the Inctndiaries of Rowe ; the Diffenters, 
; our Brethren , inſtead of aſſiſting us, were 


4. making themſelves ready for War with us ; 


- as appear'd ſoon after. - For when God Al- 
; mighty had happily plac'd King William in 
* the Throne,a Convocation was immediately 
- call'd, in hopes that ſome Terms of Accom- 
' modation might have been Agreed upon be- 


14 tween us; And which, in all probability, 
, wou'd have taken Effet, if the Diſſenting 
74 Miniſters had been as forward as we ; for 
..} how much inclin'd our Clergy were to a Re- 
.,, conciliation (notwithſtanding the Aſperſion _ 
. | laid on them by the Diflenters, of their ha- 


ving no {ych-Delign) does ſufficiently appear 
! by ſeveral of their Writings ; See Dr. Tilor- ( 
; ſon's Sermon Preached at the Yorkſhire Feaſt, 

'# Anno 1679. Pap, 28, And Dr. Sherlock's 
Sermon before the Lord Mayor, Nov. 1688. 
See likewiſe the Pctition of the Archbiſhop 
of Canterbury, and the other Biſhops ; for 
which they were committed to the Tower : 
B 2 And 
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And ſee the Articles recommended by* 


Preface to his Miſchiefs of Separation. By | 
all which, it ſufficiently appears how de#t- | 
rous they were for a Reconciliation. - But ! 
inſtead of liſtning to any iuch thing , does 
our Diflenters break forth into open Acts of 
Hoftility, and at that very time when we 
were actually Treating of. Accommodation |: 
with them, do they Publiſh ſeveral of their : 
Books, one upan the back of another ; 1a 
which, they endeavour nothing leſs than the 
cotal Overthrow of our Church, by pretend- | 
 1ng to prove, 'That the Conſtitution of our 
Church is New, and Unlawful; and that | 
our Worſhip is Idolatrous and Sinful. "Had 
this been at a Time when their way of Wor- 


{hip was not tolerated, or ours impos'd on: 


them with Pcaalries, they had been the more 
excufable ; Or, had we began to expoſe 
their Extempore way of Praying,as we might 
ealily have done ; but at fuch a time as that 
was, to become the Aggreſlors, was ungrate- 
ful as well as unſeafonable. - But now, ſince 
the Diſſenters have thought fit to revive the 
Controverlie between us, I hope they cannot 
take it unkindly of us, if we endeavour to 
V INCICALC our Church, and to remove thoſe 
. Aſper- 


the | 
Archbiſhop of Cazterbury to all the Biſhops | 
within his Province. And Dr. Stiling feer S 
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- Aſperſions that they have groundleſly caſt 
: upon her. But this has been done fo learnedly 
* and fully by ſo many of our Learned Divines 
already, that I will not pretend to do it bet- 
ter, or to ſay much more than what they 
| have ſaid before me ; ; I ſhall only here lay 
1down briefly the Subſtance of what I have 
|Colle&ed out of the beſt Authors on both 
*fides, that have writ lately-on this Subject : 
{For there may be ſome who wou'd be wil- 
[ling to be ſatisfied in this Matter, and yet 
can neither beſtow the Time nor Pains to. 
jread all the Books of Controvertie over, which . 
{have been writ ori this Subje&t. 
/ Firft then, We will examine the Pleas 
{which the Diſſenters uſe for Separation, and 
ſhow the inſufficiency of them ; and that 
*they do not juſtifie Separation according ro 
their own Principles. 
7 All the Pleas at this time made uſe of for 
Separation, may be reduced to theſe Three 
"Heads : 
/ Firft, Such as relate to the Conſtitution 
jof our Church. 
Second, To the terms of Communion 
with 1t. 
! Third, To the Conſciences of Diflenters. 
j As to the Firſt, to wit, ſuch as relate to 
pc Conſtitution of our Churches ; ; They fay, 


B 2 Firtt, 


? 


(16) ! C 
| Firſt, That our Parochial Churches are not 
according to Chriſt's Inſtitution, as being xr 
different from thoſe of the Congregational / 
way. Secondly, 'That our Dioceſan Biſhops. x 
are Unlawful. Thirdly, That our Natio; « 
nal Church has no Foundation, and wants ( 
Diſciplirie ; all being ſwallowed up in the 
_ Biſhops: And the Paſtors of every Pariſh whc 
ought to have full Power to execute every; 
part of it,are depriv'd thereof. And Fourthly,. 
That the People are depriv'd of their right 
of chuſing their own Paſtors. 

Firſt, fay they, Our Parochial Churches 
are not according to Chriſt's Inſtitution! 
For Chriſt, they fay, inſtituted no othet 
kind of Churches, than particular Congre! 
gations, to which he gave full Power and. 
Authority to govern themſelves, diſtinQtly 
and Independent of all other Churches. 

But where have they Authority for thi 
Qpinion ? Where do they find that Churches 
were limitted to particular Congregations? 
not in Scripture ; for there is no tolerabl@ 
Proof, that the Churches planted by the Apoy 
{tles, were of this Nature. ?Tis poſlible as 
Srſt there might have been no more Chri} 

 Ttrans in a City, than might mect togerhef 
11 one Congregation ; But where doth it ap} 
pear, that when they multiply*d into meg 
Congre 
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: Congregations, they made new and diſtin&: 
ot Churches under new Officers, with a ſepa- 
J rate Power of Government ; of this Dr. $t4/- 
al lingfleet ſays, he is well aſſur'd there is no 
Ps- mark or Footltep in the New Teſtament, 
0 or the whole Hiſtory of the Primitive 
tf Church. - If they will follow the plain in- 
1& ſtances of Scripture , they may better: limit 
Churches to Private Families, than to parti- 
' cular Congregations ; for of that we have a 
y, plain inſtance in Scripture, Roms. 16. 3. 5. 
1 Col. 4. 15. in the Houſe of Priſcilla and 
' Aquilla, but nota word of the other : And 
& if they wou'd keep to thele plain inftances of 
1 Scripture, they might tully enjoy the Liberty 
7 of their Conſciences, and avoid the Scandal 
/ of breaking the Laws. 
.  ButtheScripture is ſo far from making every 
}; Congregation an Independent Church,that it 
+, * plainly ſhews us, the Notion of a Church was 
F then the fame witha Diocefs, orall the Chri- 
ſtians of a City, which were under the Inſpe- 
tion of one Biſhop : For, if we obſerve the 
Language of the Scripture, we ſhall find this 
Obſervation not once to fail; that when 
Churches are ſpoken of,they are the Churches 
/ JefaProvince: As the Churches of Fades, 
1 Theſſ. 2. 14. The Churches of Aſia, 1 Gor. 
”16. 19, Of Syria and Ciicia, As 15.41. 
| B 4 _ Churches 
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Churches of + Galatia, 1 Cor. 16. 1. Gull "" 
1.2. Churches of Macedonia, 2 Cor. 8. L.;thit 
But when all the Chriſtians of a City areqwh 
ſpoken of, it is ſtill call'd the Church of that/sf t 


City ; ag.the Church of Atzioch, the Churchy 


at Corinth , the Church of Epheſus, &c. Sond 
that it ſeems plain from the Teſtimony of ſriſe 
Scripture, that Churches were not limitted pf 
to particular Congregations, unleſs they will fro 
lay, that all the Chriſtians in the largeſt of ta 
theſe Cities mention'd in Scripture, .were no we! 


more than cou'd conveniently meet in one | 
Congregation ; which ſhall be ſhow to be | 
otherwiſe hereafter. | 


But ſuppoſe we ſhow'd grant that the Apo- 
ſtolick Churches were Congregational (as 
'tis plain they were not) what then ? that 


might have been-from the Circumſtances of ! 


T'imes,or ſmall number of Chtiſtians in thoſe 


Days ; 


muſt always continue ſo ? 


muſt it therefore follow chat they 


Why do they not 


waſh one anothers Feet, as Chrilt did, and 


* And if they muſt keep ſo 
preciſely to the Praftice © 


thoſe Days, why does any of 


their Miuſters marry a Se- 
cond Wife 2 Far St. Paul ſays 
plainly, Let Biſhops and 
Deacons be the Eusba! its. of 
one Witc, 1 77m. 3. V. 

b: 12, 


f to do thelame * : 


commanded his Apoſtles 
50 the 
firſt Civil Government 
was by Gods own Inſti- 
tution over Families ; 
- they may by the fame 
Ruje think themſelye 
ur 


£9) 
bound to overthrow Kingdoms, to bring 
.:things back to God's firſt Inſtitution. From 
exwhence it appears how ridiculous that fancy 
tisf theirs is , That the Scripture is the only 
1}Rule of all things pertaining to Diſcipline 
> and Worſhip ; and that we muſt ſtick ſo pre- 
f iciſely to the Letter of it, and to the prattice 
| 'of thoſe Days, as that *tis not lawful to vary 
| from it in any. little indifferent Circum- 
ſtance for the ſake of Publick Order, or Con- 
| veniency. | 
'& Butas this notion of Congregational Chur- 
iches does not agree with the words of the 
New Teſtament; ſo neither does it with the 
Judgment and PraQtice of the Primitive 
—— - For by the ancient Canons of the 
{Church it appears, That the Notion of a 
'Church, was the ſame with that of a Dio- 
iceſs, which comprehended many Congrega- 
xrons , or Pariſhes. See Canons: Vzcen.'6, 
*15, 16, Conſtant.C. 6. Chalcedop 17. 20. 26. 
* Antioch c. 2.5, Codex Eccleſ. Africe, C. 53. 
155- Coxcil. Gangre. C. 6. Concil. Carthag. 
iC. IO, II. 
#* And thus much as to. the firſt Objection 
:againſt the Conſtijtution' of our Church, as 
:diftering from thoſe 'of the Congregational 
;way ; and therefore not of Chriſt's Inſti- 
{tution. _ 


ie : The 


| Biſhops : But others are not of his Mind, and! 
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The Second Objeftion againſt the Conſtiy 
tution of our Church is, That our Dioceſar, P! 
Churches and Biſhops are unlawful ; For ſa. 
they, *Tis making a new Species of Churches? J* 
and Church-Government , without God',1c 
appointment ; For, fays Mr. Baxter , accory C 
ding to Chriſt's Inſtitution, no Church mulgz 2! 
be bigger, than that the ſame Biſhop may © 
perform the Paſtoral Office to them in preſen} S 
Communion : And ſo he will have thre . 
© 
t 


{ſorts of Biſhops by Divine Right : Farlt 
General Biſhops, that in every Nation ary 
over many Churches. Secondly, Epiſee 
Gregzs, or Ruling Paſtors of Single Cony 
gregations, which are all true Presbyters 
Thirdly , Epi/cops Prefides ; which are th& 
Preſidents of the: Presbyters in particulay 
Churches : This is Mr. Baxter's Notion ol 


will alldw of but one kind of Biſhop, ang, 
ſuch they make the Paſtor of every Congre# 
But that both theſe Notions of Epiſcopacy, 
are talſe, will appear ; For that Firſt, *twas ans 
inviolable Rule in the Primitive Church, that} 
there muſt be but one Biſhop in a City 
though *twere never ſo large ; for our Sa4 
viour having left no Rule about Limits, the? 
Apoſtles follow'd the Form of the Empire, 
planting! 
! 
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ſar planting in every City a complete and entire 
ſay, Church, whoſe Biſhop, as to his Power agd 
he: Juriſdiction , in Eccleſiaſtical Matters, re- 
\d\1ſembled that of the Chief Magiſtrate. of the 
io | City ; the Presbyters , that of the Senates ; 
{7 and the ſeveral Churches, the ſeveral Corpora- 
1415 tions. So fays Dr. Sl. in his Miſchiefs of 
>n; Separation, P. 237. and quotes Origen, c. Celf. 
rel 1. 3.and Dr. Maurice 1n his Def.of Dzoceſ. Epiſco- 
ſt; pacy, P. 377,@. affirms the ſame, and proves 
rd it at large. And as far as the Territories of 
n the City extended it ſelf , ſo far did the Dio- 
n) ceſs of the Biſhop extend ; for the Church 
| and the City had but one Territory.” 
1d. But thoughthis be a thing agreed upon by 
' moſt Learned Men of all Perſuaſions, that 
there was but one Biſhop' in a City in the 
& Primitive Church ; yet becauſe ſome may be 
4 ,- ſo hardy as to deny this, I will appeal to the 
? Practice of the African Church ; for which 
Mr. Eaxter, Dr. Owen, and the reſt of the 
Diflenters, expreſs an eſteem above all oth& 
Churches, *T'was an inviolable Rule among 
. the African Churches, that there muſt be 
but one Riſhop in a City, though never 1o 
large and populous. Sce Cod. Ec. Africe, 
C. 71. And at the famous Conference at Car- 
thage, between the Catholick and Donartilt . 
Biſhops, by the Command of Conſtantine 


the 


- . the Emperor , who was become Chriſtia 


{ few, as that they might all conveniently 


(23) b.. 
Mare 1 
the Rule on both ſides agreed was, but Ong, jj, 
Biſhop in a City, or Dioceſs. See Conferencep pil 
of the Firſt Day, And it there cou'd have. 4; 
been more than one Biſhop in a City, they er 
two great Schiſms of the Donatiſts in 4frica,$;+, 
and the Novatian at Rome, might have beenj 
avoided ; but inſtead hereof, ſee how St. Cp-þ 
prian among others, aggravates the Schiſm z 
of Novatins, tor being choſen Biſhop in. the þ 
ſame City where Corpelizs was choſen be- þ 
tore ; For, ſays he, ſince there cannot be a ſe- | 
cond after the firſt, whoſoever is made Biſhop, 
where one is made already, is not another Bis | 
ſhop, but nove at all, Cypr. Epiſt. 52. n. 4. | 
And the ſame St. C 'yprian 1n his Epiſtle 55. 
n. 6.9. declares, That to have only one Biſhop 
in a City, 'was the beſt means to prevent 
Schifſm.- See St. Cypr. de Unitate Ecclef. 
n. 3, 4 And St. Avguſtize in' his Epiltle 
162. to the ſame pur pole. 

But now that *cis ſo ptainly prov*'d that 
there was never allow'd but one Biſhop 
in a City 1n the Primitive Church, they have 
no way toreconclle this to their Hypotheſi IS, 
but by endcavouring to prove that either 
the Cities were very {mall in thoſe days, ,or 
elic the number of Chriftians in them were 
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meet in one Congregation, And this they 
Ire not ſatisfied to do 1n the ordinary Cities, 
Which Mr. Clarkſon in his Book of Primitive 
piſcopacy affirms , were no larger than our 
dinary Market-Towns in Exgl/and. But 
wen in the very largeſt, and moſt populous 
Cities, they will not allow that there were 
Tmore Chriſtians than cou'd conveniently 
"Meet together in one Church to ſerve God ; 
as in Rome, Alexandria, Conſtantinople, Car- 
age, and the reſt : All which far exceeded 
any now 1n the World, both for largeneſs 
" and number of People. This ſeems to be 
yery ſtrange. Old: Rozze was at that time 
a City ſo large and populous, that it.excell'd 
London, as 1t 1s at this day, as far as London 
pow does New Rome, and had by Compu- 
tation at that time above. 1000000 Inhabi- 
tants; as Dr. Maxrice {hows in his Defence of 
"Iroceſan Epiſcopacy, p. 340. And ſeems 1n- - 
deed to be very probable, if one conſiders 
thoſe vaſt and mighty Preces of Workman- 
Thip, that appear to have been done there ; 
the' Ruins of which are to be ſeen at this 
Oday, as Dr. Burxet in his Travels tells us, who 
gathers from thence, 'That that City mull 
have been vaſtly populous about that time. 
And it was in Anrelizs his days 50 Miles in 
Circumference, Dr. 2, p. 21:2. Andyer will 
: Mr. 


» Lt Ie oF RI. III ann. © Hs eras can Canes - 
» 


wo 


Mr. Clarkſon allow no more Chriſtians i | 
this great City than cou'd meet in one Con, 
gregation. So of Alexawaria, which was 15, 
Miles in. Circumference, according to Pliny,\.x. 
1. 5.9. and thereſt, all greater far than Lon 
10 
don now 1s. But to ſerve their tura theys Ci 
will reduce them ali to the narrow limits olff,., 
a ſingle Congregation, and by confequence, TY 
oive all the reſt to the Devil,by making them) xx 
Unchriſtian, Hereticks, Schiſmaticks, &c. | I 
"Tis ſtrange that Chriſtianity ſhou'd make 
no better a Progreſs, conſidering the largeh 
neſs of the Cities, and Multitude of Peoplg 
ta them ; and conſidering the Care and In$ 
duſtry of the Apoſtles and Learned Fatherg 
of thoſe Apes, and their extraordinary Gifts} 
chat in ſo large and populous a City as Romey 
Chriftianity ſhou'd gain no more tratclyien 
in 300 Years, than cou'd meet all in one! 
Church, notwithſtanding St. Paul himſelf 
had Preach'd there for many Years : 'T he. 
very Quakers in Lozaoz, which is not com+| 
parable to Old Rome, have made more Pro-? 
{clytes already, than the Apoſtles in much! 
longer time ; for were all* the Quakers in} 
London aſſembled in one Congregation, [ 
doubt that never a Church in the Kingdom! 
wou'd be tound large enough to contain 
—_ 3 
Bur 
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2 But beſides, if the number of Chriſtians 
T:were ſo few as theſe Diſfenters wou'd make 
\ them, how was it poſſible for them to potleſs 
/\;chemlelves of the whole Roman Empire” in 


"leſs than 300 Years? 'They had no Intereſt at 
"7 Court nor in the Army ; but were perſecu- 
"Y ted by the Emperors all that time, unleſs in 
"two Reigns ; ſo. that there can be no other 
W Human Cauſe aſhign'd for it , but their great 
3 Numbers. | | 
7 But farther *tis plain that there were ſome 
"x great Cities entirely Chriſtian from the Apo- 
7 1tles days,as Ce/aria,and Lydaa, Atts 9.3 5.and 
' others. So that in the firit 300 Years, whole 
7 Cities and Countries being become Chriſtian, 
J as Exſcbirs affirms, Prep. Evaneg. 1.1. p.12,13. 
! "twas, impoſſible tor a ſingle Congregation 
7 to contain a quarter of the Chriſtians of a 
} City, much leſs of a whole Dioceſs ; For 
beſides the large and populous City, every 
7 Biſhop.had a Territory within his Drocels, 
which extended it felt for ſeveral Miles round 
the City. For every City. had a large Ter- 
ritory, as it were a County round about 1t, 
} which was under the Juri{diction of the Civil 
{ Magiſtrate, who goverh'd the City, and as 
far as the Juriſdiction of the Maglltrate 
reach'd in Civil Matters, ſo far did the Fu- 
riſdiction of the Biſhop reach jn Eccletia- 
[t1923: 
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ſtical Matters. See Car. Apoſtolic. 34. byl 
which a Biſhop 1s forbid to do any thing” 
without the conſent of his Metropolitan or 
Archbiſhop, but what, relates to his own; 
Dioceſs, and the Territories under it ; And? ; 
ſee Car. Antioch 9. & 10. 
But that the Biſhops Territories and Turiſd bi 
diction extended far beyond the Walls or; 
Bounds of the City is moſt evident ; for! 
Theodoret, who was Biſhop of Cyrus, had a? 
Dioceſs 40 Miles ſquare, and yet he reckon'd? 
his Epilcopacy of Divine Inſtitution. , See} 
his Zpift- 42. And he had within his Diocels| 
800 Pariſh Churches, as appears by his 
Epiſt. 113. to Leo. This is an Inſtance fſoþ 
Clear againſt our Diſſenters, that Mr. Baxter, 
and Mr. Clarkſon, and the reſt, have np way | 
to Anſwer it, but firſt that it came from the | 
Vatican Library ; ' which Objection is fully} C 
removed by Dr. Stilling fleet in his Miſchief 2 a 
Separation, P. 256. and by Dr. Maur. Def. of } q 
4 

f 


Dioc. Epiſc. p.396. and this Epiſt. of Theod, . 
prov'd to be his own, by comparing it with * 
his other Writings ; and alſo by the clear i 
Teſtimony of Liberatus, whoinfallibly knew / 
T heodoret*s Stile and Writings. Neither does | 
it follow, chat becauſe it came from the YVi- | 
tican Library, therefore it mult not be Au- # 
thentick : But when Peopte are Drowning, 7 
rathes 


/ 


| LO 
7; rather than fink they will catch hold of 4 
yg Bull-ruſh. | | / 
X' The other Exception they take tb this 
1 Teſtimoriy of Theodoret is, That he was not 
(7 Biſhop of 'a ſingle Dioceſs, but of a Pro- 
7 vince ; and that Theodore? was an Arch- 
& biſhop : but that Cyprus, of which he was 
f then Biſhop, was no Metropolis at that time, 
'* nor Theodoret Primate of a ' Province, but 
1” under a Metropolitan, appears 'by his 16 Ep. 
=; and by-his 8 1, 82, 34, 94, and 161. Ale*- 
| 4nder. was then his Metropolitan, . 
But Theodoret was not the only Biſhop 
that had ſuch a large Dioceſs ; for St. Chry- 
ſoftom had one full as large, and which con- 
tained as many Pariſhes ; he was Biſhop of 
Conſtantinople, and all the Territories there- 
* to belonging, and did not think it 1n his 
; Conſcience too large ; for if he did, {6 good 
{ a Man as he, would either have divided or 
7 quitred it. And Arthaaſids was Biſhop of * 
* Alexandria and the Territories belong to it ; 
* for he ſays, Ap. p.; 81, 802. Maorett 15a Re- 
£10n belonging to Alexandria, and all the 
Churches there are immediately ſubject to 
the Biſhop of Alexandria. | 
But becauſe Dr. Owe, Mr. Baxter, Mr. 
Cottox and the reſt, have made choice of the 
Church of Carthage in Africk , in St, Cypri- 
C 41's 


6 


; 
'Y 
a 
F 
> 
p 
* 
A 
7 


y, > 
2s 
£ "y 
AF 
«7 
E18 
A 
hb 
y 
. 
4 
NI 
45 
Ga F 
$2 
I 
| 
6s 
he 
3 
- 
= 
L 
bo 
by 
; 
. 
. ; 1 
'# 
o 


(28) 


an's time, to make their appeals to; Dr. * 
i Stillingfleet, to avoid all Cavils, (as he tells 7 
I us). has choſen that very Church to be deci- | | 
ll ded by , as to the Epiſcopal Government | | 
18 now in diſpute between us. And therefore, © ? 
1 
{q 
: 


it firſt he proves that there were a great num- 
Wil . ber. of Presbyters, belonging to the Church © 
|! © of Carthage at thattime; and therefore not 

| likely to be one fingle G ongregation. And | 

| this he proves, out of St. Cypriaz's own Epi- 

| files in his Baniſhment. Particularly in his | . 

| — 5th. Book, Ep. 28. he complains, that a | 

| great. number of his Clergy were abſent, þ f 
il and the few that remain'd, were hardly ſut- » ; 
| | ; ficient for their Work. 


And that theſe Presbyters, and the whole'| 
I. Church were under the particular care and :: 


government of St. Cyprian, as their Biſhop, © 
appears. by his own words, L2b. 3. Ep. 10, 

and 12. to the People of Carthage ; he com-'? 
ll . plains to them of his Presbyters, that they 
did not reſerve to their Biſhop that honour ' 


due to his place ; for that they received Pe-_ 
nitents to Communion, without Impoſition + 
of Hands by the Biſhop, &c. And in his | 
Epiſt. 28. he threatens ro Excommunicate. . 
thoſe Presbyters that ſhould do ſo for the : 
future. And all the other Biſhops gave their ; 
t approbation to St. Cypriax for fo doing. 7 
1 | And 
ſt | ; 
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- And the ſame St. Cyprian in his 3 Book,” Ep. 


65. tells them that a Biſhop it the Chureh 


* js in the place of Chrift ; and that Diſobe- 


dience to him 1s the occaſion of Schiſtns and 


by Diſorders. See more fully concerning” thts 
» matter, in Dr. Stillinpfleet's Miſchiefs of Sex 
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paration, Þ. 228, 229. &c. ' And now ſince 
Dr. Owen, Mr. Baxter and (the reſt, have. 
agreed to appeal to the Church of Carthage, 
we muſt ſuppoſe they allow no Deviations 
in that Church, from the Primitive Inſtitu- 


tion, and what that was then, - any one may 


judge. n 

And St. 4uanſtine was. another Biſhop 
in the Africa» Church ; the was Biſhop 
of Hippo Regia,” the Dioceſs of which ex- 
tended at leaſt Forty Miles, as appears by 
St. Auguſtine's own Epiſt. 262. 

"Tis true, the African Church came moſt 
near the Congregational way of any other, 
the Dioceſs being ſmaller by reafor of the 


many Sectaries there; the Doxatis, ana 


many others : And that. is the Reaſon, Mr. 
Baxter and the reſt expreſs ſo great an Eſteem 
forit,. But that their Biſhopricks were much 
too large, to ſerve either the Presbyterians or 
Independents turn ; and, that they never al- 
lowed more than one * Biſhop in the lar- 
geſt Cities, ſufficiently appears by what has 

C 2 beer 
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been ſaid. And in the 4frican Code, there | 
is a Canon that ſays. expreſly ; no Biſhop - 
ſhall leave his Cathedral Church, and go to - 
any-other | Church in his Dioceſs to refide - Bi 
there, See Codex Eccl. Africe c. 71. Which |} Fir 
ſhows that the Biſhops Territories and Ju- © = Bi 
riſdiQtion extended into diſtant Places from | D 
the City, as well in the Africa» Churches | ti 
as.1n others. 

I ſhall only add to this, that Calvin look'd | A 
upon it asa Thing out of diſpute among | ai 
Learned Men,. that a Church did not only. © tc 
take in the Chriſtians ofa City in the Primi- ! V 
tive. Times, but of the adjacent Country | * tl 
allo. See Calv. Inſtit. l. 4. c. 4. n. 2. & 71 

But though there were never more than * g WW: 
one Biſhopin aCity,in the Primitive Church, F 

* yet ſome Biſhops have had © 
Par ho the. Two or more Cities in their, £ 

b Dioceſs. Timothy was Biſhop * Tt 
of Farmiſſus and Endocias ; Athanaſius was t 
Biſhop of Dzive/tus and Sozopolis. And there * i 
| have been ſome Biſhopricks 'that have had * 
no City at all in them, but only Villages, + « 
for there were ſome Countries that had no © 
Cities in them; ſo have we at this Day, + | 
Biſhops in Ireland and Wales that have no * 
Cities in their Dioceſs: But it cannot be © 
prov'd that the Juriſdiftion of the Biſhop, 
and 
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'* and the extent of his Dioceſs was confin'd 
- to any ſingle Village. So far from that, 
that by the Canon of Sardica VI. all the 
Biſhops Aſſembled at Sardice agree, Thar it 
7 ſhall by no means be lawful to Ordain any 
” Biſhops in, Villages or ſmall Cities, that the 
- Dignity of a Biſhop may not be contemp- 
- tible from the meanneſs of the Place. 
But, ſays Mr. Clarkſoz and the reſt, 'The 
; Apoſtles Ordain'd Elders in every Church, 
” and then Mr. Clarkſon names the places , 
! towit, Antioch, Konium, Lyſtra, and other 
F Villages : and theſe Elders or Presbyters 
* they will have Biſhops. But firſt, I "iy, 
- That during the Apoſtle's days, the names 
Biſhop and Presbyter were commonly. uſed, 
: the one for the other ; (but not after, as 
' ſhall be ſhow'd hereafter) and therefore. 
' theſe Elders, or Presbyters here ſpoken of 
” may be as well taken for ordinary Presby- 
ters or Prieſts, as for Biſhops. But allow- 
* ing theſe Presbyters were Biſhops, whit 
i adv antage will it be to. them? for firſt, it 
| does not appear, that the Apoſtles confin'd 
| their Authority to thoſe places, but the con- 
: trary 1s evident; and unleſs they can prove 
+ this, 1t will not ſerve their turn. But, Se- 
; condly, theſe Cities over which the Apo- 
: itles appointed Elders, were large Cities at 
G3. that 
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that time, by much too great to come toge- | ( 
ther 1 i1n one Congregation. lconium.-was then: 4 
a;Metropolitan,' and had many other Cities 
vnder-it. And the. reft were all large Cities. ;* « 
But | before I conclude this point T mult > 
make one Obſervation, and that is, That? 
Mr. Clarkſon, to prove that .a Biſhop of! | 
\ a City had no- more but one Congrega- | | 
I tion, undertakes to ſhew how ſmall ſome 
Cities were ; but *tis remarkable he quotes |! 
for his Authority ſome. Author who ſpeaks} 
of | them long before there were any Bi-| 
ſhops ;. and betauſe they might have been | 
"lf {mall places then, will needs have them to 
if be ſo in the days of the Apoſtles, which | 


ay 


1s very ridiculous ; for under the Roman y 
Emperours, both the Roman and the Greci- | N 
ar Cities were at their height, and did ve- | 
ry much ſurpaſs both for their magnificence | 

and number of people, any that have been * 
before 'or fince ; nor 1s this to be wonder'd :. 
| at, {ince our Cities do now ſtand upon much | 
| narrower -Foundations as to their conſtitutt- 

| on ; our 'Cities have ſeldom any Liberties +, 
| half a mile beyond their Walls; and are ge- : 
| nerally but an Afembly of Trades-mea : ©: 
| [ whereas tne Romaay Cites had each a Ter- 


ritory, as it wore a, County belonging to | 


it, which was under the jurisdi&tion of the © 
| City *% 
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; City Magiſtrate ;- and the Citizens were the 
> Lords of the adjacent Country. 


T have: now ſhew'd that the Government 
of the Church by Dioceſan Biſhops, is agree- - 
able to the practice of the beſt and pureſt - 
Ages of the Church, and to the Judgment 
of the wiſeſt and holieſt Fathers of it. And 
that their Power and Jurisdiction was as 
abſolute, and extended as far, or farther 
than any Biſhops this day in Exgland, 1 
ſhall ſhew hereafter that Epiſcopal Govern- 
ment, as now ſettled in Ezgland, has been, 
and 1s at this day, commended and ap- 
proved of by all the moſt Eminent Divines 
beyond Seas. 

Perhaps ſome may ſay, if the Govern- 
ment of the Church by Dioceſan Biſhops, 
be ſo agreeable to that of the Primitive 


Church; and approved of by other reform?®d 


Churches, as we pretend it is; how comes 
it that they all did not follow the pattern of 
England, and become all Dioceſan Churches ? 


1 anſwer, They may as well ask us, Why all 


the Nations of the World that were ſubject 
to the Roman Emperors, did not upon. the 
decay of the Romax Empire, when they re- 
ſum'd their juſt Rights of Government to 
themſelves, become all Monarchies, according 
to the: Pattern of Ex2/and. Some Nations 

4 beſides 


"= 


beſides England , Irelapd and Scotland, did 


"Fr 


aſſume Epiſcopal Government ; 2s Denmark ft 


Swedep, &c. but perhaps it was not confi ſtents 


En 


with the preſent Circumſtances, or Politickiyefi 


Conſtitution of all places.at the time of the} 
| Reformation, to ſet up Epiſcopal Govern] 
. ment, as indeed it was not. And therefore! 
ſince neither Epiſcopal, nor any other parti-|k 
cular kind of Government is ſo eſſential to a | 
Church, as that a true Church may not be # 


without i it in caſe of indiſpenſible Neceſlity ; 


they put themſelves ſome under one Form of , Vi 


Government, fome under another , as was ni 
moſt agrecable to their preſent conſtitution ; # 


but with this Caution every where, That all I 
Proteſtants of every whole Church, be the | 
| pn what-1t will, {ſhould be oblig'd bf 


o Conform to the ERabliſhvd Church in 
which they liv'd : For though every Natio- 
nal or whole Church had a Power to chuſe 


what kind of Government they Þ leaſed for 


themſelves, yet *twas never allow'd that par- 
ticular ſcrupulous People among themſelves, 
had Power to do ſo too ; This Fower of ſub- 
dividing was never pretended to, nor Ppre- 
Qtis'd in any other Nation ſince the Reforma- 
tion, but in Exglazd. So that though they 
do all allow the Antiquity and .Ulcfulneſs of 
EPAeoPal Goverament ; yet fince tis no 

| ID Tenti:; if 


| 


rh f the P recbyterian or "Ibtendeas: nor .con- 
nt\ ro at this time for all places, ſome may 
ckxefule it ; and yet it does not follow that we 
1 England {ſhould do fo, fince 'tis convenient 
n-Sor us, and more. agreeable to the Laws and 


> * 


re\Conſtitution of theſe Kingdoms, and comes 
i-{þÞy much qearer the Praftice of the Primitive 
a Churches, than any other whatſoever. 


But they ſay, we make Epiſcopal Gavern- 
ent. Eſſential to a true Church, for that we 


c iter bs in England, unleſs they be or- 
tdain'd by. a Biſhop. To this I anſwer,* Tis 
#plain, we do not make Epiſcopal Govern- 
Ement Eſſential to a true Church ; For we al- 
Zlow all the Reform'd Churches to be true 
ZChurches, and Communicate with them, 
Zand yet ſome of them have no Dioceſan Bi- 
J ” ſhops. ?Tis true, by the Laws of this Church 
” and Nation, none are to be admitted to exe- 
* cute the Office of a Miniſter in any Cathedral 
! or Pariſh Church or Chapel, nor to hold any 
- Eccleitaſtical Benefice within thelokingldins 
> butſuch as are willing to ſubmit to the Orders 
+ and Government of this Church, and the 
' Laws of the Land : And therefore ſince both 
| the Laws of this Church and Nation do re- 


quire that all Miniſters who detire to ſerve 
—_ 
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in this Church, ſhall declare publickly th Lptec 


they aſſent to and approve of our Formg 
Wopſhip, &«. and are willing to uſe the ſamg 


receive their Ordination, and Licence to exygz 


ST 


cute their Office from the Biſhops ; 'Tis bufectle 


* The Church of England 
does not ſay abſolutely that 
all thoſe Miniſters who want 
Epiſcopal Ordination are nn 
true Miniſters ; but only that 
none ſhall be accounted a [aw- 
ful Biſhop, Prieſt, or Deacon, 
fo as to execute their Fug- 


cHimin the Church of Eng- 


land, wnleſs they be once Or- 
dain'd by a Biſhop; as appears 
by the Preface to the Ordi- 
nations 


tions, ſhou'd be oY 1 


F730 


the Liberty of EXECUTING 2 


Miniſters, according tos 
God's Law ; (as thoughſz ex 
no inſtance can be given; e: 


of Ordination, without a Biſhop in Scripture}! 


they ſtubbornly refuſe to ſubmit to our Laws 


or Antiquity ; but all to the contrary) becauſe | ( 


and Conſtitutions, and contemn the lawful | 


Authority under which God has plac'd them, ': 
- 2nd commanded them that they: ſhould obey. 5. 
- zAnd this 15 evident from the Statute of | 
14 Car. 2. In which: there is a particular | 
Provilo, That all Miniſters of Foreign-re- f 
jorm'd Churches, who come 1nto this 1 King- Þ 
dom by the King's Permiſſion, are to be ex- 3 
*» 
2 


i 
7 


cepted 


> 
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Epted out of, and excus'd from the Penalties 
f that Act. And this Cuſtom of requiring 
Conformity, and Subſcriptions from all who 
gk ſire to be admitted to the Office of the Mi- 
Wgiſtry, is agreeable to the Practice of every 
' +ttled Church that has been ever ſince 
Chriſt's days ; as will appear hereafter. 

'4 The 3d. ObjeQion againſt the Contfitu- 
ion of our Church is, , 
hat our ” National POL —— whole 


hurch , which we call Churches of ſuch Nations 
as upon the decay of the 


oc he Church of England, Roman Empire reſum'd 
thas no Foundation, and their juſt Right of Go- 
Y wants Difcipline ; All-be- 159,505, nodes 
Zing incroach'd and ſwal- | 
Zlow'd up in the Biſhops ; and the Paſtors of 
every Pariſh, who ought to have full Power ta 
© execute every part of it,are depriv'd thereof. 
* Burtthis isfalſe ; for the Presbyters 10 our 
: Church, have as great Power in Ecclefiaftt- 
* cal Matters, as ever: they had in the Primi- 
| tive Church. What Power are they depriv'd 
of by the Biſhops that they had then ? By the 
Laws of our Church, no Rulcs of Diſcipline, 
no Articles 'of Do&rine, no Form of Worſhip 
can be introduc'd by the Biſhops, or impos'd 
upon any, withort the conſent of the whole 
Presbytery of the Nation in Convocation , 
who appear either in Perſon or by-rron. 
he 
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The only Authoriry that the Biſhops of 


the Church of Exgl/azd have above the Pres- 
byters is, Government , Ordination , and 
Cenſures ; which were all appropriated to 


the Apoltles, and Biſhops in the Primitive - 
Church : St. Cypriaz aſſures us it was ſoin 


the African Church, in his Third Book, 
Ep. 10. & 12. 28.27. And ſq it wasin 


t. Auguſtine's Time. See Cod. Ecol, Afr. 


C. 6, 7, 9, &c. 
| Bur, fay they, the Power of Ocdination 
1s taken away from the Presbyters , and 
lodg'd ſolely 1n the Biſhops ; and *cis plain 
(ay chey). in the Apoltles days the Presby- 
rers did Ordain ; for Timothy was ordain'd 
by laying on the hands of the Presbytery, 
1 Tim. 4.14. But Dr. Hammond 1n his, Pa- 
raphraſe on ho Text fays, That theſe Pres- 
| byrers here Poker of, who ordain'd Timothy, 
were Apoſtles That Timothy was organ d 
by St, Paul a" Tvident ; for St. Parnd 1n 
S:00nT EP! Tz to Timothy ich. 1.v.6.fays, I put 
thee ra mind, that thou ſtir up the gift of God 
which 7s in thee, by the laying on of my hands. 
And the Apoſtles might then have been Lke- 
ly enough call'd Presbyters ; ; for that during 
the Apoltles time, Biſhops and Presbyrers 
were the e lame, and ſometimes us'd the one 
tor tn other; as appears p-ainly by compa- 
| ring 
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ring r Tim. 4. 14: with 2 Tim, 1.6. Tn the 
former Verſe, St. Paul bids Timothy Neglect 
not the gift that is in him, by laying on the 
hands of the Presbyters ; And in the latter, he 
bids him, Stir up the gift of God which is in 
. you, by the laying on of my hands. 
For while the Apoltles liv'd, they manag'd 
the Aﬀairs of Government in the Church 
themſelves, and therefore there were few or 
no Biſhops 1n their days; but as they with- 
drew, they committed the Care and Govern- 
ment of Churches to ſuch Perſons as they 
appointed thereto, of which we have an 
uncontroulable Evidence in Timothy and Ti- 
tus: So that although the : Apoſtles left no 
Succeſſors in Eodems grads, as to thoſe things 
that were extraordinary 1o them, as the In- 
fallibility of their DoQrine; and the writing 
New Goſpels, the Extent of their Power, cc. 
yet to other parts of their Apoitolick Office, 
rhey had Succeflors, as 1n Teaching and Go- 
| verning, and ſuch hike things that were nor 
| extraordinary. Which Power of Governing, 
Ordaining, &c. being given ro ſuch parnce- 
lar Presbyters as the Apoſtles thought fit tor 
it, was properly the Epitcopal Power : And 
thus theſe who were but Presbyters 19 the. 
Apoſtles days, by the acceſhon of this £0- 
verning and ordaiping'Power, hecame Biltop3. 
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(40) 
after their Deceaſe or Departure. And thus 
will all thoſe ſeeming Differences between 
the words Presbyter and Biſhep, ſpoken of in 
Antiquity, be reconcil'd. And herewith: a= 


grees the Opinion of Archbiſhop Whzizrgife | 


and Biſhop Bz//oz, and Dr. Stillingfleet in his 


Miſchiefs of Separation, p. 270. and many ' 


others. See King Charles IT. his Debates a- 
bout Epiſcepacy, more fully concerning this 
Matter. . 

- But *cis plain, that Gnce the Apoſtles days, 


- Presbyters were not Biſhops , but a diftin&t 
_ © Order from them : And this is agreed by 
moſt Ancient and Modern Writers. See 


among ethers, Ignatins his Epiſtle ad Tall. 


 Wherehe ſays, That without Biſhops, Prielts, 


and Deacons, it cannot be call'd a Church. 
And 'Aerizzs who declar'd, that there was no 


difference between a Biſhop and a Presbyrer,- 
was repreſented by Epiphanins as a Prodigy, 
_ and his opinion Madneſs. - See Epriph. Hey.7 4. 


N. 1. 3. So 1ſchyras pretended to be a Pres- 
byter , becauſe Colathus had ordain'd him ; 
but Athanaſins repreſents it as a Monſter, 
that one ſhou'd eſteem himſelf a Presbyter, 
who was ordair.'d by one who died himſelf 
a Presbyter. See Dr. Maur. Defence of Dio- 
ceſan Epiſcopacy, Þ. 451. And 1n the Primi- 


ve Church, if a Biſhop himſelf did Ordain 


any 


- 
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any one againſt the Canons and Eſtabliſh'd 
Diſcipline of the Church, they did nor ſtick 
at declaring ſuch Ordination void, and in 
ſome Caſes to re-ordain. See Can. Wicep. 9, 
10.16, 19. and Caz. Antioch. 73. 10, &c. 
What Sentence ſhall we think then they 
wou'd have pronounc'd againſt our Presby- 
terian Ordination, as practtis'd here in Exg- 
land, contrary both to the Canons of the 
Church, and the Laws of the Land too. 

- But beſides all this, the Plea which our 
Difſenters make for Separation upon this ac- 
_ count, that the Presbyters are totally depriv'd 
of their Power of Ordaining, 1s falſe ; For 
by the Canons of the Church of Ezglana, 
Four Presbyters are to aſſiſt the Biſhop in 
giving Orders , and after Examination , to 
joyn in laying on of hands on the Perſon or- 
dain'd. See Cap. 31.and 35. | 
But another Objection which they make 
{ tothe Church of Ezg/azd, for want of Dilct- 
pline 1s, for that the Power of ' Excommuni- 
cating Notbrious Offenders, is taken away 
from the Parochial Miniſter, and lodg'd only 
in the Biſhop. But ſure they who'make this 
Objection,neyer read the 26th. Canon, whack 
is one of them acknowledg'd to be the Au- 
chentick Church Canons : For that. Canon 
lays exprefly, That no Miniſter {hall admit 
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any of his Flock to the Lord's Supper, whio 
is known to be guilty of any Scandalous Sin, 
"until he hath openly declar'd that he has 
cruly repented, And in caſe the Offender 


continue obſtinate, he muſt give an account | 


to the Ordnary-within 14 Days, who is then 
to proceed to greater Excommunication, for 
the other 1s call'd a Penitential Excommy- 
zication. So then it ſeems the Paſtors are 
not totally depriv*d of the Power of cenſu- 
ring for Scandalous offences ; nay, they 
have a greater. and more abſolute Power, 
than is alow'd them in many other Reform'd 
Churches ; for indeed, the exerciſe of Diſct- 
pline is a Work of ſo much Prudence and 
Difficulty, that the greateſt Zealots for it, 
have not thoughr fit to truſt it in the Hands 
of every Parochial Miniſter , and his particu- 
lar Congregation. Calvia himſelf ſays, to 


do ſo, 1s ——_ to the Apoſtolick Pra- 


tice. See Calv. Ep. 136. And Beza, ſpeak- 
ing of the Diſcipline of Gezeva, in his Ep. 20. 
{ays, The Parochial Miniſters proceed no 
farther than Admonition, but in caſe of 
Contumacy, they certifie the Presbytery of 
the City, who fic at certain times to hear all 
Cenſures relating to Diſcipline. 

But alowing a Church wants true Difct- 


pline, does it therefore loſe its 5 Being, or ju- 
{iihe 
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ſify Separation? No ſure; if ſo, there 
were few Presbyterian Churches to be 
found in the late times, many of them ha- 
ving no Diſcipline at all among them for 
many years, :nor ſo much as the Lord's s Sup- 
per adminiſtred in ſome parts of this King- 
dom for ten or a dozen years together. 

But now we come to the 4th. Objeftion 8- 
gainſt the Conſtitution of our Church, which 
15, That the People are depriv'd of their right 


of chooſing their own Maniſters. 


Pray let me ask them how tat is Original 


| and inherent Right (as Mr Baxter calls it) 


of choo{1 7s, came to be 


lodg'd n the People ? Was there not a Church 


to be form'd in. the beginning? Did not 
Chriſt appoint Apoſtles, and give them Au- 
thority for that end ? Where was the Church 
Power then lodg'd ? Was it not in the Apo- 
les? Did: not they in all places as they 


. planted Churches, appoint Officers to teach 


and govern them? And were not then the 
Paſtors inveſted with a Power ſuperior to 
that of the People? How came they then 
to loſe it, or how came the People to pretend 
an original Right thereto : ? Beſides, How 
cou'd the People make choice of Men for 
thejr fitneſs and abilities, when at that ry 
their 
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their abilities depended ſo much on the A- 
poſtles laying on of their hands, for then 
the Holy Ghoſt was given to them. It 
ſeems then that this original and inherent 
Right was not in the People in the Apo- 
ſtles -days, nor in the firſt Ages of the 
Church, for if it had, 'St. Clement, St. Cy- 


ptian, St. Chryſoftom, &c. could not have | 


been ignorant of 1t ; St. Clement ſays in his 


Ep. 54, 55» 56, 57. (the Apoſtles thought . 


fit to reſerve this Power of appointing Ot- 
ficers in the Church to themſelves, to pre- 
vent the Contentions that might happen a- 
bout 1t : And that all the People had to do, 
was to give te{timony of the Perſon choſen ;) 
And to that end, *tis true, the People were 
to be preſent at the nomination of a new 
Biſhop ; for ſince, they were to be Men 
blameleſs and of good report ; *twas but 
fit that the People that beſt knew his Life 


and Converſation, ſhould be preſent to te- - 


fifty the ſame. And herewith agrees St. 
Cyprian Ep. 68. (whom Mr. Baxter vou- 
ches for the contrary) ſays he, (The Biſhop 
{hou'd be choſen in the preſence of the Peo- 
ple, that by their preſence their Faults may 
be publiſh'd, or their good Adions com- 
mended,) but ſays rot a word of the Pcoples 

Power 
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Power of Electing him. AY \onr Ordijations 


muſt be done in the publick 
As to the Elections of view of the People, who.ave 


iDeacons, "tis to be nos demanded of the Biſhop, whe- 
ted that 'twas properly grits del OT Sowa 
noChurch Power which «: tc aqnirred. See theForm 
they had, but they were Of Ordination in the Book 
Stewards of the Com- * Common Prayer. 
mon Stock ; and therefore *twas but reaſon- 
able the Community ſhould be ſatisfied in 
the choice of them. St. Chryſoſtoms in his 
Book ae Sacerdotio, complains much of rhe 
uniitneſs of the People to judge in ſuch mat- 
ters. So does St. Auguſtine Ep. 110. 
And indeed, were there no other Reaſons 


againſt the Peoples choofigg their own Mi- 
niſters, but the muſchiefs that would. necels 


farily attend it, *twere ſufficient ; for when 
ever the Peopls aſſum'd this Power of choo- 
ſing, it caus'd fo great Diſturbances 1n the 
Church, that at Axtioch the Diviſions of 


_ the People about rhe choice of a Biſhop, 


in the time of Conſ/taztize, had kindled ſuch 
a Flame, as had almoit deitroy'd both Church 
and City. The like at Rs,e upon the choice 


of Damaſcus, And if the C0p!; have the 
Power of chooſing their own !-.:::!fers, what 


ſhou'd hinder but there may bc + - 5bvteri- 
an, Independant, Anabaptiit, Quaker and 
Papilt teacher all in one Par:ih, and ſo this 

D 2 __wonuld 
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would ſet open a door to infinite Diviſi- 
ONS. | 
And therefore to avoid the great Evils, and 
- inconveniences of popular Elections , the 
Power of chooſing their own Miniſters was 
taken away from the People by ſeveral 
Councils, as 12.-and 13. Can. Conc. Laodt- 
ces, Conc. Antioch. c. 18. &c. Conc, 24. 
of Nice. c. 3. 

The Reaſon that firſt gave Lay-men a title 
to the nomination of Miniſters, was when 
Chriſtian Princes and others, had given large 
Endowments to the Church, *twas thought 
but juſt that they ſhould have the nomi- 
nation of the Miniſters for thofe Churches 
that they had built and ingow'd. And this 
was a Prerogative in the Kings of Exgland 
ever ſince the firſt foundation of a Chriftian 
Church here, and long before any freedom 
of Elections was pretended to. See Szar. 
25. Eaw. 3. and the Cafe of the King's Ec- 
cleſiaſtical Power in Lord Cook's 8th. Rep. 


and the Caſe of Premunire in Sir Johs, 


Davenant's Reports, Caſe ult, And this title 


of Patronage has been confirmed to Lay- 


men. by ſeveral Councils, as x/f. Coup. of 
Orange, Anno Dom. 441. 24. Connc. of Ar- 
les, Anno 452. 9th. Counc, of Toleas, &C. 


And 
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And this Right of preſentation is not on- 
ly usd in Exgland, but in other reform'd 
Churches : In Denmark the Archbiſhops, 
and Biſhops are appointed by the King, fo 
they are 1n Swedelayd. S0 in other Lathe- 
yay Churches, the Superintendants are ap- 
pointed by the ſeveral Princes, and the Pa- 
trons preſenr before Ordination. The Sy- 
nod of Dort hath a Salvo for the right of 
Patronage. In France, the Miniſters are 
choſen by Miniſters ; at Geneva by the Coun- 
cil of State ; who have Power likewiſe to 
depoſe them. And Beza in his Ep. 83. de- 
clares againſt the Peoples chooſing their Mt- 
niſters as a thing without any ground in 
Scripture. Grotins Ep. ad Boatſlaer Ep. 62. 
p. 21. agrees herein, How comes then our 
Exeliſh Diſſenters to make this a ground 
of Separation, to wit, The depriving the 
People of their Right of chooſi ing their own 
Miniſters, when 'tis evident they never had 
any ſuch Right, but w hen they got it by U- 
ſurpation : And tis contrary to the gene- 
ral practice of the Church in all Ages, and 
even to the, prattice of other rejorm'd 
Churches at this day. 

But beſides the wer of the 
Peoples chooling their Munitters, ' and the 
oreat miſchiefs that attend it, by making the 
D 3 Yeop'e 
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People run into Diviſions and FaGtions ; *tis 
a thing very unreaſonable in it {elf that 
ſuch an ignorant,” proud , unpeaceable ſort 
of ' People, as Mr. Baxter himſelf confeſſes in 
his Sacrilegie Diſſert. p. 102. &c. the or- 
dinary ſort of Chriſtians to be, ſhould be 
made Aly of their Miniſters abilities, and 
ſoundneſs of Doctrines; who are molt apt 
to revile the beſt and graveſt Miniſters, as 
the-ſame Mr. Baxter ſays himſelf in his Care 
of Diviſ. p. 39}. Sure 'tis more likely that 
the King and Parhament and the Governours 
of the Church ſhou'd provide able and fit 
Minifters for us, than ſuch fort of People 


as theſe ; unleſs any will be ſo ridiculous 


as to ſuppole that the Magiſtrates, and Cler- 
gy are all bad men, and the ignorant com- 
mon People the, only incouragers of Ver- 
rue. 

They may ſay *tis as unreaſonable on the 
other hand, "that all the People of a Pariſh 
ſhou'd be. oblig'd to take a Miniſter put 'in- 
to the Cure by tome young, raw, extrava= 
gant Heir that had the 500d Fortune to be 
born to an En, to which ghe Advowſon | 
aid belong, but perhaps is as 1gnorant,. and. 

unkt to 5/8 of the abilicies-of a Miniſter 
as the meaneſt in the Pariſh. To this 1 ati- 
iwer, That though ſuch wnorant. Perions 


may 


(49) 
may ſometimes have the right of Preſenta- 
tion, yet they have not the Power of putting 
into the Cure any Minilter they pleaſe, for 
the Patron has only the right of preſenting 
his Clerk, who. muſt be admitted and 
inſticuted by the Biſhop, before the Cure is 
{aid to be full, and if the Biſhop with. the 
reſt of his Clergy , after examination had, 
&c. do think him any way unqualified for 
the Cure of Souls, he may reje& him, 
and put the. Patron: to preſent another -qua- 
lify'd for the Office ; which if he neglect to 
do within fix Months from the time the 
Church became void, he ſhall loſe his pre- 
ſentation for that turn, and rhe Biſhop ſhall 
preſent. So that the Patron, it ſeems can- 
not put whom he will on the People for 
their Paſtor, but is bound to find Perſonam 
idoneam, a fit Perſon. | 

And now before we paſs from this mat- 


ter, let us ſee whether the Civil Magiſtrate 


has Power to ſilence Miniſters or- not. 
Doubtleſs he has, otherwiſe *ctis impoſſible 
that any Kingdom {hquld be fafe ; for fince 
the generality of the People are ſo apt to 
be led by their Spiritual Guides, and take 
their Notions of Loyalty and Obedience 
from them, tis ſtrange to imagine that Mi- 
nifters ſhall be allow'd to Preach up Sedi- 
D 4 tion, 
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tion, Hereſy, or what Doctrine they pleaſe, 
and it ſhall not be in the Power of the Ma- 
piſtrate to ſilence them. 

But ſay our Diſſenters, we are call'd to 
the Office of the Miniſtry by God Almigh- 
ty, and have received our Commiſſion to 
Preach the Goſpel from him ; and there- 
fore mult not negleC to diſcharge our Duty 
in Obedience to any Power upon Earth, 
for we muſt obey God rather than man. 

But firſt, T hope they will grant that when 
God Almighty gave them this Commiſſion, 
he did not limit it to any certain place, but 


*rwasgeneral to Preach the Word to all Nati- 
ens, fo that in obedience to God's Command, 


doubtleſs they onght to go and Preach ia 
thoſe Countries where their Preaching is moſt 


wanted, and will do God molt ſervice. There 


are many Countries in the World that know 
nothing of Chriſtianity, and many that do, 
have not able Miniſters enough ' to ſerve 
their turn ; ſire thefe Men that think them- 
{ctves bound in Conſcience to Preach, wou'd 
much better diſcharge their Conſciences by 
going into thoſe Countries, and Preaching 
to thoſe poor People that are in fo great want 
of it. Chriſt ſent his Diſciples to Preach to the 
loſt Sheep of the Houle of 1/rae/. The Apo- 


les who doubrtiefs had as univerſal a Com- 


miſſion 
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miſſion to Preach, they never went to abide 
in thoſe Cities or Places where ſound Teach- 
ers were ſettled before, but they choſe" to 
go into thoſe parts where Chriſtianity was 
leaſt known, and their Preaching would do 


'moſt good. Why will not our Non-confor- 


miſt Minifters foliow their example? Several 
of our foreign Plantations want able Mini- 
ſters among them, they want Univerſities 
and famous Schools to breed them in, and 
therefore muſt needs be but poorly ſup- 
plied. If they would leave this Nation, and 
go and Preach there, *'twould convince the 
World that they deſign'd nothing but God's 
Glory and the diſcharge of their own Con- 
ſciences 1n deſiring to Preach; but ſince 
they do not, 'tis evident whatever their pre- 
tences may be, that *tis felf-intereſt and their 
own conveniency, that makes them defire 
the liberty of Preaching in theſe Nations. 
What have they to ſay to this * Indeed the 
beſt of them give but a very unſfarisfacto- 
ry Anſwer hereto. Mr. Baxter in his Anſwer 
to Dr. Sti/;ngfleet, ſays, The Reaſon why 
they do not go to Preach among the Indians 
is, becauſe -they cannot ſpeak their Lan- 


guage, and becauſe many of them have 


Wives and Families which they cannot leave : 


But for his own part, he ſays, it he were 
but 
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but young enough, he would not trouble 


this cenſorious perſecuting part of the World | 


any longer : Mr. Baxter has not been always 
old, he was young enough when firſt he be- 
gan to write againlt the Church of Exglard, 
Why did he not go when firlt he was prohi- 
bited to Preach here, if he had, perhaps our 
Divifions about Matters of Religion, had 
been much narrower than now they are, and 
a reconciliation much more eaſy between us. 
As for their not, ſpeaking the Language, 
there are many of the New- Plantations in 
America, &c, that underſtand. Exgliſh and 
Latin, and want able diligent Paſtors a- 


mong them. And as to all their other Rea- 


ſons for not going, the leaving their Fami- 
lies, &c. they may carry .them with them; 
bur ſurely no Reaſons of this kind, can 
come 1n competition. with the great Ad- 
vantage of propagating the Goſpel of Chriſt, 
and the Peace and Quiet of three King- 
GOms. 

But again; They ſay God has command- 
ed them to preach the Goſpel, and they muſt 
obey God rather tnan Man. So God has al- 
ſo commanded them to obey their Gover- 
nours and Magiſtrates, and to preſerve the 
Peace and Unity of the Church and Nation 


in which they live. Now fince they muſt 
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of neceſſity break one of | theſe Commagds 
by ſtaying at home' and preaching. ig ſe- 


\ parate Meetings ;- and may perform both 


by. going to preach beyond. Seas, certainly 
the beſt and ſafeſt way mult be to doe the 
latter. | "_ 

And if God Almighty has given them 
commiſſion to preach, as they ſay, I am ſure 
he has given them commiſhon no where to 
diſturb the Peace and Settlement of a Chri- 
{tian Church. and®State, - eſpecially a true 
Church. He bid them go and -preach the 
Word, and teach all Nations, but we all 
know that the” greateſt Part of the World 
was then unconverted, and had go Chriſtian 
Teachers and Miniſters orderly ſettled among, 
them; ſo that thoſe whom Chriſt then ſ{enc 
could have come no where amiſs, every.one 
of them was to make as many Converts as 
he could, there being no limits put how tar 
their particular Charge ſhould extend, and 
notarther ; but ſoon after, even in the Apo- 
{tles days, when particular diſtinct Churches 


were gather d, and committed to the Care 


of particular Perſons, i ſuppoſe, none of our 
Diflenters will ſay, That any Miniſters, by 
virtue of their general Commiſſion, to teach 
all Nations, might have come into another 
Paſtor's. Congregation or Pariſh and preaci 
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in a ſeparate Meeting witheut Licence; and 
draw as many People from their lawful Pa- 


ſtour, to whoſe Care they were particular- 


ly committed, as they could. No, they 
who did ſo were often condemn'd by St. Pax, 
as appears in many of his Epiſtles. And this 
is the very Caſe of the Church of England, 
with relation to our preſent Diſſenters; Al- 
lowing their Commiſſion to preach be as 


full as they pretend to, yet it gives them no 


Authority to invade other mens Rights, or 
to draw away the. People from .their lawful 


| Minifters; And eſpecially fince, if they 


pleaſe, they may exerciſe their Office in other 
places, and do no Man wrong. 

The Apoſtles had as full a Commiſſion to 
preach as any of our Diſſeaters can pretend 
to, and ſomething more extraordinary ; and 
yet we don't find that they thought them- 
ſelves oblig'd to preach.directly in oppoſitzon 
to the civil Magiſtrate though a Heathen. 
*Tis true, for the firſt 300 years Chriſtianity 
had not generally the Laws to countenance 
and defend "it, as now it has. So that the 
Apoſtles and Fathers of the*Church could 
not have the Command or Authority of the 
civil Magiſtrate for what they did, yet they 


| had his connivance, and never preached di- 


rely in oppoſition to his poſitive command. 
bt, 
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Yt. Paul ſays, As 14. 12. They neither 
found me in the Temple diſpnting with any 
mnan, neither raiſing up the people, neither in 


1 the Synagogues, nor in the City. And again, 
* Ads 15.6. Neither againſt the Law of the 


Jews, neither againſk the Temple, nor yet 
againſt Ceſar, have I offended any thing at 
all, So it ſeems the practice of the Apottles 
was to preach the Goſpel where they came 
ſo long as they were tolerated or conniv'd 
at by the Government. But as ſoon as they 
were prahibited by the Magiſtrate, they left 
that City or Place and weat to the next , but 
thought it no ways their Duty to oppoſe 
the Will of their lawful Prince, though. a 
Heathen. And will not our Dzſſeaxters ſhew 
the ſame reſpeRt to a Chriſtian Prince that 
the Apoſtles did to Heathen Magitſtrates ? 
But whether Chriſtian Magiſtrates have 
power to ſilence ſome Miniſters, ſuch as they 
think fit, or not, it 1s a thing queſtionleſs 
that has been prattis'd by 'em in all Ages, 
ever ſince the time of Coxſtantize the Great, 
which is near 1400 years. Conſtantine by 
his Edict ſuppreſs'd all ſeparate Meetings, 


nation was as good as any among our Nox- 


conformiſts. See Enſebius Vita Conſt. lib. 3. 
cap. 


* 
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and among the reſt the Novatians, and # 
filenc'd their Preachers, though their Ordi- 


"POM (55) LE 
cap. 63, 64, 65,66. And St. Anguſtine did 
vety \much commend the Emperour for ſo 
doirig. See Anp. Ep. 48. and ſee alfo his 4* 
Book againlt Cre/ſcontns a Donatrift, ch. 51. 
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All the Reform'd Churches in the World, | 


do, at this day, ſilence ſuch Miniſters as re- 
fuſe to ſubmit to the Orders and Government 
of their Church, and believe they have Pow- 
&r ſo to do. At Gezxeva their Council of 
State has the ſole Power of Electing and Des 
poling Miniſters. Nay, farther, by the Con- 
fitution of Gexeva, they have Power not on- 
ly to ſilence, but to excommunicate ſuch Mr- 
niſters as ſhall contemn the Authority of the 
Church , ar by their obſtinacy diſturb the 
Order of it. In the Frexch Church, if any 
refuſe to ſubſcribe to . the Qrders of their 
Church, he 1s to be declared a Schiſmacick 2: 


And Calvin himſclt, Ep. Olewian. pag. 311, | 
and 122, ſays, Let him that will not ſubmit | 


to the Orders of a Society, be caſt our. 

But what need we go fo far trom home 
for Inſtances of this kind ? Let us ſee what 
the Opinion of our own Dzſſezters heretofore 


was 11 this matter. Firſt then in the great Di- | 


ſpute between the Browni/ts and the Non-con- 
formiſts about the Minitters preaciiin:zs, Cc. 
againſt the Will of the Prince, the Nox -con- 


formiſts all agreed, That the Apolitles had 


rower 


972. 
df Power immediately from God to ſt up his 
of Kingdom, but their Power was extraordina- 
"F ry, and under Heathen Magiſtrates, But 
# our Miniſters have- no ſuch extraordinary 
, | Power; And our Magiſtrates being Chriſti- 
-= | an are much more to be reſpected. See Gif- 
tf ford, a Non-conformiſt Miniſter his Anſwer 
- | to Barrow: And ſee the Confutation of the 
fl Brownifts, by ſeveral Non-conformiſts, who 
- | join's together for that purpoſe ; publiſh'd 
by one Rathband by their command, p. 51. 
And ſee Mr. Bradſhaw his Anſwer to John- 
ſon, to the ſame purpoſe ; where he ſays, 
That the Magiſtrate had no Power to ſilence 
the Apoſtles, for that *twas manifeſt by the 
ſilencing of them, was intended the utter 
extirpation of Chriſtianity': But the caſe is 
| alter'd among us, for the ifitent of a Chri- 
ſtan Magiſtrate is not to ſilence all Chri- 
ſtian Miniſters but ſome particular men on- 
ly ;: ſo that the Queſſton 15 not whether M1- 
niſter or no? but whether this or that Mini- 
ſter of Chriſt ? And doubtleſs every Chri- 
ſtian Prince has Power to chuſe what Men 
he thinks fitteſt for publick Offices 1n Church 
, or State, fo long as they be equally qualited 
according to God's Law. = 
But to go on, The Opwion and Practice 
of the Dzſſexters in the lace unhappy Tames, 
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are not yet forgotten, they were all then of 
an opinion that Chriſt's Miniſters may be ſi- 
lenc'd and accordingly put it in pratice eve- 
ry Party as it ſerv'd their turn : See their S9- 
lemn League and Covenant, all who would 
not enter into it, and ſolemnly ſwear to doe | 
cheir utmoſt endeavour to aboliſh Epiſcopacy | 
and ſet up Presbytery , were immediately | 
not only filened but ſequeſter'd ; though ! 
their Miniſtry was as much of Divine Right 
as any of theirs now. Conſcience then was 
no Plea for not taking this ſolemn Oath. 
They would not ſuffer one of the old Clergy 
to teach a School. Nay, they would not al- 
low their own Tzdependernt Brethren to preach, 
though they had all taken Presbyteriaz Orders, 
as they themſelves. See the Letter from the 
Presbyterian Miniſters of Lozdor, to the A(- 
ſembly of Divines at Weſtminſter, Ann. 164.5. 
| Jan. 1. And the grand Debate, &c. And 

in New-England where the Independents have 
the Power they are all of the ſame Mind, 
none is to preach publickly, by their Laws, 
where any two organick Churches, Council 
of State, or general Court, ſhall declare their 
diffatisfation thereat. See their Body of Sta- 
tutes which they have lately printed. Nay, 
they are nat ſatisfied to ſilence ſitch Miniſters 
as will not conform, but they baniſh them 
OO; 


Sn. 
too, as they did Mr. Wilms and others. 

And is it not very ſtrange then that the ſi- 
lencing of ſuch Miniſters by the King and 
Governours of the Church, who poſitively 
refuſe to ſubmit to the Orders of the Church, 
or to give their Governours ſuch a Teft of 
their Obedience and Conformity to the Laws 
of the Church and State; as they in their 


Diſcretion have thought fir to require of 
them ;. that this ſhould be a thing ſo unlaw-_ 


ful and wicked now, that has been praQti- 
{ed in the pureſt Ages of the Church, and 
by the Difſenters themſelves when they were 
in Power, and by all the Churches in the 
World at this day: —_ 

And indeed if the Teſts which the Laws 
require of their Obedience and Loyalty be 
too ſevere and rigid, they may blame them- 
ſelves for it ; for Governours cannot be too 
cautious in ſecuring the Peace and Safety of 
the Kingdom againſt a Faction that has once 
already overthrown this Monarchy, and 
Church. And give us all the: Reaſon 1n 
the World to believe, That they are ready 
to do the ſame again (eſpecially the latter) 
as ſoon as ever it is in their Power. The 
bitter Spirit they ſhow in Scotland already, 
and their Unchriftian like behaviour to all 
thoſe that differ from them in Opinion, 

3 ſhews 
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ſhews us plainly what we may expect here 
when ever they are able. 

/ And thus much for the Pleas which the 
Diſfſenters ule for Separation, which relate to 
the Conſtitution of our Church. The ſe- 
cond ſort are againſt the terms.of Communi- 
on with it. They ſay our terms of Commu- 
nion are unlawful, for that the Church of 
England 1njoins ſome things in God's Worſhip 
which are not exprelly commanded in Scrip- 
ture, and ſo makes the Scriptures inſufficient. 
And theſe things are our Ceremonies,and pre- 
{cribed Forms of Prayer, &c. 

Firſt, as to our Ceremonies, The Church 
| of England ulcs no Ceremonies, but ſuch as 
| 4, IF were us'd ia the pureſt Agcs of the Church, 
bh as Dr. Stillingfleet has prov'd in his Miſehiefs 

"of Separation : And ſuch as are now us'd by 
the greateſt part of the Reform'd Churches 
beyond Seas. The Lutheran Churches have 
the ſame, and more Ceremonies than we 
have: And yet. theſe Churches have been 
thought fit to be united to the beit Reform'd 
Churches by the beſt and wilſcit Proteſtants, 
as appears by a Synod of the Reform'd Chur- 

Tz. ___ches at Chareton 1n France, Anno 1631. 

And indeed, there is no Chriſtian Church 

in the World, but what do make Laws, and 

Canons in Matters of Circumſtance, and 
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compel both Miniſters and People to obey 

the ſame. . They do not believe that every }. 
variation in Circumſtance, in God's Wor- 


ſhip: is ſetting up new parts of Worſhip as 


our Difſenters ſeem to do when they charge 
us with ſetting up new parts of Worſhip, 
and making the Scriptures inſufficient. A- 
doration, we all agree, is a ſubſtantial and 
proper act of Divine Worſhip, but whe- 
ther this Adoration is perform'd by pro- 
ſtration, or by bowing, or by kneeling, 1s 
a Circumſtance in it ſelf indifterent ; And 
therefore they who differ ' in theſe Circum- 
ſtances, do not differ in the a&t.of Worſhip, 


' but in the manner. See the Harmony of > 
Confeſſions, where «you will find what the 


Opirions of other Reformed Churches are 
concerning the Lawfulneſs and Uſefulneſs 
of Ceremonies : The latrer Helvetian Con- 
feſſion ſaith, That there are aifferent Rites 
and Ceremonies found in the Churches ; let 


no Man judge hereby that the Churches dif- 


ſent. And the Contefhion of Bohemia hath, 


Wherefore thoſe Rites and thoſe good Cere- 
monies ouzht only to be kept, which among 
the People of Chrift do Ediffe ; therefore whe- 
ther they be extent, or brought in by the 
Bi(hops , or by the Councils tccleſiaſtical, or 
by other Authors whatſoever, the ſimpler 

E-.2 ſort 


fort are not to trouble themſelves about that, 
but muſt uſe them to that which i good. 
And a little after, A!though our Men do not 
equally obſerve all Ceremonies with other 
Churches, which «s mot a thing neteſſary to 
be done, yet are they not ſo minded as to 
move any Diſſentions for the cauſe of Ce- 
remonies, although they be not judged to be 
altogether neceſſary, ſo that they be not 
found contrary to God's Word; And the 
Auzuſtine Confeſſion has; Some Men ther 
' may ask, whether we would have thu life 
of Man to be without Oraer , without Ce- 
remonies ? In no wiſe : But we teach, 'That 
the true Paſtors in their Churches may Or- 
dain Publick Rites or Cerepontes. And Beza 
in his 24th. Epiſf. agrees herein, as has 
been ſaid before. And Calvin in his Book 
of the True way of Reformation, Ch. 16. 
ſays, He would not contend about Ceremo- 
nies, not only thoſe which are for decency, 
but thoſe which are Symbolical. Let af 
things be done decently and in order, ſays che 
Scripture. And St. Paul tel] us, 1 Cor. 14-33. 
God 1s not the author of confuſion but of peace, 
as in all the Churches of the Saints. 

But to come home to our Diſſenters, Mr. 
Baxter in his Poor Man's Family Book, p. 
337. ſpeaking of our publick Worſhip 1n 
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our Pariſh Churches, ſays, I» all the lawful 


Orders, Geſtures , and Manners of behavi- 


our in God's Worſhip, affet# not to differ 


from the reft, but conform your ſelf to the 


uſe of the Church, for in the Church ſin- 
gularity is a Diſcoxd, &c. See Vines on the 


- Sacrament to the ſame purpoſe, p. 39. and 


\ 
« 


( 


many more Inſtances of this kind might 
be given, but what has been ſaid is ſuffici- 
ent to ſhew that ſuch Ceremonies -as ſerve 
for Order, or Edification, and are not di- 
rectly contrary to God's Law, are to be u- 
ſed according to the Opinion of all the Re- 
formed Churches, and moſt Eminent Men 
both at home and abroad. 

Now, How ſhall we know what Cere- 
monies are lawful, and what not ? Ir is to 
be noted, That the nature of Ceremonies 
1s to be taken from the DoCtrine which 
goes along with it, and may be lawful and 
not lawful, as that is. If a Ceremony be 
made a ſubſtantial part of God's Worſhip, 


and unalterable ; or be ſuppos'd ſo necefla- : 


ry, as that the doing of it would be a thing 
meritorious or pleaſing to God, and the not 
doing of it ſinful, tho? there were no human 
Law which requir;d the doing of it; Then 


.1t becomes ſinful, becauſe 1 GL 


tures inſufficient. And. this it was that 
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made the Jewiſh Ceremony of waſhing be- 
tore Meat ſinful: And ſo it is in many of 
the Ceremonies of the Church of Rome. 
But when Ceremonics are injoin'd for the 
fake of Order and Uniformity in God's 
Worſhip, according to the general Rules 
-of the Scripture, and to prevent the great 
Miſchiefs which we ſhould inevitably fall 
into, if every Paſtor and People were ſut- 
tered to follow their ſeveral difterent judg- 
ments in the manner of God's Worſhip, 
then they are lawful and good. 

But, {ay they, If thele Ceremonies do 


not bind the Conſciences of Men, Why 


does the Diſcipline and Cenſures of the 
Church, force Men to. uſe them? I an- 
{ſwer, The Church does not oblige Men to 
the obſervance of theſe Ceretnonies, as things 
that bind the Conſcience, or which are ne- 
ceſſary to be done or not done 1: themſelves; 
but the Reaſon why Men are forced to ob- 
ſerve them, and puniſh'd 1f they refule, 1s 
becauſe they are appointed by the Church, 
- and difobedtence to the Laws of Church or 
State, made not contrary to the Law of God, 
is finful, Rom. 13.5. and 2. And for this 
they are puniſh'd] and allo for diſturbing the 
pubiick 'Peace. 'And thus we juſtify our 
bow1ng at tne name of Jeſzs at fealonable 
| times, 
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times, and all our Ceremonies; ſince the 
Church has appointed them, we ought to 0- 
bey, unleſs we can prove them to be ſinful, 


' which no Man can do, ſo long as the Wor- 


ſhip is directed to a true Object, to wit, the 
Perſon of Chriſt. As for the Ceremony of 
Bowing towards the Altar, Note'the Canon 
that appointed it, did not oblige any to the 
obſervance of it, but left them to their liberty. 

As to the poſture appointed by the Church 
of Ezgland, for receiving the Lord's Supper, 
to wit, Kneeling, *Tis a Circumſtance which 
may be varied according to the Diſcretion of 
the Church. In the Primitive Church it was 


always taken in the poſture of Adoration, 


which poſture varied according to the' Cu- 
{toms of Countries. Now Kneeling being 


the poſture of Adoration in theſe Kingdoms, 


the Church of Erg/and has therefore appoin- 
ted, that it be taken kneeling. And indeed, 
*tis but very reaſonable that. ſo Sacred an 
Ordinance, and ſo great a Benet ſhould be 
received in the moſt thankful and' humble 
roſture that may be, and that ſurely 1s on 
our Knees ; which 1s alfo the fittett poſture 


| 
Fs 


for thoſe high ſtrains of Devotion, with | 


which ſo Sacred a Work ought to be at- 

tended at the very inſtant of taking it. 
The only Objection that I know 1s made 
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againſt this poſturg of Kneeling at the Sacra- 
ment, is becauſe it is Idolatrous and con- 
trary to Chriſt's own Prattice. ?Tis ftrange 
that they will make us and the greateſt part 


of the Reform'd Churches all Idolaters whe- 


ther we will or no: Does not our Book of 
Common Prayer at the end of the Commu- 
nion Service tell them as plain as words can 
expreſs it, That we pay no Adoration. to a- 
ny thing in che S4Eiin ent. but, Chroſt him- 
ſelf which 1s in Heaven, and yet will they 
make Us Tdolaters Tor all this? Has any of 
them ever writ ſo-{trong againſt Tdolizing 
the Elements of Bread and Wine in the Sa- 
crament of the Lord's Supper, as our Di- 


' vines of the Church of Exglazd have done? 


And yet will they perſwade us we are Ido- 
laters? They may as well believe, that we 
Worſhip the Stones in the Church-Walls, 
when we kneel down to Pray in them : 
And truly, I fear: many of them do  : 
which makes them uſe that poſture ſo ſel- 
dom in their publick Meetings: For you 
{hall ſeldom ſee in any of their Meetings, 
{carce one of the whole Congregation on their 
Knees, not even at repeating the Lord's 
Prayer, if it happen to be ſaid, which is not 
often. Their uſual poſtures of Praying in 
their publick Congregations, are either ſtand- 
©: 5 Re & 1-2 ing, 
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ing, or lolling on thejr Elbows : And at the 
Reading of the Holy Scriptures ; nay, even 
of the Pſalms themſelves, tho' they are the 
- very higheſt ſtrains of Devotion, you ſhall 
ſee them all ſitting on their Breeches, and ma- 
ny of them with their Hats on. 

But pray, How comes the poſture of fit- 
ting to be the only fit poſture for receiving 
the Lord's Supper? Was that the poſture 
Chriſt us'd? No, if we will believe moſt 
learned Men, they will tell us, Chrift gave 
it leaning ; which perhaps, he might have 
done on purpoſe, to let us ſee, that he did 
not require any one ſet poſture, for leaning 
is a mean as it were, between kneeling and 
ſtanding, and ſeems to incline equally to 


both. Why $60 DLO. it lean 
ing as. Chrilt,g1d, and after Supper, and in 
= er Room ? Why do Rte erve 
all HEE Circumſtances ? If one may be 
diſpens'd with without ſin, Why not ano- 
ther 2 If they will not be ſo civil as to Con- 
form to the Church of Ezg/and, Why will 
they not follow the Example of other Re- 
formed Churches ? the Churches of Fraxce 
'and moſt of the Reformed Churches, take it 
either ſtanding or kneeling, as being po- 
ſtures of Adoration : But becauſe they do, 
our Engliſh Diflenters will take it in no other 

ky poſture, 


(68) 


ture, but that which is moſt irreverent, 
and fartheſt from Adoration in the World ; 
to wit, ſitting on their Breeches. *Tis a Feaſt 
(ay they) and therefore ſitting being a poſture 
of eaſe, is moſt ſuitable to it: We own *tis a 
Feaſt, but not a common, bur Spiritual Feaſt ; 
and therefore we ought to take it not in the 
poſture we uſe at our common Tables, but in 
a more decent and reverent Poſture. 

To conclude this Point, I ſhall give you 
the words of one of the moſt Eminent of 
' the Non-conformiſt Preachers in this Matter. 
: Vines, in his Book on the Sacrament, p. 39. 
. ſays, 'Tis no corruption to vary in occaſional 
: Circumſtances i adminiſtring the Lord's Sup- 
' per, ſuch as time and place, and poſture, &C. 
Mr. Baxter has ſeveral times declar'd the 
ſame, and ſo has moſt of the Non-confor- 


miſt Miniſters. And herewith agrees Hooker | 


12 his Eel. Polity, lib. 5. p. 366. 

As to the”"Sign of the Croſs in Baptiſm, 
*Tis us'd only as a Solemn Rite or Ceremo- 
ny of admiſſion into the Church of Exzland, 
as 'tis uſual in admiſſions into Societies to 
uſe {ome particular Ceremonies : Therefore 
as Baptiſm, beſides irs Sacramenral Efficacy, 
is a Rite of admiſſion into Chriſt's Ca- 
tholick Church, ſo the Sign of the Crols, is 
into our Church of Exz!and. We do not 


uſe 
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uſe it as *tis uſed in the Church of Rome : 
for they uſe 1t as a” dedicative Sign to God, 
we only as a Token, or declarative Sign to 
Men ; they uſe it before Baptiſm, and make 
it part of it; we after, and make it no part 
of Baptiſm, but allow the Baptiſm to be 
g00d without it; and it to be omitted in 
Private Baptiſm, if it be ſ{crupled. 

If it be ſaid) that ſince theſe Ceremonies 
are allowed to be things indifferent in them- 
{elves by the Church of Erglazd, and are 
{crupled by the Diſſenters, why will the 
Church of Ezgland impoſe them ? I anſwer, 
Firſt, *tis not fit nor convenient that ſuch 
things as are thought neceſſary by the Go- 
vernours of a Church, «o preſerve the Or- 
der and Unity of it, ſhould be caſt aſide, 
to humour {ome over ſcrupulous and reſtleſs 
Minds, and who, 'tis like, would not be 
ſatisfied, were that granted. Secondly, It 
is more fafe for the Church of Ezglaxd to 
tolow the Example of the greateſt. part of 
the Reformed Churches, which do allow 
and practiſe .them, than ſuch a handful of 
People as the Diſſenters of England, &c. And 
Thirc!;;, There were as in{ignificant Cere- 
moni-: njoyn'd by the Apoſtles themſelves, 
as a, -* ours are now, notwithſtanding. 
lomo +... {cruples concerning them ; = 
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the Love Feaſts, and Holy Kzf, &c. till a» | 
boliſh'd by general conſent. And the A{- | 
ſembly of their own Divines at Weſtminſter, | 
tell us , The Apoſtles (lay they) notwith- | 
ſtanding the difference of Men's Judgments, | 
did preſcribe Rules of Uniformity. See Pa- | 


pers for Accomodation, p. 111. 

The text great Objection which the: Di/- 
ſentersmake.to the terms of our Commu- 
nion 1s, For that we tie up our Miniſters to 
preſcribed Forms of Prayer, which is a 
ſtinting of the Spirit, and hinders them from 
exerciſing their Gifts, and is contrary to 
Scripture, and the prattice of the Primitive 
Church. | 

The Arguments which they commonly 
uſe againſt written Forms of Prayer are, 
Firſt, They ſay that nothing but the Cano- 
nical Scripture, and the lively Voice: of 
God's Graces ( which they call Preaching 
and Extempore Prayer) are to be brought 
into the Publick Worſhip'of God ; and no- 
thing that is Humane, becauſe ſubjeEt to In- 
firmities and Errors. But if ſo, then muſt 
we exclude not only all written Prayers, 
but the whole Bible too, unleſs in the Ori- 
ginal Tongue ; for all Tranſlations of it are 
Humane, and ſubject to Errors. And alſo 
the Prayers and Preaching of the FRO 
mul 
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mult be excluded, for the Errors in the Ser- 
mons ; and Prayers of the Paſtors, cannot 
be ſaid to be the lively Voices of God's own 


Graces. And the Pſalms in Metre muſt þ 


| alſo excluded. : 


Another Argument is, That we muſt not 
make uſe of any outward helps in the ation of 
Prayer; for the Spirit they ſay helpeth our In- 
firmities, and therefore written Forms, and 
all other outward helps are ſinful. Butlet me 
ask them, whether the Voice of another 
that Prayeth, or Faſting, or the lifting up 
of, the Hands and Eyes, 1 Tim. 2. 8. or 
Kneeling, be Prayer it {elf, or- only out- 
ward helps to Prayer to make it more fer- 
vent? Sure they are outward helps only ; 
and yet they are ufed in the very aQtion of 
Prayer. 

Agatn, .they ſay Reading a Prayer can- 
not be Praying ; for Prayer is the pouring 
forth Supplications to God, the other a re- 
ceiving in of ſuch things as we Read. But 
when one hears a Prayer pronounced by a- 
nother, his hearing does receive 1t into his 
Soul; but yet at the ſame inſtant he doth 
power it. forth as a Prayer to God. Why 
then may- not this be done as well when 'tis 
read as when *tis pronounced hy another ? 


Bit 
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But then they tell us, That all Forms of 
Prayer area ſtinting of the Spirit. If ſo, Why 


will they hear the Extempore Prayer of ano- | 


ther Man ? is not this as much a Form of 
Prayer to all the Hearers, as any written 
Form can be ? Doubtleſs it is How comes 
it then, that the Spirit of the Hearers is not 
as much ſtinted when they joyn 1n this Form, 
as if they had joyn'd in a written Form * 
But ſince our Dzſſexters have the conhi- 
dence to affirm, That Forms of Prayer are 
ſinful; and were never uſed among Chri- 
ſtians till lately, in the time of Popery and 
Superſtition, and are ſupported only by che 
Tenoratice and Lazyneſs of our Clergy, T 
will ſhew, That Forms of Prayer and Prai- 
ſes have been uſed by God's People in the 
time of the Old Teflamenr, and have been 


.praftiſed and recommended by Ghrift him- 
{elf in the New: And that both Forms of 


Prayer and Liturgies, were Compoſed by 
the Fathers, and appointed to be uſed in the 
Church ever fince Chriſt's days : , And that 
even the moſt Eminent of our own Noz- 
Conformiſts have heretofore declared their 
liking thereto ; And that all the Reformed 
Churches do uſe and approve of preſcribed 
Forms in their publics Worſhip at tais Day : 

And laſtly, I-will ſhew, That our Exg!/if 


Conmmuns 
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Common-Prayer Book has been particularly 
Commended and Approved by the. moſt 
Learned and Eminent Men of the'Reformed 
Churches beyond Seas. _ And when this is 
done, if any will be ſo hardy, as to affirm, 
That Forms of Prayer are ſo Sinful, as to 
cauſe a neceflity of Separation, he is incor- 
rigible, and not to be Convinced by Rea- 
{ons. 

Firſt then, Forms of Prayer, &c. were 
| [uſed by God's People in the time of the 01d 
VTeſtamezt ; tor the Lord preſcribed a Form 
{of Bleffing to Aaron, laying, On this wiſe ye 

all bleſs the Chilaren of Iſrael, ſaying, 8c. 
iNumb. vi. 23. And again, Demt. xxvi. he 
preſcribed a Form of Prayer, which he 
commanded the People to uſe. And the 
xXxij. Pſalm is a Prayer, which the People 
were commanded to {ing or ſay, every 
Morning ; fo are ſeveral of the other Pſalms 
Forms of Prayers, as IxXXvI, XC, Clj, Cc. 
See Origen Cint. Celſ. 1. 4. p. 178. And here 
obſerve, That the Diſſeners will allow 
theſe P/alms to be Prayers, and that they 
ought to be Sung to God ; yet they will not 
allow that a Man ſhould Pray Singing. For, 
ſay they, When they are Sung, they are 
not Prayer. See now what an ablurdity they 
will run Into, rather than forlake their own 
Opinton : 
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Opinion : For here they affirm, That a 
Man may fay the Words of Prayer to God 
devoutly, and yet not pray. 
Secondly, Chriſt himſelf uſed a Form of 


Prayer (though doubtleſs he had a power of 


praying Extempore, mtfch beyond what our 
Difſenters, or any that ever was on Earth, 
can pretend to) when he was in the Garden, 
a little before his Suffering, he prayed twice 
or thrice in the ſame Words, Matth. xxv1; 
44. Mark xiv. 39. and that too at a time 
when he was in fo great Extremity and 
Sorrow, That he ſweated drops of Blood ; 
and at ſuch a time one uſually prays after 
the moſt prevailing and fervent manner. 
And to aſſure us that oux Saviour thought 
Forms of Prayer very neceſſary to help our 
Infirmities, we have not only his Example, 
but his Precept for it too. For our Saviour 
taught his Diſciples a Form of Prayer, Matth. 
V1. 9. and bid them uſe it. And the occa- 
ſion of our Saviour's giving his Diſciples this 
Form of Prayer was to obviate the incon- 
veniencies which he ſaw did uſually attend 
Extempore Prayers; to wit, the uſing 
Vain Repetitions, &c. which he tells them 
dre not pleaſing to God ; and therefore he 
firſt bids them beware of that, and then i1m- 


mediately after he gives them a ſhort and 
perfe&t 
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perfet Form'of Prayer, as the beſt way 'to/ 
prevent that evil; Whether our Difſetters 
have not as much reaſon to uſe Forms of 
Prayer for that very reaſon as Chriſt's Diſci- 
ples had, let the World judge that hears their 


{tedious ex rerpore Prayers fild with as many 


ar 


vain Repetitions, and bald, and ſometimes 
ſenſleſs Expreſſions as any of theirs. 

But ſay the Diffenters, When our Savi- 
our taught his Diſciples to pray, he did not 
deſign that they ſhould uſe any certain Form. 
of Prayer. For he bad them, Lake 11. 2. 
When ye pray, ſay thus; and (thus) being an' 
adverb of Similitude, does ſhew that our Sa-* 


' viour did not intend they ſhould uſe the 


fame words, but ſome other ſuch like. To: 
this I anſwer, In the 3d. chap. of Exod. v. 14, 
15. The Lord ſaid nnto Moſes, thus ſhalt thou 
{ay to the Children of Iſrael, E HETE hath 
ſent ne unto you. And again, the Godof your 
Fathers, the Goa of Abraham, the God of 
Iſaac, and the God of Farob hath ſent me 
unto you. Here Moſes (by rhis Rule) muſt not 
lay theſe words, or EHETE hath ſent me 
unto yoit, not the Goa of Avraham, the God of 
Iſaac, and the God of Facob hath ſent me unto 
zor, but the like. And by the ſame reaſon 
the Scripture 15 not the very Word of God, 
but the Words of the Prophets ; forall along, 
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when the Prophet ſays, Thus ſaith the Lord, 
they do not tell the very Words of God, but 
the like. 

From what has been ſaid, ? tis evident that 
we have Scripture on our ſide, bothy Old and 
New Tetiament, for uſing preſcribed Forms 
of Prayer. We will 1n the next place enquire 
what Authority we have for it in the firſt 
and pureſt Ages of the Church. Firſt then, 
That Forms of Prayer were us'd in the 
Church in the firſk Century, I gather from 
Ionatins who was Biſhop of Antioch, Anno 
Dom. 99. in his Epit. to thoſe at Magneſf TA 
he bids 'em, Do .nothing without the Biſhop 
aud Presbyters, nor to make tryal of things a= 


greeable to their own private Fanty, P. 34- 


And Socrates in his Hittory, /. 6. c. 8. ſays, 
That Tgnatius, firſt brought the u [ae of ſt ng- 


ing alternately. (as. we.ulE.in our Chous). 2z- 
SO 9" Photius affirtns 
the Tame of him. And Theodoret lays, Hiſt. 
lib. 2.c. 24. That this Cuſtom of ſinging al- 
ternately, began at Antioch, and was Jew Ye- 
cetved all the World over. | 

In the ſecond C , Tertull, de Orat. 
C. I. 41d C. 9. te $ Us, The us'd Forms. of 
Prayer then in the African Church, He calls 
the"ESta's Prayer, the lawful and ordinary 
Prayer, and that the Chriſtians daily re- 
peated 


C27) 
peated that very Form. And he ſhews they 
ſang Hymas, &c. then in the Church alter- 
nately as we do now, Tertul. ad Oxor. l. 2. 
IT, 

F And Calvin in his Inftit. 1. 4. c. 1. af- 
firms the ſame, That the Chriſtians did uſe 
tg repeat the Lord's Prayer daily, and that 
they did it. by Chriſt's Command. How will 
our Diſlenters reconcile this to their ſeldom 
or never uſing of it, even on the Lord's Day ; 
every young Preacher, yea, and every per- 
haps drunken Cobler, preferring their own 
raſh and indeliberate Prayers before 1t. 

In the third Century, St. Cypriaz who li- 
ved then, affirms the ſame, that the Lord?s 
| Prayer was us'd daily, for tays he, The Fa- 
ther will know the words of his own Son, ee © 
Cypr. de Orat. Dom. p. 309. And the ſame . 
Cyprian in his Ep. 8. aa Cler. & Pleb. p. 24. 
lays, Chriſt commanded us to pray for all men 
in a common Prayer wherein all agreed. It ap- 
pears alſo that the Prieſt and People pray'd 
by way .of Reſponſes ; as when the Prieſt 
ſaid, Lift up your hearts, the People anſwer'd, 
We lift them up unto theLord. See Cypr.de Orat. 
Dom. Y. 22. See more 40r this interchang- 
able way of praying between Prieſt and 
People, B. Bil. of Chriſtian Subjettion, part 4. 


P. 435* 
F 2 In 


A © SELF® «a * ; 
BE a ears TTL I 
3 5 ; > va 4 þ a Ar EE 


(78) 
In the ſame Century, :Orrgex ſays, They 
who ſerved God through feſus in the Chri- 
ſtian way, uſe frequently night and day the in- 
joined Prayers: See Orig. in Celſ. l. 6s p. 302. 
Ard St. Baſil in his Book de Spirit. Sant. c. 
29.P.221. tells us, That GregoryThaumaturgus, 
who was his Predeceſſor in the Biſhopuitk 
of Neoceſarea and cotemporary with St. Cy- 
7rian, compoſed a Liturgy, and appointed 
Ceremonies for that Church. And that too 
in an age when miraculous Gifts laſted. 
In the beginning..of the tourth Century, 
Azn. Dom. 312..the. firſt Chriſtian Empe- 
ror Conſtantine (as Enſebius tells us 1n his 
Life s Conſtantine, /7þ. 4 6.17. 2-395.) 


er 'd his Palace after the manner of a : 


Church, and woutd take the Books himſelf 
into his hands, either for explaining the Holy 
Scripture, or repeating the prelcrib'd Prey- 
ers in his Royal Family. 

In the ſame Century,..Aihanaſivs Biſhop 
of Alexandria, "Thews us, that the Prieſts 
and Feople pray'd by way of Reſponſes in 
that Church ; for 1n his Epift. to Solitar. 
P. 23g, he ſays , The People mourned and 
groaned to God inthe C hurch, all of them cry- 
ing to the Lord, and ſaying, ' Spare thy Peo- 
ple. good Lord, ſpare them, &. By which 
it irems the Church 0:d not think it enough 
tizen 
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then for the People to ſay, Amer, but ap- 
pointed them diſtinct and intelligent an- 
{wers. 
In the ſame Century, the Council of Lao- 
| aicea, Can. 15. Bev. Tom. 1. p. 459. appoin- 
ted Canonical Singers, who ſang out of 
Books, and none but they were allow'd to 
begin the Hymns. And the ſame Council, 
Car. 18. Bev. Tom. 1. p. 461. Ordained 
- that the very iame Liturgy of Prayers, ſhould 
be uſed always both at three in the Afﬀter- . 
noon and 1n the Evening.. And now be- 
- cauſe this Council is ſo plain evidence againſt 
the Difſenters, that they have no way to an- 
{wer it ; they fly again to their laſt refuge, 
which 1s to deny the Authority of this Coun- 
cil ; for, they ſay, this Council of Laodzcea 
was but a Provincial Synod, 6r Coundll : 
But tho? we grant *twas no more but a Pro- 
vincial Synod, yet I hope a Provincial Coun- 
cil of Orthodox Biſhops were Good Autho- 
rity. Burt belides, this very Canon concern- 
ing Liturgies, was taken into the Code of 
the univerſal Church, and confirmed by the 
Council of Chakedon, which was a general 
Council. | 
_ And that they us'd Forms of Prayer, and 
Reſponſes, and Alternate way of Singing in 
the African Church, appears by St. Cyprias 
P:3 betore : 
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before : And by Optatus Maleuianns, l.2.p.47. 
for there he blames the Donatits, for ſhut- 
ting the mouth of all the People, and forcing 
them to be filent. See alſo St. Anguſtine de 
Eccleſ. Dog. c. 30. Tom. 3. p.45. Many more 
Inſtances and I. may be given to 


the ſame purpoſe a$St. Baſil, Ep. 63. p. 843. 
and Ep. 68. p. 856. (where he ſays, That 4 
Prayer wherein there are not conjoin'd woices, 
is wot half {o ftrong as otherwiſe ifmona be) © 
Conc. Carthag, Can. 106. Bev. Tom. 1. p. 640. 
But I will referr the Reader to Dr. Comber of 
Liturgies, and Dr. Falkner his Defence of Li-_ 
FUNAIES, 

Our Diffenters object againſt our alter- 
nate way of praying, as in our Litany, where 
the Prieſt ſays half the Sentence, and the Peo- 
ple the reſt, for that neither Prieſt nor Peo- 
ple ſpeak a complere Sentence, and therefore 
our Prayeris imperfe&, and we do but mock 
God. But by what has been faid it appears 
that this praying by way of Reſponſes, was 
us'd in the purett Ages of the Church, and 
by the Holieſt Men. Burt pray, Why may 
not- the words make as perfe&t a Prayer 
when they are pronounced by two Mouths, 
as when only by one ? Prayer is not the pro- 
nouncing of. words, but the joining the de- 


Hre and conſent thereto, and this they may 
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do as.well when they are pronotinced by ſe- 
veral Mouths as by one. "They may as well 
ſay, That when a Tune is play'd by a Con- 
{ſort of Muſick, and the Trebles reſt and let 
the Tenors and Baſes go on,as ſometimes they 
do, that the Tune 1s not a compleat and 
perfect Tune, for if you take either part 
Gngly, it is not ; but altogether it is too great 
Advantage. mw a 
The Advantage of this way of Praying 
by Reſpenſes is, That we can give our hearty 
Conſent to each Petition, after a more live- 
ly manner than by barely ſaying, Ames. 
And alſo by our frequent anſwering of whole 
Sentences, our Fancies are the more ſtirr*d 
up and enliven'd by ſhaking off thar dulnefs 
and drowſineſs, that otherwiſe wonld be 
apt to ſeize upon our Spirits, 1n barely liſten- 
tag to one long continued Prayer. ; 
And 1n the Primitive Church, they had 
certain Prayers for certain Times and Occa- 
ſions, as Eafter- Eve, &c. See Leo in Vit. 
Chryſoſt. Tom. 8. p. 288. &c. 
* Thus much for the practice of the Primi- 
tive Cimrch. Now let us come a little nearer 
our own time, and ſee what the Opinion of 
other Reformed Churches is concerning pre- 
{crib'd Forms of Prayers and Liturgies; and 
this we do the rather, betule the Diflenters 
04 are 
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are perpetually calling upon us to reform our 
ſelves to the example of other Reform'd 
Churches. Tho! I think under favour, we 
of Ezgland have no more reaſon to follow 
the pattern of other Nations as to' the Re- 
forming and Governing of our Church, than 
we have to do ſo in Matters of State, ſince 
we have as abſolute and independent Power 
of Reforming our ſelves as any. of them ; 
and God be thank'd, as able and godly Mi- 
niſters both in Church and State to. direCt 
us therein. "They may as well quarrel with 
us, becauſe we do not depoſe. our King, and 
reduce our Government from that of a li- 
mited and mixt Monarchy, to a Common- 
wealth, like that of Geneve. , | 

- But ſince they infift ſo muſt upon this, I 
will make it appear that the Church of Ez- 


'gland comes nearer to the judgment and 


practice of all the Reformed Churches, in 


uling preſtribed Forms of Prayer, than the 


Diſſenters do 1n.rejecing them. 

_ I will begin with the Lutheran Churches, 
which I ſhew'd betorc, are acknowledged 
to be true Churches, and which far exceed 
in number the Churches that follow Cal- 
vin's method. Luther limſelf compos'd a 


va 


Form of Common- Prayer for the Church of 
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See Lather's Epiſt. Tom. 2. p. 384. And all 
the Churches of his Communion at this day 
douſe a Liturgy containing Collects, Epiſtles, 
Goſpels for every Sunday, Prayers and Lita- 
nies, together with all other parts of Ec- 
cleftiaſtical Miniſtration, as our Common- 
Prayer Book does ; and which agrees with 
ours almoſt verbatim, eſpecially in the Li- 
tany. And theſe are impos'd on the Chur- 
ches, as particularly the Churches of Dex- 
»ark,. and the Churches in Upper Hungary, 
which are all Latheray. And the Lutheran 
Churches do chant their publick Prayers 
as we do in our Cathedrals. And they ob- 
{erve Holy Days. See all this proved at 
large from their own writers by Dr. Com- 
ber his Defence of Litargtes 24 Part, p. 305, 
Fc. 

' Next for the Churches pe Poland, and 
Lithuania in 2 Synods held there, An. Dom. 
1623, and 1634. one Certain Liturgy IS 1n- 
join'd, to be usd in all thoſe Dominions. 
Certain preſcribd Liturgies are alſo us'd in 
Tranſilvuania, Hungary, Bohemia, &c. See at 
large Dr. Comb. ubi Supra, and Monſieur Du- 
rell his View of the Government, and publick 
Worſhip of God in the Reformed Churches 
beyond Seas, Printed, London, 1662, 


Now 
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Now for the Churches Reform'd by Cal- 
win and others ; as Geneva, France, Helve- 
tia, Holland, &c. Calvin compos'd a Form 
of Divine Service, which is us'd in the Church | 
of Geneva, and thoſe of France at this day, 
and their Miniſters are bound to uſe them. 
And ſee Levi, 5 Letter to LE, ProteQtor of | 
| -— Exglazd, during'the. Minorit King Ea.6. | 
| the: Proteftor 73 MUAY 9 the Com- | 
| ' mon-Prayer Book was to be ſettled by AQ 
| of Parliament, thought fit firſt to Advice 
with ſo Eminent a Man, as Calvin was, 
about it. He writes to Calvin to know his 
; Opinion therein ; Calviz returns him this 
anſwer, For ſo much as concerns the Prayers 
and Eccleſiaſtical Rites, I much approve that 
> ' they be determined ; ſo that it may not be 
| . . Cawful for the Miniſters to vary from it, that 
1 ' it may be 4 help to the weakneſs of ſome : 
; That it may be a Teſtimony of the C hurches 
| ehuſent ; ; And that it may pur 4 ſtop to the 
levity of ſuch asare for new things. See Calv. 
_ Ep. Pp. 165. Ep. 87. to the Protector. And 
* * fee his Letter to Cox, a Church of England 
| Divine upon his Arrival at Franckford, a- 
[|  mong his Epiſtles, 164, 165. | 
'8L See Beza his Approbation of Forms of 
Prajer, Tom. 2. p. 229. | 
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In the Frexch Church, Mornay Lord Du- 
Pleſſis, in his Book of the Maſs, allows of the 
Uſe and Antiquity of preſcribed Forms : See 
at large Dr. Comber of Liturgies 2d. Part, 
P. 313. And ſee there the famous Mon- 
fieur Dazille agreeing herewith. 

In the Church of Helvetia, Bullinger tells 
us, they uſed preſcribed Forms, keep Faits 
and Holy-Days,&c. Bulling. Decod. 2. Serm, t. 
Þ. 20: | 

The Churches of Holland uſe Forms of 
Prayer for Baptiſm, the Lord's'Supper, and 
all occaſional Offices, and alſo Liturgies, &. 
which are all put into a Book of Common- 
Prayer. And even in Scotland they have 
had a Common-Prayer Book, for there are 
ſome of them now extant, which were 
Printed, Anz. 1594. ſuppoſed to be writ by 
Mr. Knox for the uſe of the Kyrk of Scot- 
land. See the latter end of Dr. Comber his 
Defence of Liturgtes, 2d. Part. . 

And the Leyden Profeſſors ſay, Fhat Forms 
of Prayer are not only lawful, but very ad- 
vantageous ; becauſe every Chriſtian cannot 
fitrly conceive new Prayers: and the atten- 
tion of Auditors, are not a little help'd 1n 


| great aſſemblies by uſual Forms. See Dr. 


Falkner, his Libertas Eccleſtaſtica. P. 121. - 
Thus much for Forms of Prayer 1n ge- 
neral : 
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neral : But ſome perhaps may object againſt 
our Common- Prayer | in particular, To clear 
that, I think, *rwere ſufficient to tell them, 
that it has been approv'd of by all the learn- 
ed and godly Divines of the Church of Ez- 

land ever ſince the Reformation, and con- 
tirm'd by ſeveral Parliaments: And it cannot 
reaſonably be ſuppos'd that God Almighty 
ſhou'd conceal his will from the greateſt 
number of the molt learned, pious and judi- 
cious People of a Nation, notwithſtanding 
their frequent Prayers to God, that he 
would direct them, and their orcat Care 
and Study which they take to come to the 
knowledge of the truth ; and reveal it only 
to a few, and thoſe of the rawer 1nJuUdICt- 
ous ſort, who have had leaſt time, and ſtudy, 
and means to come to grezter Knowledge, 
ſuch as our Diſſenters generally are. This 
alone were ſufficient to recommend our par- 
ticular- Common-Prayer : But ſince our Dil- 
ſenters will not allow ſo many ſeveral Par- 
laments, and ſo many Succeſſons of Learn- 
ed Divines to be competent judges 1n this 
matter, we are willing to ſtand to the judg- 


ment of our Neighbour Churches of the 


Reformed Religion concerning our Common- 


Prayer, and the other Matters 1 1a controver- f 


{y between us. 
Ia 
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In King Edward 6th. his days, Archbiſhop 


b | 
To ranmer did requeſt the famous Bucer to per- 


uſe .the whole Book of Common-Prayer, in 
order to his cenſuring what he thought was 
to be amended. Bucer accordingly did fo ; 
and declares his jadgment of ir thus: Is 
the preſcript Form for the Communion, ant the 
daily Prayers, I ſee nothing written in this 
Book, which is not taken out of the Word of 
God, if not in expreſs words, as the Pſalms 


| ana, Leſſons, yet in ſence, as the Colleits * And 


alſo the order of. theſe Leſſons and Prayers, 
and the time when they are to be uſed, are 


very agreeable to the Word of God, and the 


Prattice of the ancient Church. See Bucer's 
Cenſure, upon the Book of Common-Prayer, 
c. 1. P. 457. And note this was before the 
Common-Prayer was amended as now it 15. * 
Some things 'tis true, Bucer 'did wiſh to be 
amended, which has been ſince done, and 
moſt of them according to his Advice 


there. 


Next, the Archbiſhop of Spalato in bis 
Book againſt Swarez, p. 340. ſays, That zhe 
Engliſh Liturgy contains nothing in it, which 
is not Holy, which 'ss not Pious, azd truty 
Chriſtian as well as Catholick. 

Cauſabon 1n his Epiſtle ro King James 
the firſt, affirms the fame ; And Jays far- 
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7n exceſs and defect. 


ther, That none at this. day comes nearer the 


Form of the Ancient Church, following 4 mid- 
ale way between thoſe who kave offended both 


The next Authority for us is the learned 
Grotizs, who 'tis certain had no Obligation | 
£o the Church of England, but rather the 
contrary. He ſays, I am ſure the Engliſh 
Liturgy, the Rite of laying on of Hands on 
Children in memory of Baptiſm, the Authort- 
ty of Biſhops, of Synods conſiting of none but 
the Clergy, &Cc. ao [tfficiently agree to the 
Orders of the Ancient Churth; from which 
we cannot deny but we have departed both in 
France az4 Holland. See Gryt:i2zs ad Boat- 
flaer, Ep. 62. p. 21. 

The next is the famous Lud. Capel/us, who 
was a famous French Divine of the Reform- 
ed Church, and Divinity Profeſſor in a fa- 
'mous Proteſtant Univerſity. This Man] 
lived to hear of our Iz-ependent Set in Enp- 
!and, and writ moſt Learnedly againſt 'em. 
Says he, When miraculous Gifts ceaſed, there 
was a neceſſity for Liturgies, which were uſed 
*n the Firſf IV. Ages uncorrupted ; but after- 
wards COLruptons | arrzuad : 
lowing Popes. But upon the Reformation the 
Liturgy was purzed from all its Corruptions, 


nd has been happily uſed in the ſeveral | 
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forus'd Churches, and with good ſucceſs : Wt 


| til wery lately ({ays he) there aroſe a ſort of 


moroſe, ſcrupulous, (not to ſay downright (u- 
perſtitions) Men, who for many triflins Reaſons, 
of no moment, zot only diflike the Liturgy his 
therto uſed in that Church, but would have 


| both it, and the whole. Qrder of Biſhops to be 


utterly aboliſhed; in place whereof they would 
ſubſtitute that, which they call their Direftory, 
&c. and ſo goes on. And then he proves at 
large, That Forms of Prayer, are not only 


neceſſary for the unlearned, but the learned 


allo; and ſhews the inſufficiency of their 
Directory. And how ridiculous it is to ſup- 
poſe, 'That we have that extraordinary. Gitt 
of Prayer, that they had in the Apoſtles 
days, and {ome little time after. ? I'were 
too long to put it all down here, I will re-. 
ferr you to Dr, Comber's Defence of Litur- 
gies, I. Part, pag. 325. and will go on to 
{hew the Opinion of ſome of the moſt Emi- 
nent of our own Difſenters concerning our 
Common-Prayer. 

Mr. Baxter in his Pcor Man's Family 
Book, pag. 336. lays, Do not peeviſbly pick 


| quarrels with the Prayers of the Church, nor 
| come to them with humourſome prejudice, &Cc. . 


And 1a his Preface to the ſame Book, he ſays, 


| be mightily approves of Forms of Prayer, . 


on 
i 
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See Dr. Owez to the ſame purpoſe, his Evaz- 


gelical Love, pag. 54. 

And Mr. Baxter in his Diſpute of Lituraies, 
Prop. 10. ſays farther, That the conſt ant 
aiſuſe of Forms is apt to breed a piddineſs in 
Religion, and may make Men Hypocrites, who 
delude themſelves with conceits, that they de- 
light in God, when "tis but in thoſe Novelties 


and variety of Expreſſions that they are delighted. 


See allo Gi#ford, a Non-Conformiſt, his An- 
{wer -to Greenwood ; he writ a whole Trea- 
tiſe, proving the lawfulneſs of read Prayer. 
And now I have ſhew'd, that Praying 
by Forms has been uſed by the Saints in the 
Old Teſtament, enjoyned by Chriſt in the 
New, practiſed by al! the Holy Fathers and 
Devout Chriſtians who lived ever ſince the 
frlt ſ{erling of the Church ; and is now al- 
lowed and practiſed in all the regular Pro- 
ceitant Churches, and approved by ſome of 
the moſt Eminent of our own Diſſenters. Let 
any Man now 1n his right Reaſon judge, 
whether: praying by Forms be ſo wicked, 
and abominable a thing as moſt of our Dif- 
{enters make it. One of the Non-Confor- 


miſt Miniſters, 1n a Book which he Pub- | 


i1{h'd not many Years ſince, ſpeaking of 
Forms of Prayer, calls it, That pitiful con- 
eemptible thing, called Uniformity tn Woras, 

' and 
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and Syllables, and Phraſes; which was never 
defired of God, nor ever entered into his or 
his Son's heart, Let the World judge now, 
whether uſing Forms of Prayer, &c. be this 


_ pitiful, contemptible thing they are pleaſed 


to make it, or the Books that contain them 
deſerve no better uſage from Chriſtians, than 
to be burnt in the Streets by the Common 
Hangman. In the days of Jul;an there was 
never any thing done more wicked , than 
to burn the Holy Bible : But even to that 
height are thoſe who cali themſelves Chri- 
ſtians arrived already, in our Neighbour- 
ing Kingdom : if theſe things be ſuffered, 
what muſt we think will follow. 

But the main Text of Scripture, which 
our Diſſenters rely on, for to defend their 
Extempore Prayers 1s, Roms. vii. 26. where 
St. Paul ſays, The Spirit helpeth your Tofir- 
mitics, and therefore they conclude, they 
ought to uſe no outward helps. But I have 
ſhew'd before, That outward helps are to be 
uled, as Kneeling, lifting up the Hands and 
Eyes, &c. So that 'tis plain they miſtake this 
Text of Scripture. And 'ris evident they do 
ſo, for that all the Fathers, and the moſt Emi- 
nent Men of che Church, as Calvin, Ls- 
ther, &c. whenever they recommended the 
aſc of Liturgies, they gave this Reaſon for 
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it among others, To prevent the inconve- 
niences which ſome Mens folly would be- 
tray them to 1n their uſing raſh and un- 
premeditated Prayers: Now it the Spirit 
helpeth our Infirmities |in the ſence that 
our Difſenters will have it : How come all 
theſe learned Men ; yea, and Mr. Baxter him- 
ſelf, &c. to recommend Forms as n=ceffary 
for the helping of our Infirmities, and ſo 
make the Holy Spirit inſufficient ? Shall 
we believe that all theſe learned Men did 
not underſtand the meaning of rthar Texr 
{o well as ſome of our Diffenters do ? *Tis 
very likely that St. Jnguſtize and St. Chry- 
ſoftom (who liv'd nearer the Apoſtles: days 
by above Twelve Hundred Years, than a- 
ny of our Non-conformiſts) might have 
underſtood the Apoſtles meaning, betrer than 
any of them : Now let us hear what their 
ſence was of theſe words of St. Paul, We 
know not what to pray for, as we ought, but 
the Spirit helpeth our Infirmitics. St. Aug. 
ad Prob. Ep. 121. p. 129. will not grant 
chat any Chriſtians wanted the Spirit to help 
them with words and expreſſions : For he 
ſays, It 1s not credible that the Apoſtle or 
they to whom he wrote were ignorant of 
the Lord's Prayer. And therefore they 
muſt necetlarily have known what to have 
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pyra'd for; therefore theſe words, (The 
Spirit helpeth our Infirmities) he tells us 
muſt be expounded, of the Spirit's giving 
us patience not to pray abſolutely to be 
delivered out of our afMictions, but in God's 
due time. And St. Chryſoſtow in his How. 
14. in 8. Rom.p. 120. lays, That there was 
a miraculous gift of Prayer in the Apoſtles 
days; to which St. Paul alluded in thoſe 
words (The Spirit helpeth our Infirmities.) 
But he tells us there, that *twas ceas'd long 
ſince, that is, before his days, tho' he liv'd 
in the fourth Century ; ſo that whatever 
the Apoſtles meaning was then, it can no 
ways be taken in the ſence our Diflenters 
would have it, nor does it condemn - pre- 
ſcribed Forms, now that that miraculous 
gift of Prayer 1s ceaſed. 
- But were there no other Argument a- 
_ gainſt the uſe of extexpore Prayers in publick 
Aſlemblies, than the inconveniency of them, 
*rwere ſufficient to rejet them: ?Tis im- 
poſſible that Order or Unity can be pre- 
ſerv'd in any Church, where every Con- 
gregation hath liberty to Worſhip God itt 
a different way from all the reſt ; one Mt- 
niſter praying for one thing, and another 
perhaps for the quite contrary at the ſame 
time, according to their cifterent judgments 
G2 -: and 
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and intereſts, as was uſual in the late times, 
when that extempore way was us'd. Beſides, 
in great Congregations, 'tis impoſſible that 
all the People ſhould keep their attention 
{o well fixt on an extempore Prayer to which 
they are utter ſtrangers, as on a Prayer to 
which they have been accuſtom'd : For 
how can they join with - the Miniſter in 
every Petition 2s they ought to do, ' till they 
have reflected a little upon what. it, was 
he ſaid, for when the Miniſter is left to his 
own Fancy 1n his Prayer, *tis very like he 
may either through miſtake or - wilfully 
come out with ſome Petition that all his 
hearers cannot join with him in : So that 
*tis neceſſary for every one of the Congre- 

ation to watch every expreſſion, and re- 


fle& alittle on it, before he conſent to it. In 


the mean time, the eloquent Paſtor to ſhew 
his extraordinary Gift of Prayer, runs away 
with the buſineſs, as if his Toxgeze was 1n- 
deed the Pen of a ready writer. Thus the 
poor People mult either be left behind, or 
join with him at random. 

Another inconveniency which attends 
extempore Prayer, is, That *tis impoſſible for 


a Man who truſts to his own Memory, 


to retain all his wants, and the wants and 


neceſſities of the People ſo in his Mind, wa 
that 
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that ſomething or other, . will very oft be 
forgotten, which may be avoided by uſing 
of a well compos'd Form. 
' But again, Can we reaſonably imagine 
that God Almighty can be pleas'd with 
vain repetitions, and with bald , and un- 
. praper, and (too often) nonſenſical expreſ- 
ſions ſuch as uſually attend their &gftempore 
Prayers ? Doubrleſs he cannot; for where 
he has given Judgment, and Wit, and E- 
loquence, he expeQs it ſhould be. us'd in 
his Service, as well as in our worldly buſi- 
neis. Our Saviour bids us, Whey we pray, 
not to uſe vain repetitions, nor think to be} 
heard for our much ſpeaking, Matth. 6. 7. 
And Solomon, Eccleſ. 5. 1, 2. ſays, Keep 
thy feet when thou goeſt to the houſe of the 
Lord; and be not raſh with thy mouth and 
let not thine heart be haſly to utter any 
thing before God, for God is in Heaven 
and thou on Earth, therefore let thy words be 
few. How agreeable now this DoQtrine is 
to the practice of the Difſenters, in their raſh 
approaching to God with a long 1nconſi- 
derate Prayer, let any Man judge. When 
they made their Addreſſes to the late King 
James ; they drew 1t up with all the cau- 
tion and premeditation 41maginable, and e- 
very Sentence was carefully conſidered on by 
#., G 3 ſcyerl 


EFr ure oe SI I ir ot Aro thang err tre erin 
* 


(96) 


ſeveral of the beſt Heads among them, 
but they addreſs the great King of Heaven, 
with rhe raſh and inconſiderate expreſſions 
of one Perſon,and he perhaps, a weak onetoo. 
But ſome of thtm ſay; Why ſhould not 
Miniſters be tied to a Form of Preaching, as 
well as of Praying * Why ſure, there 1s a 
great Fal of difference between Preaching 
and Praying : Preaching 1s directed to a Con- 
oregation, which is made up of ſeveral People, 
who have different Capacities and Appre- 
henſions,and therefore require different Phra- 
ſes and Arguments to move them. Some are 
drawn with one Argument, ſome with a- 
norher, ſome apprehend a Man's meaning 
by one Expreſſion, ſome by another, ac- 
cording as they are ſuited to their ſeveral 
Capacities ; {ſo that *tis .impoſſible to frame 
a Form in Preaching, to anſwer all theſe 
ends. But Prayers are directed to one God, 
who 1s always the fame, and not to be plea- 

ſed «with variety of Phraſes. d 
T ſhall conclude this Point with this obſer- 
ation, That thoſe who are moſt 1nveterate 
againſt Praying by Forms, do daily uſe the 
fame individual Form themſelves, word for 
word, throughout the whole year, as any one 
that frequent their publick or private Meet- 

ings, may oblerye, 
The 
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The Third ſort of Pleas which the Diſ- 
ſenters uſe ter Separation, are ſuch as relate 
to their Conlciences : .For, ſay they, What 
tho*- the Terms of Communion with the 
Church of Ezgland be lawful, ſince we can- 
nor ſatisfy our Conſciences, that they are 
{o? We muſt not a@ againſt our Gpnſcien- 
ces, for that were fin in us. For St. Paul 
lays, Let every one be fully perſwaded in his 
own mind, ROM. 14. 

Bur I anſwer firſt, this Scripture is meant 
of indifferent things, and no other as ap- 
pears by the coherence of the words with the 
whole Chapter: For the Apoſtle is there 
ſpeaking of Meats, Times, Days, &c. and 
blames. the Romans for condemning, and 
quarrelling with one another about them. 

But Secondly, *Tis 


plain that * Scruples of * Note whenwe refuſe 4- 
Conſcience will not ex- 
cuſe from ſin, in ſome 
Caſes. For 'tis agreed 
by all, that Conſcience 
will not excuſe from 
ſin, unleſs all proper 


* helps and means -. are 


us'd to inform our Judg- 


ny thins injoin'd by Aut- 
thority, we muſt be certain 
that the thing injoin'd is 


unlawful ,, for a doubting 


Conſcience will not excuſe 
our diſobedience, A doubting 
Conſcience, is when the Con- 
ſcience is in ſuch a perfeÞ x- 
quilibrium or ſuſpence, as 
that there appears no more . 
reaſon on the one ſide of the 
queſtion, than on the other , 


in ſuch caſe the command of Authority turns the Scales, and makes 
tt neceſſary for us to obey, ſince for ought we know, the thing may be 


4s well lawful as not, 
on 4 


ments, 
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ments, and to come to the. right knows ' 


ledge of the thing ſcrupled ; This Mr. Bax- 
fer owns 1n his Diſpute of Church Govern- 
ment, p. 483. where he ſays, T hat if a Mar 
through ignorance or prejuaice, takes unlawful 
things to be lawful, or lawful things to be un- 
lawful, this will not excuſe him in his aiſo- 
bediencF® Suppoſe then for Inſtance, that 
the Magiſtrate impoſes 'a thing which he 
lawfully may impoſe ; as that all Men ſhould 
begin the publick Worſhip at an hour, and 
end at an hour. The Quakers, they ſay, 
This is ſtinting of the Spirit, and therefore 


ſinful, and that they cannot in Conſcience, 


Communicate with us, till it be remov'd, 
I will ask a Presbyterian or Independent, 
whether this be a ſinful Separation -'or 
not, they will own it is, notwithſtanding 
their pretended Scruple of Conſcience : For 
the ſin muſt needs lie ſome where, either on 
thoſe who' impoſe the thing, or on thoſe 
who ſeparate; not on thoſe who impos'd 
it, becauſe . they allow the thing injoyn'd 
to be lawful, therefore it muſt be on thoſe 
who ſeparate, becaule they do not inform 


rhemſelves truly of the lawfulneſs of the. 


thing ſcrupled. And indeed, if a bare 
Scruple of Conſcience will juttil y Separati- 
90, the Anabapt iſts and all other Sects, may 
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as well juſtify their Separation from the 
Presbyterians and Independents, . as they can 
do theirs from the Church of Exzg/and. And 
by the ſame Rule, we may ſabdivide, ill 
there be as many Religions as Men. 

_  T grant that, the Obligations of Conſci« 
ence are the” greateſt that can be, and to 
act againſt the clear DiCtates of a Man's 
Conſcience, is a very great fin ; but this muſt 
be meant of a Conſcience when all due care 
' and diligence has been us'd to reCtify and in- 
form it. And then what 1s this to the 
cale of our Diſſenters ? Do they ſeparate 
from the Church out of pure Conſcience ? 
yes, ſay they, doubtleſs we do : But have they 
us'd all proper means to inform their judg- 
ments, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth? Surely they will not ſay they have. 
Are not the greateſt part of the Diſſenters 
a poor illiterate ſort of People, who know 
nothing. of the Controverſie between us, 
nor -ever trouble their heads about it ; but 
will go to the Meetings, becauſe their Fathers 
and Mothers did ſo before them, and will 
rail at the Church, tho* ask them what 1s 
amiſs 1n it ſeriouſly, and they cannot tell 
you, And as for thoſe few of the better 
{ort among them, who perhaps, have had 
greater. advantages of Education, 1s it not 
remark- 
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ments, and to come to the. right knows 


ledge of the thing ſcrupled ; This Mr. Bax- 
fer owns 1n his Diſpute of Church Govern- 
ment, p. 483. where he ſays, That if a Mar 
through ignorance or prejudice, takes unlawful 
things to be lawful, or lawful things to be un- 
lawful, this will not excuſe him in his aiſo- 
bediencF Suppoſe then for Inſtance, that 
the Magiſtrate impoſes 'a thing which he 
lawfully may impoſe ; as that all Men ſhould 
begin the publick Worſhip at an hour, and 
end at an hour. The Quakers, they ſay, 
This is ſtinting of the Spirit, and therefore 


ſinful, and that they cannot in Conſcience, 


Communicate with us, till it be remov'd, 


T will ask a Presbyterian or Independent, 


whether this be a ſinful Separation -'or 
not, they will own it is, notwithſtanding 
their pretended Scruple of Conſcience : For 
the ſin muſt needs lie ſome where, either on 
thoſe who' impole the thing, or on thoſe 
who ſeparate; not on thoſe who impos'd 
it, becauſe they allow rhe thing injoyn'd 
to be lawful, therefore it muſt be on thoſe 
who ſeparate, becaule they do not inform 


themſelves truly of the St fulneſs of the. 


thing ſcrupled. And need, if a bare 
Scruple of Conſcience will juſtify Separati- 
on, the Anabaptiſts and all other Sedts, may 
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as well juſtify their Separation from the 
Presbyterians and Independents, . as they can 
do theirs from the Church of Exzgland. And 
by the ſame Rule, we may ſubdivide, till 
there be as many Religions as Men. 
_  T grant that, the Obligations of Conſci« 
ence are the” greateſt that can be, and to 
act againſt the clear Dictates of a Man's 
Conſcience, 1s a very great fin ; but this muſt 
be meant of a Conſcience when all due care 
' and diligence has been us'd to reCtify and in- 
form it. And then 'what 1s this to the 
caſe of our Difſenters? Do they ſeparate 
from the Church out of pure Conſcience ? 
yes, lay they, doubtleſs we do : But have they 
US all proper means to inform their judg- 
ments, and come to the knowledge of the 
truth? Surely they will not ſay they have. 
Are not the greateſt part of the Difſenters 
a poor illiterate fort of People, who know 
nothing. of the Controverſie between us, 
nor -ever trouble their heads about it ; but 
will go to the Meetings, becauſe their Fathers 
and Mothers did ſo before them, and wall 
rail at the Church, tho' ask them what 1s 
amiſs 1n it ſerioully , and they cannot tell 
you. And as for thoſe few of the better 
{ort among them, who perhaps, have had 
greater. advantages of Education, 1s 1t not 
remark- 
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remarkable that they Read and Converſe al- 
together on one fide, and aſſociate themſelves 
into Clubs and Cabals of ſuch who are of 
the ſame Opinion with themſelves, but a- 


void all occaſions of creating the leaſt inti- 


macy with any who differ from them in O- 
pinion? And if any ſhall but offer to in- 
torm them, tho? in never ſo peaceable and 
friendly a manner, does it not prove the oc- 
caſion of an eternal Quarrel ? or at leaſt pur 
a ſtop to any farther intimacy between them ? 
Is not this truly the caſe among them? I ap. 
peal to their own Conſciences, whether this 
truck which Iſay. How can theſe Men 
pretend then that they have us'd all proper 
means to fſatisfie their Conſciences? They 
whoreally {cruple things out of tenderneſs of 
Conſcience, would be ſincerely willing to 
be better inform'd, and would look upon 
them as their beſt Friends who endeayour 
to inform them, but inſtead of this, they fly 
out into rage and violent -Paſſions againſt 
thoſe who offer to remove their Scruples, 
and for their kindneſs, return moſt reproach- 
ful, bitter Language, both on the Perſons, tho' 
never ſo Eminent, and the thing tho? never 
{ſo Sacred ; which is viſible in all their Books 
of Controverſie. And even in common Dil- 
courſe, How difficult is it to obtain from the 


Zeal 


= a_ CC... a. a Aa. —_— Ds 


( 101 ) 


Zeal of many of our Difſenters ſo much truce 
as to hear what one can ſay to them, with 
patience and civility ? They .tel] us in plain 
terms we may ſpare our breath, and not pre- 
tend to teach them, they underſtand their 
Duty better than we do ; They are ſatisfied 
in their own minds that they are in the right, 
and will not be wheedled out of their Opi- 
nion, by all that we can ſay. This is truth, 
Mr. Baxter himſelf has own'd as much in his 
Anfwer to Dr. Szillingfleet, p. 81. where he 
affirms in his own name, and the name of 
his People, That he who thinks that his own 
or others reaſonings will ever change all the 
truly honeſt Chriſtians in the Land, knows ſo 
little of Matters, or of Men, or of Conſcience, 
as that he is not fit to be a Biſhop or a Prieſt. 
What will. they ſay now to this, will their 
Scruples of Conſcience excuſe their Separati- 
on and Diſobedience, when *tis evident they 
will not uſe the proper means to fatisfie their 
Conſciences ? Nay farther, When they de- 
clare *tis needleſs to go about to remove their 
Scruples, for they are refolv'd beforehand 
they will not. be convinc'd ? Let no Man ſay 
ſo for ſhame, *tis againſt common Reaſon, 
and the Opinion of all learned Men, and e- 
ven of Mr, Baxter himſelf, 


But 
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But we will ſuppoſe for once, that every 
particular Difſenter has done his utmoſt in- 
deavour to fſatisfie, his Conſcience, and that 
after all they cannot conquer their Scruples ; 
What then ? Muſt they therefore proceed 
to Separation? No, this was never allowed 
by Chriſt nor his Apoſtles, nor by any 
Chriſtian Church ſince their time, not even 
by our Difſenters themſelves heretofore. 
Our Saviour himſelf did not ſeparate. from 
the Jewiſh Church, though there were ma- 
ny things amiſs in it, nor adviſe others to 
do ſo, ſays YVizes, a Non-Conformiſt, in his 
Book on the Sacrament, pag. 39. In the 
Apoſtles days we find there were ſome who 
| ſerupled ſome things that were enjoin'd, 
but notwithſtanding the difference of Men's 
Judgments, and their pretended Scruples of 


Conſcience, the Apoſtles .did preſcribe Rules '.| 


of Uniformity, and allow'd none to Sepa- 
rate from the Church, and frequent Meet- 
ings of their own ſetting up, becauſe they 
could not conquer their Scruples. And 
this very Argument did the Aſſembly of Di- 
. vines at Weſtminſter, Anno Dom. 1648. uſe 
againſt their Diſſenting Brethren, the [xde- 
perdents, who pleaded for Separation upon 
the account of Conſcience, as the Diſſenters 


do now. See Papers for Accommodation, pag. 
1x1. 
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111. And when the Independents told them 
they could not ſatisfie their Conſciences ſo as 
to Conform to their Church Governmeat ; 
and therefore begg*d, That they may be al- 
low'd ſeparate Congregations, the Aſſembly 
poſitively refuſed it, and urged them to Con- 
form to their way of Worſhip, &c. and 
charged them with Schiſm if they did not : 
For, ſay they, To deſire ſeparate Congregati- 
ors, as to thoſe parts of Worſhip where they 
own they can join with us, is very unreaſon- 
able ; for tenaernefi of Conſcience may juſtifie 
#0n-Comminion in the thing ſcrupled, but tt 
cannot juſtifie a Separation : See the Papers 
for Accommodation, pag. 20, 21,22, 51,0c. 
For if it (hould, ſay they, it then would make 
way for infinite Diviſions, and ſub-Diviſions, 
' and pive countenance to perpetual Schiſm in 
the Church, ib. p. 68, 73, &c. And then 
the Aſſembly juſtihe themſelves in ſo do- 
ing, by the practice of the Saints in the 
Apoſtles days : For they tell them, they de- 
fire no more of them hereby, than what 
they were confident was practiſed by the 
Saints at Philipp: ; namely, To hold pratt:i- 
cal Communion in things wherein they Docdtri- 
| pally agreed, 1b.p. 115. So that if the judg- 

ment of their own Brethren in a full Afſem- 


bly, may be taken upon the moſt weighty 
Debate 


(194) 
Debate and ſerious Deliberation ; their ſet- 
ting up ſeparate Meetings, and forſaking the 
Church upon the account of ſome Scruples 
which they pretend they cannot conquer, is 
| Sinful and Schiſmatical. 

And when the Aſſembly of Divines was 
preſſed farther by their Diſſenting Brethren, 
they deſired them to anſwer in this one thing, 
Whether ſome muſt be denyed the liberty of their 
Conſcience in matters of praitice or none? If 
none, then (lay they) we muſt Renounce our 


Covenant, and let in Prelacy again, and all 


other ways: If a denial of Liberty to ſome may 
be juſt, then Uniformity may be ſettled not- 
withſtanding Men's different Judgments or 


pretexce of Conſcience, Papers tor Accommo- 


dation, pag. 116, 
Agreeable hereto 1s the praice of the 
Independents themſelves, where they have 
the power ; as 1n New- England, no Separa- 
tion is there allow'd upon the account of 
Scruples of Conſcience, as appears by their 
Book of Statutes which they have lately 
Printed ; and by their telling Mr. W:lams, 
a famous Miniſter among them, that it no- 
thing will ſerve kim but Separation, becauſe 
he could not conquer his Scruples, The 
World was wide enough. ; and ſo away they 
baniſh'd them 1n the midſt of Winter. 
From 
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From what has been {aid it-appears, "That 
though there were ſome things amiſs ip the 
Church of Exgland, which our Difſenters 
could not fſatisfie their Conſciences abour, 
yet this would not juſtifie Separation from the 
Chyrch, though perhaps it might (after due 
pains taken to inform themſelves aright con- 
cerning them) juſtifie their non-Commu- 
nion in the things ſcrupled. Now I will ſkew 
that there 1s really no cauſe to forſake the 
Church of Ezgland upon the account of Con- 


ſcience ; And that all thoſe who do forſake 


the Church, and frequent ſeparate Meetings, 


are condemn'd for 'Schiſmaticks by the moſt 


Eminent Divines of all the Reformed Chur- 
ches -beyond Seas, and by Mr. Baxter, Dr. 
| Owen, Mr. Gifford, Corbet, and many other 
of the Non-Conformiſts themſelves hereto- 
tore. EY 
For, Firſt, they all agree, That no Man 
is obliged in 'Conſcience to ſeparate . from 
any Church that is ſound in Doctrine, and 
has the Sacraments rightly and duly admi- 
niſter'd. The Scripture allows Separation 
only in theſe three caſes; Firſt, In caſe of 
Idolatrous Worſhip. Secondly, In cafe of 
Falſe Doctrine impoſed inſtead of True. 
And, Thirdly, In caſe things indifferent be 
wade neceſlary to Salvation. Burt where 
theſr 
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theſe Three are wanting, nothing will juſti- 
fie Separation. See Canon Nzcer. 6, 15, 16. 
Conſtant. c. 6. Chalced. 17, 20, 26. Artioch. 


'6.' 2, 5. Cod. Eccleſ. Afr. c.' 53, 55. Conc. 


Gangre. c. 6..Conc. Carth. c. 10, 11. Cod. 
Can. Eccleſ. Univ. Can. 65, All theſe Ca- 
nons and many more do condemn Separati- 
on from a Church that is ſound in DoGtrine, 
and has the Sacraments rightly and duly Ad- 
miniſtred. So does Catviz in his Inft. 1:b.4. 
c.1. zumb.g. where he ſays, That great allow- 
ances ought to be made to ſuch Churches, 
by the Example of the To Churches. 
And, bid. SefF. 10. he lays, That the Lord 
efteem'd him a runnagade, and forſaker of Reli- 
gion, whoſoever he be, that ſeparated fro- 
waraly from any Chriſtian Society, which im- 
braceth but the true Miniſtry of the Word and 
Sacraments. And, ibid. Se. 12. he ſays, 
That though ſomething that us faulty may creep 
in, either in the Adminiſtration of the Word or 
of the Sacraments, yet we ought not to ſeparate 
us from the Communion of that Church ; For, 
ſays he, there are principles of Religion, with- 
ont which we cannot be ſaved; and there are 
other points in which Meu may differ, and yet 
the Unity of the Faith be kept. And, ibid. Set. 
13. he ſays, 1t i not for every private Man 
to ſeparate from the Communion of a Church, 
though 
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tho faulty in ſome things, &c. Beza in his 
Epiſt. 24. p. 1458. agrees herein, ſo does Mon- 
fieur Dazlle, and ſeveral other of the Fo- 
reign Divines : See Dr. Still. Miſch. of Se- 
par. 23. and 97. fo does the Afﬀembly of 
Divines, as I have juſt now ſhewn, and Pa- 
pers for Accommodation, p. 52. they declare 
farther, 'That they look upon Separation from 
4 true Church, tho' ſomethings may be amiſs 


| init, not as a fin of mere humane Infirmity, 


but as 4 wilful and dangerous ſin. And Mr. 


Baxter in his Poor Man's Family Book, p. 347. 


tells us, Many Charches were blam'd in Scrip- 
ture, but none are requir'd to Separate from 
them. See the Anſwer to Dr. Stillingfleet's 
Sermoa by ſeveral Non-conformiſts, where 
they all acknowledge our Worſhip 1in the 
nature of it, to be intrinſecally good, and 
a total Separation from it ſinful, 2:4. p. 31. 
So then it ſeems ſo long as a Church retains 
the Marks and Signs of a true Church, tho' 


| there be many things amiſs in ſuch a Church, 


Separation from it is ſinful. 

But what if open ſinners be admitted to 
the Communion before they have made pub-- 
lick Confeflion of their Faults, as is too 


frequent in the Church of Exglazd, mult 


I be obliged to communicate with ſuch? May 
I not Separate in ſuch caſe? The Apoſtle, 


1 Cor. 
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x Cor.5. 11, 12, 13. bids us, If any that is 
calPd a brother be a Fornicator, an laolater, 
or Covetous, &c. with ſuch ſee that ye eat 
»ot. I anſwer, That this very reaſon did 
the Donatiſts in St. Auguſtine's days give (a- 
mong others) for their Separation, and quo- 
' ted the ſame Texts of Scripture, but they 
were condemn'd for Schiſmaticks as I ſhew- 
ed before. And St. Auguſtine and all the 
Catholick Biſhops did then agree that theſe 
Texts were meant only of Separation in heart, 
not in body. And therefore they ſay, When 
ſuch a multitude offends as that the caſting 
of them out, would be in danger to cauſe 4 
Schiſm, there they ounht to be tolerated, leaſt 
while ye go about to pull up the tares, ye 
pull up the wheat alſo, therefore let them 
both grow together (lay they) till the harveſt. 
Burt when only a few are guilty of {canda- 
lous ſins, there they ſay, Let not the ſeve- 
rity of Diſcipline ceaſe ;, but it mult not be 
ſo ſevere as to root up, but to amend. See 
Ang. lib. 3. againſt Permenian a Donatiſt 
Biſhop, ch. 3. ib. 2. c. 18, 

And herewith agrees Catv. 1:6. 4. In/tit. 
C. 1. ſed. 13. where he ſays, That tho' ſin- 
ners be aamitted to Communion , we ought to 
keep our ſelves from their fellowſhip, . but not 
to Separate . from the Church, Mr. Baxter 


{lays 
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ſays the ſame in his Poor Man's Family Book, 
P. 347. and Vines, on the Sacrament,p. 39. 
But ſuppoſe the Parſon of the Pariſh be 
weal:,or a Man of a looſe Converſation,and I 
can hear a better Preacher elſewhere, and a 
Man of a more exemplary Holy Life, and 
Converſation, May not I go to that Church 
or Meeting where I find moſt Edification'? 
No, For this {till makes way for Schiſms 
and Diviſions in the Church, and therefore 
was never allow'd in any regular Church, 
provided the Parſon of the Pariſh be tole- 
rable. 'The Followers of EftathinsSebaſtexnns, 
who ſeparated upon this account in Paphs 
| lagonia, were condemned of Schiſm by the 
_ Council at Garpre. ; and fee Calvin's Inftir. 
| lib. 4. c. 1. ſef?. 13. to the ſame purpole, 
And indeed, it 15 not reaſonable that fo 
ignorant and proud, unpeaceable ſort of Peo- 
ple, as Mr. Baxter himſelf in his Sacraleg. 
Diſert. p. 102, &c. confeſſes the ordinary 
ſort of zealous Profeflors of Religion to be, 
ſhou'd be at liberty to rend and tear a 
Church to pieces, out of a conceit of a pu- ' 
rer way of Worſhip, as if they knew what 
was better for their Edification, than the 
Wiſdom of the whole Nation in Parla- 
ment, and the Governors of the Church do. 
The pretence of greater Edification was-ne- 
H 2 ver 
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ver. allow'd by the Difſenters themſelves 
heretofore, as a ſufficient cauſe for Separa- 
tion, as appears by the Papers for Accommo- 
aation, and the Grand Debate, both Printed 
when the Afembly of Divines fat at Weſt- 
minſter. Nor did Mr. Baxter ever allow of 
this to be a ſufficient cauſe for Separation, 
as appears by his Care of Diviſions, p. 393. 
where he ſets forth the pernicious Conſe- 
quences of complying with the ungovern- 
able and faQtious Humours of the ordinary 
ſort of People who are ever apt to revile 
the beſt and graveſt Miniſters, and follow 
the more conceited, and ſuch as are of moſt 
fierce and bitter Spirits. And in his Poor 
Man's Family Book, p. 280. he ſays, For 
want of underſtanding the right Terms of 
Church Communion, how woful are our Divi- 
frons, you muſt have Union and Communion 
in Faith, and Love with all Chriſtians; Let 
your uſual Meeting be with the pureſt Chur- 
ches, if you lawfully may, and ſtill reſpett the 
publick good : But ſometimes occaſionally Com- 
municate with defective faulty Churches, ſo be 
it, they are true Churches, and put you not 
upon fin : Think not that Our preſence makes 
all the faults of Miniſtry, Worſhip, or People 
to be yours ( for then I wonld join with no 
Church in the World.) Diviſion is wounding, 
and 
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and tends to Death, abhor it as you love the 
Churches welfare or your own, &c. And a- 
gan, ib. p. 330. If your Miniſter (lays he) 
e intolerable through Ignorance, Hereſy or Ma- 
lignity, forſake him utterly ; but if he be to- 
lerable , though weak and cold; and if you 
cannot remove your dwelling, then publick Or- 
aer, and your SouPs Edification muſt be join- 
ed as well as you can: In London, or othey 
Cities, you may go ordinarily to another Pariſh 
Church ; but in the Country, and where *twould 
be a great offence, you may one part of the 
day hear in one Pariſh, and another in the 
next, if there be a Man much fitter, but not- 
withſtanding, you muſt communicate with the 
'* Church you dwell in. And a little after, he 
lays, 1 adviſe you if there be Pariſh Chur- 
ches orderly ſettled under the Magiſtrates 
Countenance , whoſe teachers are ſound, tho" 
an abler Miniſter ſhould gather a ſeparate 
Congregation in the ſame place, out of that 
and other neighbouring Pariſhes, and ſhould 
bave ſtriter Communicants and Diſcipline, 
be not too forward to join your ſelf to that 
ſeparated Church, till you can prove that the 
hurt that will follow by diſcord, offence, dt- 
viſion, encouraging of Schiſms ana Pride, &C. 
is not likely to be greater than your benefit 
cars compenſate; but if this ſeparate Church 
by > 
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be a faftious Church, ſet np contentiouſly a« 
gainſt the Concordant Churches, tho' on pre- 
texce of preater purity, and if their Meetings 
be imploy'd in contemning and reviling other 
Churches whoſe People are not of their mina, 
and in puffing up themſelves with Pride, as 
if they were the only true Churches of Chriſt, 
avoid ſuch ſeparate Churches, as the enemies 
of Love and Peace. And again, 1n the ſame 
Book, p. 336. he bids us, Not peeviſhly pick 
quarrels with the Prayers of the Church, nor 
come to them with humorſome prejudice + think 
not that you muſt ſtay away, or 20 out of the 
Church for every paſſage that is diſorderly, 
wnmeet, yea or unſound or untrue; for the 
woras of Prayer are the work of Mean, and 
while all Mex ive fallible, imperfect and 
fnful, their Prayers and Preaching will be 
like themſelves, aud he that is the higheſt 
pretender and the peeviſheſt quarrelier hath 
his onn failings, 8&C. 

So that it our Diſſenters will allow their 
own Mr. Baxter to be a competent judge, 
or any of the other learned Divines before- 
{aid, they muſt own, that neither the weak- 
neſs of the Miniſtry, nor better Edificati- 
ON, 1s a ſufticient gaule for Separation. 

But there 15 another thing, ſay they, which 
makes it necefſary for us to ſeparate from 


the 
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the Church of Ezelazd, and that is the 
Oaths and Subſcriptions which they require 
from us. What ſays Mr. Baxter to this? 
Why, Mr. Baxter in his Poor Man's Family 
Book, p. 331. ſays, If a Church iz other 
reſpetts ſound require of you any falſe Sub- 
ſeriptions, Promiſes, or Oaths, or any un- 
lawful thing , you muſt net do it, but hold 
Communion in other lawful things. It ſeems 
then he does not allow of Separation upon 


this account neither. 


The Scruples which Men make to the 
Oaths and Declarations, are grounded upon 


miſtakes, for that they 
take the words in a 
ftrained and unnatural 
Sence. Whereas it they 
would remember what 
the famous Biſhop Sar- 


derſon tells us, De Turan. 


Prelef. 6.* ſeit, 12, p. 
177. And what all learn- 
ed Men do agree in, to 
wit, That in every Oath, 
all thoſe Conditions or 
Exceptions ought to be 
under ſtood, which by right 
or common naſe, are im- 
plied in it, Viz. as far 


H 4 


Bus for the farther ſatiſ- 
fying of ſuch well meaning 
Perſons as are ſcrupulous, 
*rwere much to be wiſh'd 
that theſe Oaths, Subſcrip- 
tions, &c. and the + ather 
things required by the A& 
of Uniformity were alter- 
ed, and explained by A of 
Parliament according ro the 
Bill drawn. up by the Dean 
of Sr. Pauls, which the Diſ. 
ſenters (eſpecially the Preſ- 
byrerians) are willing to 4- 
gree to, and have made the 
very ſame Propoſals them- 
ſelves in their Anſwer 10 
Dr. Stillingfleet's Sermon, 
at the latter end, Vide. 


as I can; and 'tis 
lawful 
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lawful for me; things remaining in the ſame, 
ſtate, &c. With theſe Conditions, there is no- 
thing in theſe Oaths or Subſcriptions, that 
can reaſonably be ſcrupled ; and without 
them, 'tis impoſſible to frame an Oath that 
a Man can fately venter to ſwear to. 
Befides, though theſe Subſcriptions were 
ſufficient cauſe for Separation, how.can the 
Lay People juſtifie their Separation up- 
on this account? No ſuch Oaths or Sub- 
ſcriptions are required of them, they are on- 
Iy required from the Miniſters. Why then 
do the People forſake the Church ? Is it in 
reverence to the Miniſters, leaſt they ſhould 
have none to Preach to? "This is what they 
never could an{wer with any colour of Rea- 
ſon ; and therefore many of the Non-Con- 
formiſt Miniſters do frequently in diſcourſe 
fairly and honeſtly own, that the Terms of 
Lay-Communion with the Church of Ex- 
gland are eaſy enough, but the only thing 
they ſtick at 1s the terms of Miniſterial Com- 
munion. 'The only Anſwer that ever I 
heard. made to this, is in a Book call'd, A4z 
Anſwer to Dr. Stillingfleet's Sermon, by ſome 
Non-Conformilts, pag. 6. They tell us, That 
they muſt not juitine themſelves in their 
Preaching, and leave the People in Schiſm ; 
(I mult needs ſay, this was kindly done of 
? | them, 
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them, for *twere very unfriendly in them 
to draw the poor ſilly People into* Schiſm, 
and when they have done, to {lip their own 
Necks out of the collar, and leave the Peo- 
ple in the lurch ; ) and therefore they quick- 
ly find an Anſwer to ſtop their Mouths , 
whom they knew would never examine it : 
Say they, we are Miniſters of Chriſt, and 
have a Commiſſion to Preach, and therefore 
the People may lawfully forſake the Church 
to hear us, for we muſt not Preach to the 
Stone Walls. But pray will this Reaſon 
juſtifie the - People in leaving their Pariſh 
Church, and their own lawful Miniſter, to 
run after a ſtranger, for fear he ſhould want 
a Congregation-to Preach to? If the King 
ſhould give a Gentleman a Commiſſion to 
raiſe a Regiment, does this oblige Men that 
have formerly Liſted themſelves under other 
Officers, to leave their Service, and follow 
him? No, ſgre. There are in the Two 
Univerſities many Hundred young Men that 
are qualified for the Miniſtry, perhaps as 
well as moſt of the Non-Conformiſt Mini- 
ſters, and are not yet called to the Office, 
nor provided with Churches; ſuppoſe all 
theſe now were admitted into Orders, and 
{catter'd all over the Kingdom, are-the Peo- 


ple obliged to run away from their lawful 
| Miniſter, 
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Miniſter, orderly ſet over them ; and divide 
the Pariſhes each perhaps into Three or Four, 
to furniſh all theſe new made Miniſters with 
Congregations to Preach to? An excellent 
contrivance this, of our Reverend Non-Con- 
formiſt Miniſters,to entail the Church Reve- 
nue upon them and their Succeſſors for ever, 
without being beholding to King, Biſhop, 
or Patron ; and without any poſlibility of ever 
being cut off or forfeited; all the Lawyers 
in Exgl/and could not have deviſed ſo good 
a ſecurity for them, as they have ſubtlely 
done here for themſelves. 'They may Preach 
what Doctrine they pleaſe, for the Govern- 
ment or againſt it ; they have a Commiſſion 
to Preach,and the People are therefore bound, 
they ſay, to hear them, For Preaching and 
Fearing, they lay, are Relatives, and the one 
does neceſſarily ſuppoſe the other. *Tis true 
indeed, actual Preaching ſuppoſes Hearing, 
ſo do aCtual Governours neceflarily ſuppole 
a People to be Govern'd : But a Commiſſion 
to Govern, does not neceſſarily ſuppoſe a 
People actually to be Govern'd ; for there 
may be Governours appointed and made, 
though there be then no People for them to 
Govern; as was reſolved by all the Judges 
of Ezgland, in the Cale of Suztor's Hoſpital, 
Co. Rep. 10. fol. 32. s. $0 their Commil- 
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ſion to Preach does not neceſfarily draw with 
it People to be preached to, but only war- 
rants their Preaching where 'tis really want- 
ed, and when they can have People to Preach 
to without 1njuring others, or diſturbing 
the Peace of a. ſettled true Chriſtian Church. 
But to ſay no more in a matter fo clear, I 
have already ſhew'd, that tHere lies no Ob- 
ligation upon any Non-Conformiſt Miniſter 
to Preach in Exgland, and* conſequently 
there can be no neceſlity for the People to 
hear them. 

The Oaths and Subſcriptions are required 
only of the Clergy, and is no more than 
what other Reformed Churches require of 
all theirs. By the Conſtitution of the French 
Church, every Miniſter that will not ſub- 
{cribe to the Orders among them, 1s to be 
declared a Schiſmatick. And by the Conſti- 
tution of Geneva, any Miniſter that con- 
temns the Authority of their Church, or by 
his obſtinacy diſturbs the Order of it, ſhall 
be firſt ſummon'd before the Magittrate, and 
if that will not do, he ſhall be Excommu- 
nicated ; but no Separation allow'd. And 
Calvin ſays, Ep. Olevian. pag. 311, &-122- 
Let him that will not ſubmit to the Orders of 
a Society be caft out. Our Diſlenters them- 
{elves did oblige all to Swear — to 

their 
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their Covenant, under pain of Sequeſtra- 
tion. 

But, ſay the Diffenters, What if the Church 
of England Excommunicates us; may we not 
then lawfully Separate and ſet up Meetings of 
our own? 1 Anſwer, 'tis true, the Laws of 
the Church do ſay, that in ſome. caſes Men 
are Excommunicated ipſo fao, yet this does 
not oblige any to ſeparate from Commu- 
nion,, till Sentence be duly and judici- 
ally pronounced in a' Church, For by the 
Civil Law, notwithſtanding Excommunica- 
tion ipſo faffo, a Declaratory Sentence of the 
Judge is neceſſary before a Man ſhall be 
deny'd the benefit of Communion. And 
_ the ſaying a Man is Excommunicated, zp/o 
facto, ſignifies no more, than that the Judge 
may give Sentence without any new judicial 
Proceſs. But though our Diſſenters were 
actually Excommunicated for their Diſobe- 
dience, this would not excuſe them from 
Schiſm ; as Dr. Stil/zngfleet has proved at 


large, Miſch, of Separ. p. 370. 
tb 


Thus I have ſhew*d,that none of thoſe Pleas 
which are commonly uſed by the Diſſenters 
for their Separation from us, are ſufficient 
to juſtifie Separation from a 'True Church. 
Now it I can prove, That the Church of 
England 


POD 5X APMP Rt e rs jd 


=Y 


A FA fas as 


(1299 
Exgland is a True Reform'd Church, they 
muſt either Renounce their Principles of Se- 
paration, Or their Reaſon. z 
The only Argument I ſhall here make uſe 
of to prove, that the Church of Exgland is a 
True Reform'd Church, 1s, Thar it 1s ſo 
acknowledged by all the Reform'd Churches 
in the World; who do'all own her as a 
Siſter ; andalſo, by the moſt Eminent of 'our 
own Diſſenters themſelves. 
All the Reform'd Churches beyond Seas 
do own the Church of Exglazd as a True 
Reform'd Church, and yet they know what 
her Faults be in her Aſſemblies, in her Wor- 
ſhip, in her Miniſtry and Government. 
And this appears by the Harmony of Confeſ- 
fions of the Churches, ColleQted and ſet forth 
by. the Churches of Fraxce and of the Low- 
Countries: They do receive and approve of 
the Confeſſion of the Church of Ezz/and, 
and call it one of the True Reform'd Chur- 
ches. Calvin has acknowledged the ſame, 


in his writings againſt the Brownifts; and. . 


condemns them tor Schiſmaticks, for ſepa- 
rating from it: See his I-ſtir. lib. 4.c. 1. 
And the famous Cau/abox in his Epiſtle to 
King James I. declares plainly, That none 
at this day comes nearer the form of the 
Ancient Church, than the Charch of England 


does. 
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does. Grotins ad Boatſlaer, Ep. 62. acknows- 
ledges the ſame : To which I ſhall add the 
Opinion of Two of the moſt Eminent 
Reform'd Divines at this day beyond Seas. 
The one 1s Monſieur L' Moyz , Profeſ- 
for of Divinity at Leydez, in his Letter to 
the Biſhop of London, Anno Dom. 1680. 
who wrote to him to know his Judgment 
concerning our preſent Diviſions in Exgland : 
L' Moyz writes him a long Letter, which 
you may ſee at large at the. latter end of 
Dr. Stillingfleet's Miſchief of Separation : 1 
{hall only repeat ſome of it: Where was it 
ever ſeex (ſays he, after he had been highly 


condemning our Difſenters for Separation) | 


that the Salvation of Men was concern'd for 
Articles of Diſcipline, and things which regard 


but the out-ſide, and Order of the Church. Truly 


theſe are never accounted in the number of ef= 
ſential Truths: And as there 1s nothing but 


theſe that can ſave, ſo there is nothing but theſe 


that can exclude from Sdfuation. For the 
Epiſcopal Government, what is there in it that 
#s dangerous, and may reaſonably alarm Men's 
Conſciences? And if this be capable of depriving 
Men of Eterwal Glory, and ſhutting the Gates 
of Heaven, who was there that entred there for 
the ſpace of 1 5 00. Tears, fince that, for all that 
#ime, all the Churches of the World had no 
RT other 
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other kind of Government ? If it were contrary 
to the Truth, is it credible that God had 
ſo highly approved it and permitted his Church 
to be tyrannizea over by it for ſo many Hun- 
dred Years, &c. Therefore ſince all the Re- 
formed Churches do look npon the Church of 
England, zot only as a Siſter, but as an elder 
Siſter, how comes it to paſs, that ſome En- 
gliſh-men themſelves have ſo ill an Opinion 
of her at preſent, as to ſeparate raſhly from 
her ? For to ſpeak the Truth, I do not ſee 
therr l eparate Meetings are of any great uſe, 
or that one may be more Comforted there, than 
in the Epiſcopal Churches. Wihen T1 was at 
London, almoſt Five Tears ago, TI went to 
ſeveral of their Meetings, to ſee what way they 
took for the Initruftion of their Heareng,, but, 
T profeſs, I was not at all Edified by it. T 
heard one of the mo#t famous Non-Conformifts, 
he Preached in a place where there were about 
 Fourſcore Women, and a few Men : He had cho- 
ſen” a Text about the Building up the Ruines 
of Jeruſalem ; and for Explication of it he cited 
Pliny ad Vitruvius, I believe ax Hundred 
times: And aid not forget to mention a Praverb 
ix Italian, Duro con duro non fa muro, 
All this feewd to me nothing to the purpoſe, 
end wery improper for his Auditory. Tos Can- 
tonize themſelves, ana make a Schiſm ; to 

ave 
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have the liberty to went ſuch Vanities ſeems 
very il Condutt :. And the People ſeem wery 
weak to quit their mutual Aſſemblies for things 
that ſo little deſerve their eſteem and prefe- 


' rence : T do not think that any one t obliged to 


ſuffer ſuch Irregularity, &C. 

I he other Authority I promiſed to cite, 
is Monſieur Claud, to whom the Biſhop of 
Londos wrote about the ſame time, deſiring 
his Opinion as aforeſaid. Monſieur C/aud 
returns him this anſwer, Al! Reformwd Chur- 
ches do acknowledge the Church of England, 
as 4 true Church; and T ſhall not be afraid 


| #0 give that name to the holdinp of Aſſem- 


blies apart, and ſeparating from the publick 
Aſſemblies, and withdrawing themſelves from 
ander the Government of the Church : *Tis 
real Schiſm. We do not enter into a compa- 
riſon of your order with that under which we 
live, all are ſubjett to inconveniencies, ours 
have hers, as well as yours: It is enough for 
us to know, that the ſame Divine Provi- 
dence, which by an indiſpenſible neceſſity, and 
by conjuntture of Aﬀairs, did at the begin- 
ning of the Reformation, put our Charches 
wnder that of the Presbytery, has put yours 
under that of the Epiſcopacy ; and as we are 
— that you do not deſpiſe our ſimplicity, | 
o neither ought we to oppoſe our ſelves againſt 
your 


(23) 


your Preheminence. See both. theſe Letters; 
_ and a third from Monſieur L* Azele, 'to the 
ſame purpoſe,. at large 1n the latter end of 
-Dr. Stillingfleet's Miſch. of Separ. vo | 
Thus much for the foreign Divines. Now 
we will come nearer home, and ſee what 
our Diflenters themſclves have thought of 
the Church of Ezelazd, from which they ſe- 
parate. | 7 
Firſt then, Several of the Diflenters, to a- 
void the imputation of Browniſzz, do fn- 
cerely profeſs, before God and all the World, 
That zhey hold the Charch of England, to 
be a true Church of Chriſt, with which they 
did, and would hold Communion, mnotwith- 
ſtanding ' any defilement or unwarranted Power 
of Church Government exerciſed therein, Ses 
the Apologetical Narrative, ÞP. 5, 6: Again, 
They own that our. Parochial Churches are 
true Churches, and that they can find no 
fault with the DoCGtrine of our Church, 
and that 'tis lawful and __ «+ j+ ,.,:,7 comny- 
* ſometimes a Duty to n-ion be lawful, conſtant is 
communicate with us. OO Hoo ws: for 
Baxter's Defence of his Po 474 515 00% 
Cure, P. 38. and 64. Corbet of Schiſm. p. 41; 
Peace-offering in the name of the Congreg. 
' party Anno Dom. 1667. p. 10. True way of 
Conc. part 3. c. 1.:fef. 40, and Mr. Baxter 
L an 


Candy 
in his laſt Anſwer to Bagſhaw, p. 30, 31. has 


theſe words, Tou little know what pernicious 
deſign the Devil has upon you, in perſwading 


' you to deſire and indeavour to pull down the 
> Yperef of Chriſt and Religion, which is up- 
held in the Pariſh Churches of this Land, and 


to think that "tis beſt to bring them as low 
tn reality and reputation as you can, and con 
tralh the Religious Intereſt all into private 
Meetings. And ſte alſo Mr. Baxter's Pleas 
for . Peace, p. 240. to the ſame purpoſe. 

' And laſtly, Dr. Ower in his Book of E- 


vangelical Love, p. 54. acknowledges, That - 


they look upon the Church of England, mea- 
ſuring it by the Doctrine received ſince the 
Reformation, to be as ſound and health- 


ful a part of the Catholick Church, as any in 


the World. EET 

I have now prov'd that Separation from 
a true Church is ſinful, and ſchiſmatical ; 1 
have proved the Church of Ezgland to be 
a true Church ; and all this I have proved 


| from their own Writings. How will they 


now juſtify their Separation, or clear them- 
ſelves from the imputation of Schiſm ? What 
will-they ſay to'this? Is Schiſm not a (in? 
Or 4s their Separation from- us not Schiſm ? 


If they fay it is not Schiſm: Why, then - | 
our Non-conformilt Miniſters know better 


what 
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what is Schiſm, than all the Learned Divines 
of the Church of Ezg/and, and the moſt E- 
minent Men of all the Reformed Churches 
beyond Seas do. For I have ſhewed from 
their own words, That they do acknow- 
ledge the Church of England to be as true 
and ſound a part of the Reform'd Church, 
as any in the whole World, and condema all 
thoſe that ſeparate from her as guilty of 
Schiſm. Doubtleſs theſe Men are as com- 
petent judges of Matters of Religion as a- 
ny of our Diſſenting Miniſters. And Iam 
ſure we have not the leaſt reaſon to believe 
they would- flatter us, for they are ſtrangers 
who have no dependance upon us 5. and 
Men of more Piety and Honeſty, than to 
indulge us in any thing that 1s ſinful. - Butt 
may be they will fay , that all theſe Learned 
Divines beyond Seas, who have acknowledg- 
ed the Church of Exgland to be a true 
Church, are 1gnorant of the Errors and 
Corruptions in her : But let me tell them, 
They might have a little more civility, than 
to ſuppoſe that ſo many godly upright Men, 
would raſhly give their judgment of Mat- 
ters of ſo great moment as thoſe are which 
relate to Religion, before they were truly 
acquainted with the nature and circum- 
ſtances of ' the thing: And beſides, They 
I 2 ought 
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ought 'not to judge of other Men by -them- 
{elves : Becauſe the moſt of their own Di- 
vines' are utter ſtangers to the practice 
 and'Conftitution of other Churches, as ap- 
pears ſufficiently 'by their Principles of Se- 
paration, muſt they believe others to be 
{o-too? No throughly accompliſh'd Divine 
can'be ſuppoſed to be ignorant. of the true 
Rate and condition of any Reformed Natio- 
nal Church, much leſs of ' ſo - great and 
conſiderable an 'one as the Church of Ex- 
gland. But to put this out of diſpute, it 
appears before that ſeveral of the moſt E- 
minent Men before-mentioned,- were in Ex- 
gland: for ſome years, and frequented both 
the' Churches and Meetings, on purpoſe to 
acquaint themſelves with both, in order to 
giving their judgment of them. 

Since therefore the DoQtrine of the Church 
of England is ſound, and the Worſhip true, 
and Government and Conſtitution of it as 
' agreeable to that of the beſt and pureſt 
Ages of the Church, as any now 1n the 
World; let us in the name of God, lay a- 
ſide all thoſe fears and jealouſies that have 
poſſeſs'd the minds of too many of us, con- 
cerning it, and let us remember that” not 
only the Peace and Proſperity of this Church 
and Nation, and of every particular Mem- 
ber- 
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ber of it, depends upon our Union, but of 
the Proteſtant Religion all over the World. 
Tho? there may be ſome things amils in the 
Church of Ezgland, it is not the bulineſs 
of private Men to Reform the Church, or 
diſpute the fitneſs or untitcels of every little 
impolition, Their Duty is' to Conform, at 
leaſt in the outward ation, and ſubmit the 
fitneſs of ſuch things, to the Wiſdom of 
thoſe to whom God Almighty has intruſted 
the Government of the Church and Nati- 
on, they may. reaſonably be thought more 
competent judges of what is convenient and 
fit to be done, or not to be done, than pri- 
vate Men. can be. And if any thing be 
amiſs 1n the Government of the Church, or 
the manner of God's Worſhip, they are to 
anſwer for it, not the People. - God will 
call them to an account for: impoſing | up- 
on his People things not agreeable to his 
Will : But will never condemn us for do- 
ing our Duty .in ſubmitting to ſuch Go- 
vernors as he has placed over .us. *Tis 
true, there are ſomethings in Religion which 
are efſential to- it , - without. which, Men 
cannot be ſaved. Now in caſe our Gover- 
nours command us to aft contrary to theſe, 
we ought not to obey, for we muſt  0- 
hey God rather than Men : But *tis agreed 
7 3 On 
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on all ſides, That the Church of Exgland en- 
joins no ſuch things, and that they who live 
godly, ſober lives according tq the Doctrine 
of this Church, are in a fate and ready way 
to Heaven, | 
But *tis a difficult Matter for Men to for- 
fake what they have been all their lives ac- 
cuſtomed to; they cannot believe that Sepa- 
ration is ſo great a {in as we ſeem to make 
it: And that ſo many honeſt good People, 
and godly Miniſters did live and die in fin. 
If they are refolv*d, they will not believe Se- 
paration from a true Church to be finful, 
who can help that? The great number that 
have liv'd and dy'd in that Opinion, does not 
make the thing leſs ſinful. "Fhe Donat:i/t 
the African Church, were more NUIMerous 
that our Englzſp Dillenters are, and had *ris 
likely, as many ſober and learned Divines 
among em. For at the Conference at C gr- 
thage, they had 400 Biſhops, yet theſe were 
_ for Schiſmaticks by Sr. Auſtin 
ag- all the Catholick Biſhops. And the 
ON that theſe Doxatiſts ig ated from 
tiurch for, were for the moſt part the 
very ſaine, that our preſent Difſenters make 
the Avar af their ſeparation from the Church 
of Ezg/and. They thought the Biſhopricks 
too large, and the Power of the Biſhops too 
great, 
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great. They refus'd to join in Communion 
with the Catholicks, becauſe finners were 
admitted there. They forſook the Mini- 
ſters, becauſe they were not ſo agreeable to 
their humour as they would have them. 
* They would not ſuf- 
fer any to ſpeak in the 
Churches but the Mini- 
ſters, and ſtopt the mouths of all the People. 
They held that the Civil Magiftrate had no 
Power to Ret orm the hurch. "They made 
a thew of greater Zeal. tor the Purity of 
Religion, than other People ; and by their 
Riff, rigorous ſeverity which they ſhew'd, 
and the vehement out-crys which they made, 
that Diſcipline was .not duly executed ; 
Many of the People, not well grounded in 
the truth, were terrified, and turned unto 
them, believing them to be the moſt zea- 
lous holy Men, and the only true Church 
in the World. Finally they condemn'd all 
other Churches as not true Churches. See 
all. this in Gifford (a Non-conformiſt Mi- 
niſter) his Book againſt the Brown;fts 2. part. 
Theſe are the very pretences that our pre- 
{ent Difſenters - make for their ſeparating 
from this Church. Our Biſhopricks are too _ 
large ; our Churches not according toChriſt's. 

 Tafſtitution ; our Miniſters unable, 'and un 
I 4 godly; 


* Optatus Mglevianus , 
[1b. 2. Þ. 47+ 


| "M-. - ſuch who run i Fartics by Diviſions, ſays 
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godly ; our way of Worſhip falſe ; our Ma- 


giſtrates aſſume an unwarranted Power in 
Church Matters. Yea, and' in their over 
pretending to Purity and Godlineſs, they 
are exact. Doxatiſts, and by that very means 
do draw the more ignorant and zealous 
ſort of People to them, as the Browniſts 
did. - No People pretend ſo much to Purity 
and Religion, as they do; ' In all places 
where they have their publick Meetings, 
they are ſure to begin before the Pariſh 
Churches, and end after, be they as long 
as they will: But yet go into one of their 
Meetings, and you ſhall ſee as little ſigns of 
Devotion and as many of the People aſleep, 


as in any Pariſh Church in the Kingdom for 


the number. So 1n their common Diſcourſe, 
many of them will ſcarce allow themſelves 
1o much liberty as to make them good com: 
pany, for fear they ſhould happen to tell a 
lye ; but yet in their Dealings, they will 0- 
ver-reach a Cuſtomer in a Bargain, and uſe 
-as Many equivocations' to deceive him as any 
other People tſhall, But leaſt you think 
I do them wrong, let us hear what the 
learned Mr. Baxter ſays of them, (you won't 
believe that he would wrong them.) In his 
\ Poor Mar's Family Book, p. 221. ſpeaking of 


he, 
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he, Thoſe injudicious ſort of Chriſtians having 
an over high eſteem of their own Underſtan- 
| dings and Godlineſs, and deſiring to be 
made conſpicuous for their Goalineſs, in the 
World, ſeparate from ordinary Chriſtians 
as. below them, and unworthy of their Commu- 
nion; theſe Setts have ever been the Neſts 
of Errors, And again, 7b. p. 331. he bids 
us beware of joining our ſelves to Separate 
Meetgngs, who pretend to © ſtriker Diſcipline, 
and greater Purity, who ſet themſelves up Fa- 
cHonuſly and Contentionſly againſt the Concor- 
' dant Churches, on pretence of greater Purity, 
whoſe Meetings are imployed in Reviling o- 
thers, and Condemning other Churches, and 
puffing themſelves up with Pride, as if they 
were the. only Churches of Chriſt, | 

But our Difſenters will ſay , . This 15a 
ſcandalous abuſe to ſay, that they condemn 
all other Reformed Churches in the World. 
But:I doubt they agree with the Dozati/ts e- 
ven 1n this. For I ſuppoſe they will coadema 
all thoſe that account them Schiſmaticks. 
And this do all the* Reformed Churches ; 
for they all hold, that Separation from a 
true Church is Schiſm, and own the Church 
of England for a true: Church, and conſe- 
quently make them Schiſmaticks, and ſo 
have expreſly declared them as _ be- 
| Hs | CIC. 
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fore. Again, I ſuppoſe they will condemn 
all Churches that communicate with an I- 
dolatrous Anti-Chrittian Church, knowing 
her faults ; ſome of them declare the Church 
of England to be ſuch a Church, and then 
they muſt condemn all the Reformed Chur- 
ches which communicate with her. 


 - Well, fay the Diſſenters, Yow of the Church 

of England have a great deal to ſay for your 
| ſelves, and if all be true that you have told 
5, our Separation from you 1s ſinful and un- 
reaſonable : But what reaſon have we to believe 
you ; we havea great many able and goaly Mini- 
fters of our own, who tell us the quite contrary ; 
"tis certain they can't both be in the right, why 
may we not then believe your Miniſters may 
be deceived as well as ours ? 


I anſwer, *Tis-not ſo likely that all the 
Divines of the Church of Exg/and that have 
been ſince the Reformation, ſhould be de- 
ceived in a thing of this nature, as that thoſe 
of 'the Non-conformiſts ſhould ; Firſt, Be- 
cauſe they are much more numerous, and | 
*tis not {o likely that a great many good Men 
' ſhould be deceived, as a few ; *Tis a Rule in 
Logick, Quod plures & ſapentiores teſt antur 
credibile eft eſſe verum. And Secondly, _ 

cauſe 
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cauſe they have much better means to come 
to the. knowledge of the Truth, than thoſe. 
of the Non-conformiſts can pretend to ; as 
will plainly appear by conſidering the Me- 
thod taken on both ſides for the breeding up 
of Divines. .Thoſe who are defign'd for the . 
Study of Divinity in the Church of Exgland, 
. are kept at the beſt Schools that can con- 
| veniently be had, till they underſtand Latin 
and Greek very weli, then they are admit- 
ted into one of the Univerſities, where they 
are put under the Care of a particular Tu- 
tor, who is always, one of the Fellows of 
the College, and conſequently, a Man well 
approved of by the whole College for his 
Learning and Sobriety ; for by the Statutes 
_ of every College, none but ſuch are qua- 
lified for Fellowſhips. This Tutor has ſel- 
dom above 20. Students under his Care at 
a time, and many of them not halt that - 
number ; every Student comes twice a day 
to his Tutor's Chamber, to be inſtrutted-by 
him. And beſides this, the College appoints 
other Tutors, or publick LeEturers, who are 
to teach and inſtruct them in the publick 
Halls, ſome for Philoſophy, ſome for Diſpu- 
tations, 'and other Exerciſes. Theſe publick 
Tutors are changed every year, which is a 
great Advantage to the Students, by ac- 

| quainting 
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quainting them. with the' ſeveral Methods 
and Opinions of ſuch variety of Learned Men. 
Thus they ſpend the firſt four Years, and 
| then after very ſtrict Examination by all the 
Fellows of the College, to which they be- 
long, in the publick Hall for ſix days toge- 
ther ; -if they be found qualified, they com- 
mence. Batchelors of Arts, it not, they are 
laid aſide till the next Year. After they 
have taken their. Barchelors Degree, they be- 
'gin to apply themlelves more particularly 
_ ro the Study of Divinity, but are ſtil] ob- 
liged to publick LeCtures for Hebrew, Greek, 
and other parts of Learning neceſſary for 
that Study ; and to publick Diſputations. 
And thus they ſpend three Years more, 
and then after ' a ſtrict ard publick Exa- 
mination as before, if they be found quali- 
fied, they commence Maſters off Arts, or 
Do@ors of Philoſophy. And here obſerye, 
'That no Man can hope to- take his - De- 


.grees in any of the Univerſities, unleſs he 


be thronghly qualified for it ; No ſuch thing 


as Favour in the caſe, becauſe the Exami- 


nations are publick before all the Fellows 


and the Preſident of the College : And be-' 


ſides that, every Man that 1s to take any 
Degree in any of. the Colleges, is obhged 
by the Laws of the College, to ask the 


Conſent © 
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Conſent of every Man, particularly, who 


has ever taken the Degree of Mailer of Arts 
in that College, if they be at that time a- 


ny where in or about the Town, and any . 


.one of theſe if- he can ſhew Reaſon for it; 
as that he is a Man of a ſcandalous Life 
and Converſation, or of not ſufficient Learn- 
ing or ſuch like,- may ſtop him of his De- 


gree. Aﬀter they have taken their Mi#er 
of Arts Degree; then- is the time they uſu- 


ally enter into Holy Orders. Some few there 
are, who.are admitted into Deacons Orders, 


after they have commenced Batchelors of 


Arts, but theſe -are few, and are look*d up- 
on but as young raw Fellows ; ſo that'ge- 
nerally thoſe who-are admitted to' the Of 


fice of the Miniftry 1n the Church of Ex- 


gland, are Men who have ſpent at lealt ſe- 
ven Years in the Study of Univerlſicy 
Learning, in one of-the two moſt Famous 
Univerſities-in the World, with all the Helps 
and Advantages that are neceflary for the 
perfecting of them in their Studies ; For 
beſides thoſe aforeſaid, they have the con- 
Rant Converſation of fo many Learned, In- 
genious Men ; - the uſe of Great and Noble 
Libraries, Famous all over the World, (be- 
ſides the particular Libraries belonging co 
each College: In which are to be found 
many 
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many Pieces of Antiquity and Ancient Manu- 
{cripts,&c. not to be met with any where elſe, 
and which give great Light into Antiqui- 
.ty. And in each Univerſity they have Di- 
vinity Profefſors, who are choſen out of the 
moiſt Eminent Divines they have, whoſe 
buſineſs 1t is to hear Divinity LeCtures read, 
and Points of Divinity diſpured on in the pub- 
lick Diviniry-Schools, to which all thoſe who 
deſign for that Study, are after ſome few 
Years obliged to attend. Neither do theſe 


Learned Mea truſt only to their own Know- + 


ledge, but they have carefully ſettled a Cor- 
reſpondence with all the moſt Eminent Men 
beyond Seas. 

Theſe and many more are the Advan- 
tages of Education which the Divines of the 


Church of Exglazd have above thoſe of the 
Non-conformitſts, who are generally bred aft- 


ter this manner : A Non-conformiſt Mini- 
fter perhaps, or ſome ſuch Perſon who lives 
obſcurely in ſome remote part of the Coun- 
try, gets 3o or 40 Boys together, and there 


—-.he teaches them common School-Learning, 


till they come to be towards 20 'years of 
age, and then inſtead of entring them into 
the Univerſity, he enters *em in another 
Chamber, perhaps 5 or 6 at a time, and 


there he teaches them Univerſity Learning, 
as 
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as they call it; for 2 or 3 years it may be 
without the help of any Libraries, but the 
good Man's Cloſet, or any Converſation 
more than with one another, and with the 
Maſter, if He will honour \them fo far, 
and his aſſiſtant if he chance to have one. 
And fo after 2 or 3 years Study at this 
rate, they are qualified for the Office of a 
Miniſter among them, and are+thought fit 
to be intruſted with the: Care of Souls, 
and Governmentof a Church. I own there 
are ſome few among them, who have had 
better Education than this is ; -but theſe are 
the general Methods taken-for 'breeding up 
of Divines on both ſides, which is ſo well 
known, that none will have: the Confidence 
to deny it. And now let 'any Man of rea- 
ſon judge, whether in Matters that depend 
ſo much upon Aatiquity, and the Practice 
and Judgment of the Primitive Church, as 
the Controverſies between us and the Dif 
ſenters do; whether I ſay are more likely 
to be miſtaken, all the Divines of the Church 
of England, or thoſe of the Difſenters? It 
zs not ſo likely, ſays Mr. Baxter 1n his Poor 
Man's Family Book, p. 222. that God (bould 
reveal his Mind to a few good Men, and thoſe 
of the rawer, injudicious ſort, and ſuch as are 
moſt infetted with proud overvalaing their own 

Wiſdom 
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Wiſdom and Godlineſs; and ſuch as have had 
least Time and Study, and means to come to 
great Underſtanding, and [ſuch who ſhew them- 
felves the proudeft Cenſurers of others, and 
lea#t tender of the Church's Peace, and ſuch 


45 are apt to break all to pieces among themſelves ; 


T ſay, 'Tis not ſo likety that theſe are in the 
right, as the main Body of agreeing, humble, 
godly, peaceable, ſludious Miniſters, who have 
had longer time, and better means to know the 


Truth : And the Body of Chriſtians, even the 


Church, hath more promiſes from Chri#t, than 
particular dividing Perſons have, See all this, 
and more to the ſame purpoſe in this Boek 
aforeſaid, writ by Mr. Baxter himſelf, 

- So that had we no other Authority on our 
fide, than that.of the Church of Ezglazd, 
*twere much ſafer to rely upon their judg- 
ments in this Matter, than on the judg- 
ment of the -Non-conformitts ; but it ap- 
pears before that we have the Opinion of 
all the Reformed Churches in the World on 


our ſide ; and if that won't turn the Scales, - 


God Almighty muſt work a Miracle for 
-their- Converſion, as he did for St. Paul's. 
+ ?Tis ſo evident that the Miniſters of 'the 
Church of Ezg/and have much the Advantage 
of thoſe among the Diſſenters, as to Learning 


and Knowledge, that they have no way left. 


ro 
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to obviate this, but by down right difclaim- 
ing at the Uaiverſicy Learning, and caltkng 
them Sophiſtical Divizes, who are' bred up 
in vain and curious Arts. LE . 
* Sce Brown in his Pre- |, eo es 
face to his Book. And nore all the Brownilts ſay 
Mr. Baxter in his . De-  *** ſame. $0 did the Do- 


: natiſts i» Sr. Auguſtine's 
fence of his Care, P. 124. time, contem” buman Learn- 


tells us of a Church in tp iy T nile _ 
a 4 J%-Y - Vere 7 
New England, that ſepa- j;, .3. Book .-- + Chef. 


rated from a Church conius, c<. 14. 
on the account of cheir 
Preachers having human Learning. 

But perhaps ſonge of our Difſeaters will 
own that our Divines of the Church of Ex- 
zland are generally more learned than thoſe 
among them ; (one of the moſt competent 
judges among them, Mr. Baxter, has owivd 
it fairly in his Anſwer to a certain Letter, 
p. 18. where he ſays, he has ſeldom heard a- 
ny but very good and well ſtudied Sermons 
ic our Churches,. and on the other fide, com- 
plains publickly of the weakneſs and inju- 
dictouſneſs, and ſelf-conceitedneſs of too ma- 
ny of the Non-conformift Preachers, in his 
Sacral. Deſerf. p. 86.) yet they will tell 
us, they deceive the People, and keep them 
all in ignorance for their own Intereſts, leaſt 
they, {ſhould loſe their Church em 
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This is a very ſevere Cenſure, to ſay, that ſo 
many Thouſand godly Miniſters as have been 
of the Church of Ezelazd fince the Reforma- 
tion, and who have many of them died Mar- 
tyrs for the ſake of it, ſhould be ſuch Villains 
as to deceive the People, and damn their own 
Souls, for the ſake of their Church Prefer- 
ments. 7 


But how can ſelf-intereſt oblige the Cler- 
y to defend the Church of Ezgland as now 


eitabliſh'd, if they thought it not agreeable 
to the Word of God? It muſt be either Pride 
or Covetouſneſs that muſt move them to it. 
Tf it were Pride, doubtleſs the Presbyterian 
or Independant way would anſwer that end 


much better ; for whereas now the Parſons, 


Vicars and Curates of all the Pariſhes in Exg- 
Land are ſubjeC to their reſpeQive Biſhops,&c. 
and can do nothing as to matters of Diſcipline 
or Government, &c. not even in their own 
Pariſhes, without the conſent of the Dioceſan 
Biſhop : Were the Conſtitution of the Church 
changed to that of the Presbyterian or In- 
dependant way, every Paſtor would become 
an abſolute Biſhop, and accountable to none 
for what he did. If it were Covgtouſneſs that 
moved them to it, I ſuppoſe that were all the 
Parſons of every Pariſh in Ezeland made the 
Paſtor of that Church or Pariſh according oc 
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the Presbyterian or Independant Notion of 2 
Paſtor, and all the Dioceſan and Metropoli- 
tan Biſhopricks,and their Deans and Chapters 
diſſolved, and their Revenue ſuper-added to 
the preſent in-come of every Pariſh Miniſter 
or Paſtor, their Church Livings would be no 
leſs, but more valuable than now they 
are. Why do they not then ſet about this 
. Change of Church Government as fait as they 
can, if they think in their Conſciences *twere 
more agreeable to Ged's will ſo to do? *tis 
plain, *twould better anſwer their Covetouſ= 
neſs and Ambition, to pull down Epiſcopacy, 
than to live in this poor ſubjeCtion that now 
they do. Here they will tell us, the reaſon is 


plain, becauſe the Biſhops, who are the Go- 


vernours of the Church will not let them ; 
they know the ſweet of a fat Biſhoprick too 
well to part with it, I warrant them. But the 
Thouſandth part of the Clergy of Exgland are 
not Biſhops, nor perhaps never think to be ſo. 
Every one of theſe have a Vote in the Con- 
vocation, and doubtleſs may carry it againſt 
ſo ſmall a number of Biſhops as 27. were 
they not perſwaded in their Conſciences, that 
the Church of Exglazd as now eftabliſh'd, 
iS as agreeable to the Will of God, as any 
other whatſoever. 

Therefore ſince the Divines of the Church 
of Eng/andare more Numerous,and generally 
: K 2 more 
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moreLearned,and can have nodeſign upon the 
account of Seli-interct, to deceive the People, 
*tis ſafer ſure in a doubtful caſe, to take their 
words, and truſt to their judgments, than to 
thoſe among the Diſſenters, whole Intereſt 
it 15 to deceive the People,and make the breach 
between us as wide as they can, many of 


them being Men of no Fortune, and ſuch as 


have no other way to get a Living, and Men 
who mult needs be loſers by an Union be- 
tween us, be the Conformity of which ſide it 
will, whether they Conform to us, or we to 
them, for be the Government of the Church 
of En2/azd, either Epiſcopal or Presbyterian, 
or Independant ; *tis but reaſonable that the 
Miniſters who are lawfully put into theCures, 
ſhould continue therein ſtill, as Paſtors of their 
own Churches ; fo that the greateſt part of 
the Non-conformilt Preachers muſt be laid a- 
ſide ; for *twere not reaſonable that others 
who are as deſerving as they, and lawfully 
{ettled in their Cures, {ſhould be turn'd. out to 
make room for them, nor that Pariſhes ſhould 
be divided all over the Kingdom, to furniſh 
them wich Churches. *Tis likely that ſome 


of the Non-contormiſt Miniſters who are bet- 


ter qualified than ordinary, might be provi- 
ded tor, ſhould it pleaſe God, that there were 
an Union between us : But many of them ] 
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Intereſt obliges the moſt of them to deceive 
the People, and keep open the breach as wide 
as they can. And that they really do ſo, is 
plain, by therr making the Differences be- 
tween us ſeem greater than really they are, 
and than they themſelves have own'd them to 
be in their Writings, as I haveall along ſhew- 
ed: And alſo by their pretending to quote 
Authority. for what they ſay, and either not 
mentioning the Chapter or Page where the 
Words are to be found, or elſe altering the ve» 
ry Words and Sence of the Author to ſerve 
their turn : If any one think I do them wrong, 
ſet them look into Dr. Maurice his Defence of 
Dioceſan Epiſc. p. 237. 335- 353- 377- 396. 
442. 444. how Mr. Clark/op to prove Epiſco- 
pacy in the Primitive Church to be agreeable 
to. the congregational or Independant way, 
has miſrepreſented the very Words and Sence 
of his Authors. You may find more Inſtances 
of this kind in the Preface to Dr. Comber's De- 
fence of” Liturgtes, 1ſt, part. And ſee how 

fallly Mr. Baxter has tranſlated Theodoyet's 
Epiſtle to ferve his Hypotheſis. Dr, Srilling fleet 
his M:/chiefs of Separation, p. 261. And how 

he has miſrepreſented the Doctor's own 

words, 2b. x31. 132 and 126, - Many more 

Inftances of this kind may be given, were 


doubt, could not; ſo that *tis evident their 
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it neceſfary, but what has been faid is ſufficis 
ent to ſhow that in Matters of Religion, 
where the caſe ſeems doubtful, and all the Di- 
vines of the Church of Ezglazd agree on one 
fide, and the Non-conformiſts only on the 0- 
ther ; "tis much ſafer to take the Opinion of 
thoſe of the Church of Exglazd, than of the 
others, becauſe they are more numerous, and. 
generally morc learned, and ſeem to have leſs 
reaſon to deceive us. 

 Toall that has been faid, I ſhall only add 
this, That I have taken all the pains that poſ- 
fibly I could, to inform my ſelf truly of the 
Matters in Controverly between the Church 
of Exglapd, and the Diflenters ; and did real- 
ly believe the things Scrupled to be of much 
greater moment than I now find them to be. 
And tho' I for 1ny own part, am ſatisfied in 


my Conſcience, that there is nothing at all]' 
injoin'd by the Church of Ez2/azd, but what 


is agreeable to God's Word, and the Opinion 
of the wileſt Men of the Church in all Ages, 
and what the moſt tender Conſciences may. 
fatisfie themſelves in, if they would but make 
uſe of the proper means ; yet I could heartt- 


| Iy wiſh that manythings were laid aſide, 1 
that would purchaſe an Union between us. If 
things which are allow'd to be in themſelve 


indifterent, as Poſtures, and Ceremanies, bs 
uch 
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ſuch like, were neither impos'd nor aboliſh'a, 
but left to the Diſcretion of every Chriſtian 
to uſe or not to uſe as he thinks beſt, and as 
the Ceremony of Bowing towards the Altar 
is, and ſome other alterations made, ſuch as 
you may ſee in the Propoſals offer'd to the 
Parliament for 'the Uniting of Proteſtant 
Difſenters. by Dr. S. Dean of St. Pauls , 
there could then be no reaſonable Pretence left 
for Separation. But if nothing elſe muſt pur- 
chaſe our Peace, but the overthrowing the 
whole Conſtitution of this Church, *tis' too 
dear a purchaſe, till we have found another 
to exchange for, more agreeable to God's 
Word, and more conſiſtent with the Peace 
and Tranquility of this Nation ; but that we 
have not found yet, I am ſure, as is ſuffici- 
ently evident, by a plain experimental Proof, 
- Which theſe Nations lately had ; '*tis very 
_ well knowa,..that.io..the late unhappy times, 
when the Church of Eng/ard Liturgy, &c. 
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was Ken away, che PresDyceritt, Tadepen- 
dants, and other Parties, * Serv one againſt 
the other, and againſt eſtabliſhing that way 
of Government, which-others of them pray'd 
for ; divers Perſons made their own Paſſions, 
{ſingular Opinions, and Errors great part of 
their Prayers; others rejeQted all Confeſſions of 
{ins, as no part of their Devotions ; in_many 
places 


eds. ] 
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places of England, the Sacrament of the Lord's Sup 
- per was laid aſide for 12 or 15 Years together, ſo 
: was Infant Baptiſm ;z ſome would Pray fo. the King 
one way, ſome another, others not at al!. And in 
that time that the'Church of England way of Wor- 
ſhip was laid afide, there were more Errors, Sccts, 
Kereſies, and Blaſphemies broach?d and vented, 
than ever before or ſince : This is acknowledged 
by the Diſſenters themſelves, ſee a Book calPd Gar- 
grena, part 1ft. p. 175. writ about the Year, 1649. 
where many of them do acknowledge, That. we 
(fay they) in theſe four laſt Years (for ſo long had 
Presbytery been uppermoſt) have overpaſſed the 
Deeas of the Prelates, in whoſe time never ſo great nor 
ſo many Errors were heard of,, much leſs ſuch Blaſs 
phennes, and Confuſions, we have worſe things among 
#s, more corrupt Dottrines, and Praitices, than in 80, 
Years before, &c. So that if nothing muſt purchaſe 
Peace between us, but the parting with our Religt- 
an, and overthrowing our whole Conſtitution, to 
{ſet up another, which Experience has taught us, 1s 
neither ſo conſiſtent with God?s' Glory , nor the 


Peace of theſe Nations, they muſt excuſe us. Be- ' 


ſides, let me tel} them, . Their late Carriage In Scot. 
land, has given us great reaſon to fear that the 
Religion they ſo much boaſt of, and with ſo much 
Zeal, endeavour to ſet up in this Nation, in the 
place * of that which by God's good Providence 1s 
now Eſtabliſ?d, is not the true Religion of Chriſt ; 
for that never taught any to Afﬀront and Revile his 
lawful Miniiters, -and to burn the Holy Scriptures, 
as they hve done now more than once. 7 pray Goa 
open their Eyes, and ſoften their Hearts, and give then 
Grace to Kepent. 
F INTS, 


